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Community Self-Help Initiative (CSHI)

USAID/MACEDONIA

Blvd. Kliment Ohridski 15 ♦ Skopje ♦ Tel/fax: 02 12 44 11 ♦ email: cshi@mt.net.mk

P R E S S   R E L E A S E

Village Leshani in Belchishta Municipality Builds New Water Distribution System

with US Embassy Assistance

On Monday, June 17, community leaders from the Municipality of Belchishta and Village Leshani will join with representatives from the Macedonian Parliament, the Macedonian Fund for the Environment (FFE), and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), a part of the US Embassy in Macedonia, to inaugurate a new water distribution system for the village of Leshani.   

Participants will include Mayor of Belchishta Ljupco Kojchovski, Municipal Secretary Ljuben Stojkovski, Member of Parliament Ilija Iloski, Leshani Village President Ivanoski Iljo, FFE Director Dragi Ristevski, Former FFE President Ljupco Avramovski, USAID/Macedonia Mission Director Stephen Haynes, USAID/Macedonia Project Manager Robert Resseguie, local government officials and local citizens.

With the help of USAID’s Community Self-Help Initiative (CSHI), the Municipality of Belchishta has constructed a new water pipe network in the village Leshani. Until now, the village was supplied water via an old water pipe network consisting of asbestos-cement pipes that were detrimental to health. The former network was damaged and was leaking a considerable amount of water, resulting in insufficient drinking water to meet the needs of the village’s people.

For safety reasons, the existing asbestos-cement pipeline has been abandoned in place and a new plastic pipe network has been constructed. CSHI purchased and installed the new plastic pipeline and rehabilitated the reservoirs, at a total value of $90,000. The community contributed a secondary water distribution system, connecting their individual houses with the village water distribution network.
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                   *  *  *                       

The Community Self-Help Initiative (CSHI), funded by the United States Agency for International Development, a part of the US Embassy in Macedonia, is a program that assists local communities to plan and implement projects that promote democracy and ethnic harmony while providing sustainable benefits to their citizens. CSHI supports local economic development, small infrastructure development and a variety of community service projects. Active all over Macedonia since the summer of 2000, the CSHI program has funded over 115 projects with a value of more than  $ 5.1 million.
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