Ambassador Einik Interview with TV A1, 2000 

Program, Wednesday, November 8, 2000 

Interviewed by Borjan Jovanovski 

A1: Mr. Ambassador, can we expect changes of the borders in the Balkans after the changes in Yugoslavia? Do you think that it is productive for the regional perspective that Kosovo and Montenegro gain independence?

AMBASSADOR EINIK: The focus in the period ahead in the Balkans should be building democracy and regional cooperation. That is why we continue to be committed to the 1244 process of building democratic institutions in Kosovo and not confront the issue of its final legal status until those institutions are in place and decisions can be made that include the inputs of all of the people involved. So, in terms of being seized with the issue of rearranging borders, I have to say that we need to be moving away from those kinds of discussions of the past and moving towards the future. The future has to be in strengthening of democracy, strengthening economies and civil society. 

A1: How to resolve the actual problem in the region that has a lot of problems? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: The problems are very hard to solve. Some people say that the way to solve these problems and these problems would disappear once everyone is in the EU. But, as far as I understand, the EU is not a club you join to solve your problems. You join it once you have your problems solved. I think the way to define the future is to begin to build instruments of conflict resolution and development of civil society. Let me give you an example. I remember back in 1988, 1989, when I was in Zagreb and the crisis of Yugoslavia begun to unfold, the instruments did not exist to allow the people to engage on the issues that were between them. There wasn't really any mechanisms in place or any experience to be able to deal with issues except by extreme nationalist measures. If you look at the transformation that is going on in Belgrade today, I think quite a few people are surprised that it is a peaceful transition. Part of that is because over the past decade, even in Belgrade, mechanisms have developed, among the NGO's, among civil society that allow change to happen in different ways. The problems of the Balkans are not easy to solve, let's be honest, but we are going to have to use all of the instruments that are available as we move into the new, global age, strengthening civil society, the rights of the individual, economic reform, economic prosperity and political reform. 

A1: Obviously, there are new circumstances in the region after the changes in Yugoslavia. What is your evaluation of the future of Macedonia in this constellation in the Balkans? 

AMBASSADOE EINIK: Only now, as we are beginning to be able to talk about a new Yugoslavia, only now can you really be able to talk about the future of Macedonia. As long as Yugoslavia was a black hole, choking Macedonia out of the rest of Europe, it was difficult to begin to define a future for Macedonia. But as the region opens up, Macedonia will now be able to define for itself an important role in terms of its geographic position, in terms of being a crossroads in the region. It is only now as we see these changes in Belgrade unfolding that we can begin to really start trying to define the future for Macedonia. 

A1: Do you think that the U.S. will have to engage with the same intensity as until now, in order to insure the safe and stable future for the region? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: I would have to say yes. The U.S. has been engaged, we work very closely with the EU, with other international mechanisms like the IMF, the World Bank, and we need to continue to be a player in the region in the period ahead as it begins to define its future. No question in my mind that we need to. 

A1: Do you think that the present instability of the political scene in Macedonia can have a negative impact on the perspectives that open after the changes in Yugoslavia? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: In this part of the world timing is everything, and it is often been very much not in sequence. I think that the countries of the region, including Macedonia, have progressed enough in the economic reform to be able to begin to take advantage of the opportunities that arise from the opening up of Yugoslavia. There are some critical things that Macedonia needs to deal with, like the electoral reform. When you look at the last electoral season in the Balkans, Macedonia does not stock up well in comparison to the other countries. It is critical between now and your next election, whenever that is, to improve the status of the management and the carrying out of elections in Macedonia. It is critically important to be able to define yourselves as a serious player in the region. 

A1: Prime Minister Georgievski recently said that his government has the political and economic support of the U.S. What is the reason for that support, and is it some kind of exclusive privilege of the Cabinet of Mr. Georgievski? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK:I don't think there is any exclusivity in our relationship. We support this government because it has on its agenda an aggressive reform program, in terms of building a foundation for economic reform. That foundation built upon IMF, World Bank agreements, the EU stabilization agreement, joining the WTO, that is almost a prerequisite for being defined as a suitable economic partner. I compliment this government on moving aggressively to pursue and develop that foundation. That is not an exclusive relationship by any means. Our interest in Macedonia is to help support economic, political, social reform, interethnic stability. It is not linked with specific government or coalition. We had good relations with the previous governments. We have excellent relations with this government, and I assume that we will have equally good relations with any government in the future. 

A1: One more question. According to the media reports, you have intensive meetings with the factors in the political scene in Macedonia. Does it mean that the American interests in the region are concerned about actual events in Macedonia? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: I don't want people to think that there is a special heightened level of activities on my behalf, because of recent events. To be honest, it is my job, my responsibility and my obligation to have frequent contacts with leadership in the Government and in the opposition, throughout the political spectrum, in other areas of government, Parliament, etc. That is my job, that is what I do. As it just so happens, I spent most of the month of September away, either on vacation or in the U.S. I was in the U.S. for two weeks for consultations. There were things going on in terms of having to clarify our policies on different areas cause there has been some press misinterpretation of U.S. policies. There was a need for me to catch up. The way I catch up is I reach out to the key players in Macedonia to discuss issues.

