STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR EINIK FOR MACEDONIAN MEDIA 

MARCH 4, 2001 

FIRST OF ALL, ON BEHALF OF THE UNITED STATES, THE US EMBASSY IN SKOPJE AND MYSELF MY SYMPATHIES AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO THE FAMILIES OF THE SOLDIERS KILLED TODAY. 

I UNDERSTAND HOW CLOSE FRIENDS AND FAMILY ARE IN THIS COUNTRY AND THIS IS A LOSS THAT TOUCHES EVERY MACEDONIAN. THE UNITED STATES CONDEMNS THE AGGRESSION THAT CAUSED THIS LOSS OF LIFE . 

OVER THE PAST DAYS YOUR PRESIDENT AND GOVERNMENT HAVE BEEN DEEPLY ENGAGED WITH THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO DEAL WITH THE CRISIS. IT HAS BEEN AN EFFORT THAT WE HAVE HEARD AND TO WHICH WE ARE RESPONDING. WE ALSO APPRECIATE THE POLICY OF RESTRAINT EXERCISED BY MACEDONIA. IT HAS EARNED INTERNATIONAL RESPECT. IN THE CONTEXT OF THIS CONTINUED POLICY WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THE NEED AND OBLIGATION BY MACEDONIA TO RESPOND TO THREATS TO ITS TERRITORY AND SOVEREIGNTY. OBVIOUSLY, SUCH RESPONSE SHOULD BE APPROPRIATE TO THE SITUATION ON THE GROUND, AND SHOULD BE DONE IN COORDINATION WITH NATO. MACEDONIAN OFFICIALS AND NATO ARE ENGAGED IN SUCH COORDINATION. FINALLY ONCE AGAIN I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY SYMPATHY FOR YOUR LOSS AND TO REITERATE THE UNITED STATES SUPPORT FOR MACEDONIA'S STABILITY AND INTEGRITY.

