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BBC: Mr. Ambassador, can you make a really short analysis of the position of Macedonia one year after the NATO campaign in Yugoslavia and Kosovo crisis, which have very strong reflections in Macedonia. What is your point of view now? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: I think it is quite useful to be able to review the situation on the anniversary of the initiation of the bombing campaign. I think it is useful to do that. Looking first at the crisis itself, I think it is important to remember that Macedonia was able to survive the crisis. The number of refugees that came, the tension in the region, the bombing effort itself in the area - Macedonia was able to survive that. Managed through the process of housing, of taking care of such large number of refugees. Then, once the bombing campaign was over, for the refugees to be able to go home, and a process of rebuilding of Kosovo began. Looking at Macedonia, I would like to look at the progress that has been made in the past year, given what the expectations might have been. The country is much more in the center of the European and American attention. We are engaged in this process of defining and making real Stability Pact process that would help bring the region, including Macedonia, much more forward into the European economic strategic framework. Remember, as a small country, Macedonia has an advantage that it is not going to take much to turn this country around. Look at the economic growth rates. There was projection in 1999 and an expectation that there is going to be a negative economic growth. You, in fact, had positive economic growth in 1999. The expectation for year 2000 is for a substantial growth in the economy. That is very positive. The macro economic picture continues to be positive. We are seeing, because of the attention given to the region, the reconstruction going on, and the Stability Pact, an increased interest on the part of US businessmen to come to the region. We see a lot of positive aspects. That is not to discount the potential of difficulties. Hopefully, and we are committed to this, to keep Macedonia stable, to keep it secure, to keep it isolated from any additional spill over effects from the continuing situation to the North. If you want to look at the overall picture and what could have been, the situation in Macedonia has to be seen with quite a bit of optimism today. 

BBC: The general feeling of the people is also much more positive now than it was last year. But, there are some signals that Macedonia is still in the plans of some radicals in Kosovo, and that it is possible to do something to find radical partners in Macedonia, especially among the Albanians. What are you estimates on that? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: I can understand that concern. Obviously, the need for all responsible leaders in the region to do the things necessary to allow us all to move forward is very important. If you look at the statements and the actions in the US and other countries in the past few weeks, I think it is very clear that the message has been given. The region needs the time and the ability to be able to move forward to a period of stability. It is not to say that extremist actions will be completely eliminated. That is very hard to do. Extremism, terrorist activities take place all over the world. What we would like to focus on is the fact that we are working very hard with all of the players in the region, including the Macedonians, to try to keep those incidents down to the barest minimum possible. To isolate those further who are inclined to do such activities, and to try to keep the situation stable so that growth can occur. 

BBC: Is it possible to start the implementation of the Stability Pact without real stability in Kosovo and Yugoslavia. It is regional strategy, and is a regional plan. All the projects are planned, and it would be good if they were regional? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: That is an excellent question. You are right, the region has to be seen as a region. Let's be honest, we have no choice but to begin the process of allowing the countries that have opted for democratic path to move forward. We can't have them wait. That puts them too much at risk. The objective and the need are for all of the countries of the region, including Yugoslavia, to turn to the democratic course and path, to allow the entire region to move forward. Those countries that are ready, such as Macedonia, have to be helped to be able to move forward now. 

BBC: Thank you.

