Ambassador Einik interview with DNEVNIK daily, 

Sept. 13, 1999 

DNEVNIK: Mr. Ambassador my opening question - in the last couple of days you met with all Macedonian political leaders. You have met with President Gligorov, the Prime Minister and other leaders. What were some of the topics?

AMB EINIK: I am currently still engaged in the introductory calls. Obviously, I met with the President to present my credentials as the new Ambassador. Most of the discussions revolved around a review of the bilateral relationship, the situation in the region , the current situation. We did a lot of, in most cases, we discussed the thoughts and perspectives for the development of the relationship between U.S. and Macedonia. Particularly, in the economic area for example. We have some concrete proposals and initiatives on the way, that will play out over the next few months, and I did want to inform the government officials about what we are planning.

DNEVNIK: In Ohrid, you mentioned that you plan - that U.S. companies plan - to invest some 120 million dollars.?! 

AMB EINIK : No, to be clear what I mentioned was that in Sarajevo, at the Stability Summit, the President mentioned several initiatives that he was committed to organize in one of those initiatives that he committed us to put together was through the Overseas Private Investment Corporation, some investment funds, some lines of credit to increase and make easier the investment in the region and in Macedonia. In fact we are in process of putting those instruments together. We will have a team from the OPIC private investment corporation here in Macedonia later this month. The OPIC, as we call it, has not been active here, and we want to introduce the agency to your business community, and to your government leaders, so they will be coming here to help explain the possibilities that the organization holds out for you. We are hoping through those instruments, when we have them organized, we will, in a sense, lower the cost of risk evaluation for American businessmen in doing business here . All of this will be leading towards a major initiative that will happen in the beginning of November with our Secretary of Commerce, Secretary Daley. I 

DNEVNIK: Do you have the impression that Macedonia now after the Kosovo crisis is a more desirable country for foreign investment ?

AMB EINIK : Let me be very frank, I think we need to do some work in terms of introducing Macedonia to the West and to the American business community which I am most interested in. I think we need to help educate the American businessman, in terms of the character of Macedonia, that it is a stable platform to do business. I think, to be very frank, that there is work to be done before I'd be willing to say that the investment climate is different that it was six months ago. That's in fact what these programs we have on the way are designed to do.

DNEVNIK: Yes, I remember that the Director of U.S.A.I.D Agency 

AMB EINIK: He was here..

DNEVNIK: He was here in March or February, here in Skopje

AMB EINIK : He was later than that I think...

DNEVNIK: He said he would try to encourage the American businessmen to invest in Macedonia, but still after six or seven months we ...

AMB EINIK: I've got a lot of experience in the past decade, at least in terms of encouraging American businessmen to come in to the region in different locations. I'll be very honest it's not that easy. It's also not going to happen overnight. I'll be very frank with you. I think we have to initiate a program, which we will do this year. A lot will depend on the environment that you create here and I'd like to think that over the course of next year, we will have the beginnings of some success, but to say that we can deliver the major U.S. investment, and close deals in a matter of a few months - I'm not sure that's realistic. Let's be very honest, some of these deals, in this part of the world, take quite a bit of time to close. 

DNEVNIK: Mr. Ambassador you are probably aware of the fact that the Macedonian Government has expressed the feeling that Macedonia should be somehow rewarded for positive role during the Kosovo crisis. Now we have a feeling that a time for disappointment has come, what do you think? 

AMB EINIK: I obviously do not feel that a time for disappointment has come. I think that your government has a clear and realistic sense of the realities of the situation. We and the European Union are committed to assist Macedonia in it's development. We for our part are engaging in a series of actions to do that. The EU is doing that as well. I think it is an issue of expectation and timing, and I don't think that time is such that you should expect overnight results. I have to say I'm quite excited about the things that I see we are doing here. We recently had a textile negotiating team here. They made a proposal to Macedonia, which they then also made to Romania that we have never made anywhere else. We are getting engaged to bring the private sector here and to help Macedonia. We increased our technical assistant budget by four times this year. So, I would not feel, that by any means, that there is a time to be disappointed yet, I really can agree with that.

DNEVNIK: Mr. Ambassador, let's turn to Kosovo. International organizations will try to re-build Kosovo, but I feel that Macedonian companies will not be involved in the building, in, I don't know maybe in the first year of that process. Not only are we rebuilding the institutions, but we need to rebuild the infrastructure in Kosovo. How do we explain this to the Macedonian people?

AMB EINIK: I have to say I think Macedonian companies should have a role to play. I think that American companies should have a role to play. One of the reasons we have Under-Secretary Aaron the number two in our Commerce Department coming here in fact this month is to prepare to the major delegation that we will have on November, is to better exam the role of U.S. companies in this process. For me the dream scenario would be, and I have mentioned this before, is to have some Macedonian construction company that is experienced in the region, that has worked in Kosovo, joining forces with an American engineering company that has the technical expertise and the two of them doing a physical reconstruction project in Kosovo and developing a relationship, more importantly, that they might be able then to use in other areas. I hope to think that the reconstruction process will provide opportunities for Macedonian companies to join forces with American and European companies in Kosovo. It should be that way, and I hope it will be that way. 

DNEVNIK: So it is a short competition and whoever is stronger.... 

AMB EINIK: To a certain extent I think so, I mean whoever provides the best configuration of possibilities, I hope, should win the business. One of the objectives of Mr. Aaron's visit, when he comes in a few weeks, will be to make sure that the reconstruction process is done in a transparent and open way. That is a concern to us and it is a concern that you share and you benefit both of us as we deal with it. 

DNEVNIK: Your predecessor had a role to play concerning the Kosovo crisis. Do you have any mandate for Kosovo or (inaudible)? 

AMB EINIK: My mandate, as it is for any American Ambassador sitting in this chair, is to represent American interests in Macedonia. That's what I am focused on and that's what I expect to continue to be focused on. What any of my predecessors had to do because of the demands of that current situation, of that existing situation of the time, were reflection of that situation. But as we move beyond that, regardless of who is sitting in this chair, the American Ambassador in Skopje is focused on American Macedonian relations, and that's what I intend to do.

DNEVNIK: In regards to that question, we all know that during the first days of the Kosovo crisis there was a great deal of anti-NATO feeling here, and the American Embassy was damaged by protesters in front of the Embassy. Is there any bad feelings after that incident, in terms of the relationship between the US and Macedonia?

AMB EINIK: I would have to say no. I was in Bucharest in that period, and Romania's support for NATO, which had been the strongest in the region, went down sharply as well, as the bombing campaign got on the way. I think that main thing that we are focused on is the fact that the government of Macedonia exercised leadership in responding to the challenge. What the Macedonian government and people did in responding to the refugee crisis was phenomenal. It was unique in the region. I can't say, and I don't have any sense, having just come back from Washington, that the incident of March in terms of the Embassy security has had any lasting impact on our relations. I would say that we continue to be concerned about the security of our Mission here as we are for any of our Missions in the world. That incident hasn't affected the bilateral relationship, no. 

DNEVNIK: The Macedonian Government usually says, especially these days, due to the current pre-election period, that its role during the Kosovo crisis has brought us closer to NATO, to the European Union, and to all western countries. Do you share the same feelings that this has brought us closer, politically, to these organizations? AMB EINIK: The whole region, all of the countries and the governments of these countries, are demonstrating by their actions, on a daily basis, what role they are defining for themselves in terms of their position in Europe. By the actions that your government took in response to that crisis clearly identified Macedonia as a serious player in the region, and as a viable candidate for entry in to Euro-Atlantic structures. It's not a direct correlation, and to be honest, I don't think that you should look at it that way, "Okay we did this for NATO today, so, NATO should do something for us tomorrow". What you are doing here is you are defining a country, a country's position in its region, and that's defined over time. It's a process that you are engaged in. Its that process that over time will place any country, and your country in a certain position in where it lives, where it is ... and that's what your government did here, and that's what your government continues to do. To be honest, it's not just the government. It's the press, the media, is your NGO'S, it's the population. To a certain extent, all of you are engaged in defining your country vis-A-vis the region where you are situated. 

DNEVNIK: Mr. Ambassador, you came here from Romania. What is your first impression about the political situation in Macedonia, in comparison to Romania? Are we a democratic country according to your standards? 

AMB EINIK: I'm not going to step on the question in terms of Romania. Let me comment on the question in terms of Macedonia. Clearly Macedonia is a democracy. Democracy is defined by elections. You have a democracy when you have an election and the opposition wins and takes power. You can't have a better indication of democracy than that. That, for me, and throughout the region, that is an important benchmark that has to exists to define democracy. You had it in Romania as well. You had it in many countries in the region, and you haven't had it in others. What's important about the period we're in right now is the fact you will be having another election. That's the important thing. Elections mean democracy. They're not going to be neat. They're not going to be necessarily calm. They are going to be invigorating in some ways. For us, its not really who wins the elections, it's just that the process is underway. It's not whether or not you fight in the press, and have editorials commenting on one party or another party. That's all part of the process. You'll see us doing it in the presidential election in the United States. What's important is that the process goes by the established rules -that the election is free, fair, and transparent and that whoever wins takes office. 

DNEVNIK: So, I presume that that's your expectation of the Macedonian Presidential election? 

AMB EINIK: Of course. That you will have as what is judged as a free and fair election, and whoever wins the election becomes the next President. Do you have any other expectation? 

DNEVNIK: No..no... we are expecting free and fair elections. 

AMB EINIK: We work, as a representative of the United States, with the government, with the power structures in the country in which we are accredited. Whoever is President, and whoever wins this election, I fully anticipate and expect that we will have close and good relations with whoever that is, as we have had with the existing President. 

DNEVNIK: You've been in the Balkans for the past ten years. 

AMB EINIK: Since 1988, yes. 

DNEVNIK: You have followed the dissolution of Yugoslavia. Do you think that the "Yugoslav conflict" has ended in Kosovo? 

AMB EINIK: That's a very important question. I would like to think, and I hope to think that this drama, this tragedy that has been unfolding over the past decade has finally reached its last act. I have to say that the last act of this drama will have to be played out in Belgrade. That will be the emergence of a very different Yugoslavia, that can take its place in the region. From the beginning of this crisis, from 1989 - 1990, the answers to the questions have always been in Belgrade. As to what will be the nature of the process of the change that was underway in Yugoslavia, I have to say that the final act will have to be in Belgrade, and hopefully that will be peaceful, and that will be concluded soon. 

DNVENIK: What do you predict... what do you think will happen here and in Yugoslavia in the next years, in Belgrade, what will happen in Belgrade, do you expect early elections? The win or fall of Milosevic? 

AMB EINIK: If you look at history, no one has been successful in predicting what will happen. You tell me what will happen? (laughter) I think that there are some realities that were there on the situation Yugoslavia is entering the winter completely unprepared to accommodate it's population in the winter months. There will be quite a bit of difficulty there. Will there be elections? Hopefully there will be a process that goes under way, that will result in Milosevic giving up power in the peaceful way. For me to tell you that that's the way I think it will play out... I'm sorry, I have been here too long to be able to make the prediction to be honest. 

DNEVNIK: At the same time we are expecting changes in Croatia as well. 

AMB EINIK: The first election that I observed in Yugoslavia was the elections in Slovenia and Croatia back in 1990. I'm not sure in that period if anyone would have predicted that HDZ would have won the Croatian elections to the extent that they did. Making predictions has always been a mistake, but the process of democratization has to go on all through the former Yugoslav countries, lets say. Including Croatia, no question about it. I think that the key, and maybe this gets back to what we were just talking about, to Yugoslavia, the key in my mind is to have elections that are fair, open, free and that the results of the elections are respected, and whoever wins the elections take office. Once you can establish that precedent throughout the region, democracy will take hold. 

DNEVNIK: Finally, we ask you, what are your personal feelings towards Skopje? 

AMB EINIK: I have to say that my only disappointment so far is that I haven't had much chance to see the town. I have been seeing it through the window of my car as I go from one appointment to another. My wife and I - our children, unfortunately, are not with us, they are away in school - My wife and I are very anxious to become settled in the community here. We are looking forward to your cultural seasons. We are looking forward to concerts, to music. I understand that there is a Jazz festival in October. I am more of a Blues fan, but I would be happy to listen to some Jazz as well. (inaudible)(laughter) So, I should ask you, what's your prediction, will there be a Jazz festival or not" (laughter) 

DNEVNIK: There will be... 

AMB EINIK: I enjoy the arts of the region. We hope to travel a little bit - we were in Lake Ohrid last weekend for the conference. We're looking forward to a very enjoyable life here. 

DNEVNIK: We forgot one question... we usually like to ask the Ambassador about the ethnic relations in Macedonia? (inaudible) 

AMB FINIK: I have to say that in terms of my personal direct impressions, I still have more calls to make, I still have to inform myself more about it. What I have so far seen, in terms of the process where you have ethnic parties in the government, and you've had in the government ... that the Albanian political parties are fully engaged in the domestic political environment. I think that what I have seen is quite good in fact. I am quite optimistic about that situation. As you know, coming from Romania, I am more conscious of the Hungarian-Romanian situation in Transylvania, but what I see in Macedonia in terms of the structures in place, the relationships, the intentions as well the ministers that I have talked to in terms of interior and others - what I see is a genuine interest in making sure that a mulit-ethnic state works here, and I think that that's quite important. 

DNEVNIK: Thank you... one more question 

AMB EINIK: Actually, I'm quite in shock when I realize that there may not be a Jazz festival! (laughter) 

DNEVNIK: There will be... I think that in front of the Senate, you said that "The Macedonian Question has been with us for too long...."..What did you mean by this? 

AMB EINIK: I remember you put that in your sheet... actually I was using Macedonia as sort of a "short form" for the Balkans. The question of this space, how its defined, how its administrated, how its divided, has occupied a lot of history in the past century, and I think that it is time to put that behind us, and move forward to the future. We should know our past, we have to respect our past, because we shouldn't always repeat our past. We can't be a captive of our past. That's what I am always trying to remind myself of, and that's what I meant by that. 

DNEVNIK: Will the U.S. always support a strong and independent Macedonia? (inaudible) 

AMB EINIK: I don't anticipate that question ever coming up. We recognize the country as it is. We support the country. It is a democratic member of the local community. I really don't foresee any other situation than that. 

