Ambassador Einik's Interview with Kapital Weekly April 4, 2001 

KAPITAL: Yesterday, there was a meeting of NATO Ambassadors with almost all sides in Macedonia, political leaders from both the opposition and government. What was being discussed? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: To be very honest you'll have to ask them. I did not participate in the schedule of the NATO Ambassadors. They came here as the NA Council, which is basically the formal entity of the NATO bureaucracy. It is the senior body that advises and works with the Secretary General of NATO. They were on the schedule by themselves. We did meet with them at the end of the schedule and I did have a moment to chat with our bilateral representative, Ambassador Vershbow, whom we made available to the press last night. Basically, the themes have been the themes that the entire IC has been emphasizing in the recent days to Macedonia. The message is clear and consistent and we all give it together. 

KAPITAL: Yesterday we had unofficial information that our government is prepared to request from the US to strengthen military forces in Macedonia. There are two options: with new forces in Macedonia or, if forces are drawn down from Kosovo, they could move to Macedonia. Are there any such ideas&hellip;is this being discussed? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: The US has continued and will continue to work in the region through NATO. In that context, there has been no bilateral discussion of the US providing specific troop of personnel assistance into Macedonia in the operational sense. We continue to be very aggressively engaged in Kosovo and more and more doing things in support of Macedonian security interests in the Kosovo framework. To the extent that we have troops in Macedonia itself, this is an operational extension for KFOR, not for Macedonia-based operations. But we do have troops that do support work for KFOR, that support these unmanned air vehicles that are flying in support of Macedonia, but we do not have, nor are we contemplating providing troops for operational Macedonia-based activities. We are talking to the government very seriously about increased military assistance in terms of equipment, in terms of technical assistance, but we are not talking in terms of actual American soldiers. 

KAPITAL: What do you think, is the conflict in Macedonia over? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: I think we all hope that the conflict is over, I think the threat of ethnic extremism is a threat that has been too long with the countries in the Balkans. It is unfortunately, a very difficult thing to combat, I feel that Macedonia has unfortunately not seen the last ethnic extremism, I think these Albanian extremists that tried to destabilize Macedonia recently, are committed to violence, are committed to try and destabilize the region. I think Macedonia is right in trying to on one hand have the right kind of military security threat to reduce this pressure, but also trying to remove any sense of political legitimacy that these people may claim. Their agenda is not the same as the agenda of the Albanian Macedonian population. That is an agenda that has a merit, and I am glad that the Government, the President, the Parliament and the political leaders all are aware of that and are dealing with those issues. But those are issues that have been on the agenda in Macedonia for a decade. This is not new. You have been engaged in an inter-ethnic dialogue. Clearly, the events of the past few weeks have shown that the dialogue has to be deepened and the consensus has to be broader. Unfortunately, I think that extremism is a plague, terrorism is a plague that unfortunately affects the modern world. 

KAPITAL: Javier Solana proposed an idea of forming "a committee for Europe". What do you think of this idea and can it function with the leaders of all political parties included? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: We support the EU Initiative and Mr Solana's activities to help broaden the inter-ethnic debate but also to emphasize what Macedonia needs to do to move into Europe. That is Macedonia's future. I think you have structures in place, under the Constitution that have served Macedonia well in its reform efforts, in its inter-ethnic debate. I don't think those structures have to be put aside or should be rejected, I think they are good structures and should be used for this process of broadening the debate. I also feel that having links to the outside, more engagement with Brussels and the EU and with the IC only gives attention to Macedonia, which is what it needs. I don't really know all the specifics and the details of what that concept means but obviously more engagement with the international community is useful, but in the context of assisting Macedonia solve its problems, not dictating answers to problems, not mediating answers to problems, but facilitating Macedonia's integration into Europe. 

KAPITAL: Parallel to this process, there is a debate on the differences between a broader coalition and greater coalition. Do you see a difference between the two? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: I have to say we are not prepared to take a position on a domestic political issue, of the grand or narrow coalition. That's clearly up to the Macedonians to decide among themselves and we have no position on that. We support the process that has been put in place in the last few days. Broadening the debate on these issues, of removing any sense of political legitimacy from these extremists, but what mechanism in terms of domestic political structures have been decided upon accomplishing this is not something we will take a position on. I think the parliament is the right way to deal with this, involving the President, involving all the political parties. As far as we are concerned that's a valid way. If the country feels that it needs to change other political structures in terms of coalitions, this, that or the other, that's not something we'll get in the middle of. 

KAPITAL: Do you think Macedonia needs a broader coalition? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: I am not saying what is necessary. What is necessary is engaging in this debate, engaging in this process. I think there are legitimate structures, governmental, parliamentary, presidential structures in place for doing that. I have heard all of this discussion about some people saying that the need to have a broader coalition in order to have debate is necessary, but we will not take a position on that so we have no opinion on whether or not you need a broader coalition or a narrow coalition. 

KAPITAL: In general, is it good for a country to have that kind of coalition? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: You have a parliamentary system. A parliamentary system is usually dependent upon coalitions. Take a look at countries like Israel for example. They go through parliamentary debates, different coalitions. That's the nature of a parliamentary system. The British do that. It is a fluid system within very clear constitutional guidelines. But we have no opinion on whether or not a larger coalition is necessary, because we should not have an opinion that's not for us to decide. That's basically for the voters and the political leaders of Macedonia to decide. As long as whatever is decided upon is in conformity with the constitutional procedures, then we should not have an opinion on that. You have to decide among yourselves obviously, what is the proper way to manage the governance of the country. Interestingly enough, I think Macedonia, when you look at such a young democracy, has been quite stable democracy. You haven't had many changes in coalition politics, with government's coming and governments going, like in Italy years ago. You've had fewer changes in government here than I think you'll have in Italy in a five-year period. That doesn't mean one thing or the other. It just means that that's the system that has tended to develop here and the system will change over time but I have no opinion, nor should I on whether or not you need one kind of coalition over another. 

KAPITAL: Do you think that the present disagreement in the Macedonian Government can affect the future of the country? The Albanian part of the Government and the Macedonian part of the Government have different opinions on many issues since the crisis started. 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: Hopefully, it should not affect the governance of the country because the country is still run by the ministries and the ministers and their cabinets and the bureaucracies of the Government and the Government is still working. Everybody still goes to work regardless of which political party they come from and the country goes on and that's important. There are a lot of important things that the country has to do. It is an interesting to see what the impact on the coalition foundation will be, as this other dialogue, separate from the day-to-day running of the country, develops. I don't know how that will come out but it is something that everyone has to be very careful of because the government still has to work. The country still has to run. As we say in English, someone still has to fly the plane while everyone is in the back talking. It's the government that has to do that. I think it shows a sense of maturity on both sides that as this process of dialogue and debate on the inter-ethnic issues continues to evolve that essentially the government still works as a multiparty coalition. I think that's very important. 

KAPITAL: Is there danger of the conflict spreading throughout the whole country and the region? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: If you look at the past few weeks, these extremists have not shown that they have ability to spread very far. They tended to concentrate close to the border with Kosovo, to be very frank, they tended to stay up in the hills. They haven't demonstrated that they had a large numerical force, because their activities didn't continue to grow and get larger, nor did they demonstrate that they had very large lines of supply. If you look at the trend that has developed, it seems very unlikely that these groups can engage in much larger attacks, in the formal military sense, against Macedonian territory. That is not to say that you will not have a similar situation that you had in Tanusevci and Tetovo. However, they haven't demonstrated the ability to come out of the mountains, or go very far from the border. That doesn't mean that you will not confront increased terrorist-type activities, as the country has suffered in the past as well. In some sense, from a security viewpoint, that may in fact be the greater longer-term threat, more traditional terrorist type activities&hellip;we'll have to see. 

KAPITAL: Before all this started, the opinion was that inter-ethnic relations were relaxed and that they were improving. Then, we had the incidents&hellip; 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: I think that what happened here did not show the weakness, but rather the strength of the Macedonian inter-ethnic foundation. In some sense, it might have been inevitable, and maybe we should have all better predicted that these Albanian ethnic extremists that came out of the Kosovo experience, that came out of the war in Kosovo, that turned their backs on democracy, moderation, that turned to extremism and fight, that those people were going to challenge Macedonia as well. Maybe it was inevitable that that challenge happened here. But, when you look at how Macedonia responded, what these people wanted is to be able to drop into the country, cause enough rupturing of the inter-ethnic fiber that civil war would ensue - and to emerge as a growing military formation. That did not happen. The victory here is the victory of the past ten years of the inter-ethnic work that Macedonia did do because to a large extent these people were essentially isolated from the first day. Albanians did not flock to them and pick up guns, ethnic Macedonians in response, and though people were very afraid&hellip;granted, that fear did not turn into violence. Macedonia was severely tested, but as I have said, I think Macedonia has passed the test. And the objective now is to solidify the inter-ethnic foundation of the country, to remove any sense of political legitimacy of these guys, so that everyone sees them basically as what they are, extremists engaged in terrorist-type activities that really have a very different agenda that any Macedonian-Albanian political structure. 

KAPITAL: Is there a future for a multiethnic society in Macedonia? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: There has to be because you have no choice. You are a multiethnic society. Developing a multiethnic society is always a work in progress. Look at what is going on in the United States. The domestic history of the United States for the past 150 years has essentially been a history defined by inter-ethnic issues. The political structures we have, the political parties we have, most of our history, when you look at it, is defined by inter-ethnic questions. It causes a tension in society that a lot of people say that in is a creative tension. I hope over time, Macedonia will see that that's the case here as well but it's not an easy thing to be. We know that from the experience in the United States. The United States is better for having gone through this process and continues to go through the process, and I think so is Macedonia. 

KAPITAL: Should the Albanians in Macedonia be a nation or minority? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: This concept of nations, which is a Balkan concept and it's defined not by your citizenship but by your ethnicity, it is a concept here, and I grant that&hellip;.. For us though, we are much more comfortable when it is a nation of the individuals who live there, who are the citizens. Our constitution starts: "We the people of the United States&hellip;.". That's a foundation and a fundamental principle of the United States. It doesn't say "We the white Anglo-Saxon Protestants of the United States and everyone else who happens to live there&hellip;" I think the answer for a country like Macedonia, which is a small country of two large ethnic groups, plus several other ethnic groups, has to move away from trying to define itself as the home of one nation plus the other nations who happen to live there. This should be seen as the home of Macedonian citizens, regardless of what ethnic background they come from. It's hard, I grant that, but, for a country of this size, in this neighborhood, really that has to be the answer. 

KAPITAL: Does that mean that the Macedonians should change the Constitution? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: We are not going to pre-judge how this process will come out. I am just saying what we are much more comfortable with, which I think really is the future of Macedonia. What it may say or may not say in the Constitution is going to be up to you to decide, if you want to change, when you want to change it, maybe you just want to ignore it and build a civil society regardless of what it says in the Constitution. That's not up for us to decide, so we are not going to say that in this inter-ethnic process that you are undergoing now, we expect you will do this, that or the other. What we expect is that you engage a process that the end result you are comfortable with, that solidifies the inter-ethnic relationship here and removes the legitimacy from any political extremism. How you do that basically is up to you. One country should not say that they have the right to tell another country it has to change its constitutions. 

KAPITAL: Do you believe that changes in the constitution and fulfillment of Albanian demands can actually solve a possible future conflict in Macedonia? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: What I think will solve the future conflicts of Macedonia basically is accelerated economic reform, increased standard of living, more employment opportunities for young people, where politics becomes secondary in people's lives. There are probably a few American who have the kind of knowledge about our American Constitution that Macedonians have about yours, because we are busy living our lives. I think the future of Macedonia to reduce the tension of conflict has to be based upon the development of the economy, the strengthening of civil society, the strengthening of people's sense of their own rights in their country. Personally, I think passage of the pending legislation on victims' rights that protect women and children from domestic violence. I think that's a profound thing in order to protect the society. That is very important to do. Not to say that the other things being discussed are not important. All of these things are necessary to do. But, in the end of the day, the strength of Macedonia will be built upon all of these things. 

KAPITAL: Will these events block the way of reforms? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: That's a valid question. It's too soon to say that. I hope it doesn't. Reforms need to move forward, political reforms in terms of election law reform, social reform, rights of the individuals, economic reform. Macedonia is currently in a critical stage of its development. Maybe because it has been developing for ten years. The inter-ethnic debate, given the threat of extremism, is critically important and has to be dealt with, but it shouldn't be at the expense of all these other things. 

KAPITAL: How do you judge the steps of reform and democratization of Macedonian society to date? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: I think in terms of economic reforms Macedonia has probably made as much, if not more, progress than virtually any other country in the region. I am quite positive on the reforms that Macedonia has done on the economic side. Also, it is at the cusp of a lot of progress, and there is a lot of legislation in terms of trade companies' laws, other sorts of things that will make Macedonia even stronger economically. Until the crisis we started to see it have some impact. I think that is very important. 

KAPITAL: Will the latest events have an adverse effect of foreign investment in the country? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: That's a difficult question. We are going to have to work this. I mean, foreign investors are very fickle, very skittish, very afraid, they are very conservative in their investment decision. I have to say, in the aftermath of the sale of the Telecom, we started hearing about businessman who were thinking of coming to look around, and they didn't some. So I think it has had a short-term impact. I think what we need to do, and was Macedonia has to do, is show that it can manage this crisis. Many, many countries of the world are victims of the same illness of extremism. Macedonia has to show that it has the capacity on the security side, to deal with this. It has the capacity politically to aggressively deal with its inter-ethnic questions, while at the same time aggressively pursuing its social, political and economic reform. 

KAPITAL: Where is Macedonia's position in the world globalization processes? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: I don't think Macedonia is yet to find itself in the global world. I think it's only at the beginning stage. People define globalization by its high-tech sectors, but its not just that. I think more and more Macedonians are getting plugged in to the Internet, which is very important. But I think for Macedonia globalization will come, and this is my personal view, as part of defining its place in the region and the region becoming a larger factor. For example, it is very hard for Macedonia's stock exchange to enter into the global market, because in terms of the value it's non-existent. When you round of the numbers, it disappears. But if Macedonia's stock exchange was part of a regional capital market, then on Macedonia's stock exchange you could freely buy Slovene stocks, Croatian stocks, Bulgarian stocks and vice-versa. Then the international financial markets would have a critical mass to deal with and you find people much more interested. We are in fact trying to help Macedonia and the Macedonian Minister of Finance is very aggressive in this area of trying to sort of make Macedonia part of a regional capital market that then could have a global presence. The same thinking we are looking at doing, helping Macedonia in the region develop a commodities exchange so you'll have trading in commodities, wheat, grain, corn, rice, things of this sort. Also, infrastructure, roads are very important, telecommunications, and you are quite advanced in that area. So I have to say I think Macedonia is only now beginning to explore the possibilities of what role it could play in the global market. 

