Ambassador Einik Q&A with Macedonian Press Skopje, March 15, 2001 

(Unofficial transcript)

QUESTION: Ambassador Einik, what did you discuss at the meeting with the Albanian political leaders and did you ask Macedonian authorities to negotiate with the NLA? 

AMBASSADOR: We do not believe, and we publicly stated, that we reject the prospect of negotiating with extremists and we support Macedonia's position on not negotiating with extremists. In terms of our discussions with Albanian political leaders, to a certain extent they are the same as our discussions with all the political leaders. This is a time for Macedonian citizens, of whatever ethnic background, of whatever political party, to stand up together in support of Macedonia's peaceful democratic development and to reject and isolate extremism of any sort. 

QUESTION: Do you still think that this is aggression against Macedonia? 

AMBASSADOR: Of course it is aggression against Macedonia, yes. 

QUESTION: Our PM recently made a statement and said that Macedonia is even prepared to ask for new allies to solve the crisis. It seems that he is disappointed with the support that your are giving. I don't mean you as United States, but the countries that are NATO members. How do you comment on that? 

AMBASSADOR: Unfortunately, I have not seen the most recent comment of the PM, so please forgive me if I don't comment specifically on that. We continue to be, and I continue to be, in close touch with the PM and the government officials in Macedonia. I can understand the frustration in dealing with such a difficult problem. Many countries that face an extremist threat of this sort find it extremely difficult to respond to. I would like to say that the International Community, the United States, NATO obviously, are deeply committed and are working very closely with Macedonia to put the tools in place to allow Macedonia to deal with this crisis. 

QUESTION: Ambassador, in your opinion, which could be the best solution, the best settlement of the escalated situation? 

AMBASSADOR: I think extremism is not a settlement of any kind. It's a wrong path to follow. I think that extremists need to be isolated by all political parties. The political parties and the government of Macedonia needs to continue its current agenda of economic reform, strengthening democracy, rule of law, things of this nature. The only solution for extremism is that it be rejected by all the citizens and that it be dealt with appropriate measures. 

QUESTION: Do you think that the Macedonian government still has to use political means or is it now time to use military action? 

AMBASSADOR: We have always said, and if you look at the record, we support Macedonia's obligation and need to defend its territory and preserve the rule of law. In that context obviously, responses should be appropriate to the threat, but we have never said that Macedonia should not in fact deal with the security threat as it sees best. 

QUESTION: How do you comment the fact that they have sophisticated weapons? 

AMBASSADOR: I am not sure I know in what way to comment. I mean this is obviously a serious extremist paramilitary threat against Macedonia. Clearly there is a certain amount of weapons that are somehow made available to these people. But in today's world, unfortunately, access to weapons seems to be very prevalent and easy and maybe one of the ways to deal with extremism here as it is in most of the world, is to deal with the amount of weapons that seems to be in the world. So that is a very fundamental problem. 

QUESTION: How do you comment the statements of some Macedonian authorities that KFOR did not secure enough the border from the Kosovo side, to prevent the terrorists from entering Macedonia. 

AMBASSADOR: Obviously KFOR should respond to questions of that sort. All I can say is that I know that KFOR forces have been vigorously engaged in actions north of the border, calls for a strict border regime can be interpreted in very different ways. I am convinced that international forces have used the tools available to them, in the best way that they have, to try to address the threat. 

QUESTION: Ambassador Einik, there are some news today that American troops will withdraw from Bosnia. It seems that American administration does not have a clear policy on what to do in the region. Your statement is very strong but I don't see any movement. 

AMBASSADOR: I have not seen a specific report about US troops withdrawing from Bosnia. We do periodically and on a routine basis around the world review our troops' strength situation based upon the objectives and the needs. But I think that administration's view on the Balkans has been made very clear. The Secretary has said very clearly that we are committed to fulfilling our obligations in the region so I don't see, to be honest, that there is a threat of the United States abandoning the Balkans. 

QUESTION: Yesterday you rejected an article of "Observer" concerning CIA's involvement in support for Albanian extremists. Is the CIA under the control of the State Department or under the President himself? 

AMBASSADOR: I am not going to discuss the organization of the US Government. The CIA is a separate agency. It is not subordinate to the Department of State. But, we did not reject the "Observer" article, what we rejected, and this was Ambassador Pardew when he was here, he rejected any accusation that the United States in any way was supporting extremism and terrorism. I think for a country as we are in the United States, that in some ways suffers more from terrorism and extremism than just about any other country, to think that we are consciously, or in any other way, supporting terrorism. I think it's a complete distortion of reality and that should be obvious. 

QUESTION: Ambassador Einik, it was unclear why Ambassador Hill was here. Are there any chances for a new Dayton settlement? 

AMBASSADOR: Ambassador Hill was not here in any official capacity dealing with Macedonia. He was here in his capacity as Ambassador to Poland accompanying Polish officials for a visit to Kosovo and because of their travel schedule had to overnight in Macedonia. He was not here for discussions, consultations or in any formal, official schedule whatsoever. And I appreciate the ability to clarify that.

