PRiSMa Project-Ambassador Einik Statement

We all are aware that unemployment is one of Macedonia's priority issues. That is why the PRiSMa Project is back for the third straight year. 

As you know, PRiSMa's primary goal is JOBS, Job creation, Job retention, and Job transition. 

Over the last two years, 18 communities have benefited from PRiSMa activities. Today, we add 12 new communities. In those 18 communities, over 2100 workers facing lay-off have been identified. 136 labor-management representatives have worked to help these workers keep their jobs or find new ones. Over 730 jobs have been found or retained. 

There are wonderful examples that show the value of this excellent program: 

Despite the crisis, PRiSMa has remained active in Kumanovo and Tetovo. In Kumanovo, we can point to success at the "Iskra" factory where retraining programs were started, increasing productivity. In Tetovo, PRiSMa was active at "Ne-Metali" where a number of workers were retrained; new positions created and jobs retained. 

The LMAC in Stip played a key role in defusing tensions and strikes in the company "Metalna". With a new cooperation between labor and management in that company new jobs were created and the company regained the trust of its workers and the business community. 

Probistip offered a different challenge. This community was hard hit by a declining mining industry. The PRiSMa team was successful in creating new jobs to help these displaced workers transit out of mining. 

A word about our partners: 

The Ministry of Labor is the primary partner. The Ministry's National Employment Bureau deserves recognition for promoting new ways of doing business in these target communities. 

The Ministry of Economy has become a stronger partner, helping to implement the local economic development component of the U.S. Department of Labor Integrated Model. 

The Ministry of Education also is involved, providing skilled labor appropriate to market demands. 

The implementation of this model requires the strong cooperation and participation of all these ministries. We see this coordinated approach to be an excellent demonstration of getting Macedonia back to work. 

