Ambassador Einik interview with Vecer daily, Sept. 16, 1999 

VECER: Upon your arrival in Macedonia, you said that you and your wife are happy that Macedonia will be your new home. Do you have any impressions about Macedonia? Do you like your new home? Or is it too early to tell? 

AMB EINIK: It is a bit early. I have to say that if I have had any disappointment so far, its been the fact that I have been so busy going to meetings, doing internal Embassy business, being interviewed by journalists, that I have not yet explored Skopje as much as I clearly want to do. What I see driving around, it looks very inviting. It has a very nice flavor about it. We have been out to a few restaurants already, but I am looking forward to exploring and getting to know the city much, much more. I like very much to look at a city form the architectural viewpoint. I think that the change in architecture, particularly in this region, often is a good way to look at the history of a city. I am looking forward to learning much more about Skopje, and Macedonia as well. 

VECER: Do you find it much different from the USA and the other countries you've traveled to? 

AMB EINIK: Every country is different, that's what makes them interesting. I find it different form where I just was, in Bucharest, Romania. Bucharest is a very large city. It feels very comfortable here. It's a very lovely landscape. I intellectually knew that it was a mountainous country, but until you actually fly over it, and then drive through it, you don't understand just how mountainous and how the terrain really is. I find that interesting, it's an interesting landscape. 

VECER: Do you like the food? Macedonian food... or have you had food that is not typical Macedonian? 

AMB EINIK: My wife and I are both vegetarians... 

VECER: Very interesting... 

AMB EINIK: We do eat fish, so in Lake Ohrid we had some very good trout. This is, in my mind, an easy country to be a vegetarian in. There are very good salads, fresh fruits, vegetables. Actually, one of the two restaurants that we have been to is the vegetarian restaurant that you have in Skopje. We like to eat seasonal foods. We think that this is going to be a very enjoyable place to be in that regard. 

VECER: There's a joke about the Macedonian people, because we are not very tall, maybe you have noticed... The joke goes" you can't grow up by not eating meat!! ". We mostly eat peppers, tomatoes, etc. Are your children vegetarians, also? 

AMB EINIK: I have three children. The oldest is nineteen years old. She is attending the University of Virginia in the United States. She is very close to being a vegetarian. She eats very little meat. I then have another fifteen-year old daughter who is not a vegetarian, and I have a fourteen-year old son who is definitely not. Each of my children have a very unique personalities. They follow they're own paths, and I in very pleased about that. 

VECER: Are they in the United States, all of them? AMB EINIK: No, the oldest is in the University of Virginia, as I mentioned. The other two are both away in boarding school in Switzerland. I have to say that that is very hard for my wife and myself. We are becoming adjusted to the fact that the children are away, but, to be very frank, it's a difficult adjustment. 

VECER: You have been present in the Balkans during your previous engagement in Zagreb. And what is your impression about this region? According to you, what is the root of the problem, because the Balkans are known as a "problematic" space. 

AMB EINIK: I see the Balkan area as my area of specialization. It is an area that I feel very much committed to. It's an area that I feel very comfortable working in. It's an area that I have spent a good part of my professional career. It's an area whose history has been difficult. I would like to think that we are finally at the process of getting through the history of the twentieth century, and embarking on a new beginning. There are still some things that have to be resolved, obviously. They're clear to everyone. The reason that I wanted to come here in particular, and I sought the opportunity to come here, was because I wanted to come back to this specific area. I was here when the process of the dissolution of Yugoslavia began. I was up in Zagreb at the time. I have been impressed over the years - watching Macedonia develop - how resilient it has been, despite the uncertainty and despite the conventional wisdom in the early 1990's that Macedonia could not survive, it has, and it has survived quite well. It has been tested. It has been tested very strongly, and it has responded and met those challenges. I was very anxious to come back know as hopefully the drama of the dissolution of Yugoslavia was finally concluding, and to participate partly as a witness, but as an active player, more so, in my new capacity, in helping Macedonia go down the path it seemingly has chosen. I am very excited about being here. 

VECER: Your personal opinion about the root of the problems, if you do have a personal opinion? 

AMB EINIK: That's the kind of question of discussion that you have to spend a whole evening, sitting around the table with some vegetarian food, and some good wine and discuss. The root of the problem is everything. It's geography, religion, always economics. I enjoy talking about it, but it's not a newspaper interview question. VECER: What will be your main task during you mission in Macedonia? 

AMB EINIK: My main task, as every American Ambassador's main task in the country where they're accredited, is to work on the bilateral relationship. We have the crisis situation that is sort of an umbrella that hangs over the country, and we need to deal with those issues. I don't want, in the context of dealing with those issues, to forget the fact tat the US - Macedonian relationship is a long-term one. We will be friends for quite a while, and we need to build the basic institutions of that friendship, the relationships. We have been doing that. Basically, it's not a new departure, but it's attempting to focus on what a US Mission does in any country, and that's the bilateral relationship. I will be challenged as we deal with the crisis situation, as we call it, to also not forget that there is a bilateral relationship here and we have to continue to strengthen and develop it. 

VECER: How do you see the political and security situation in Macedonia, having in mind the situation in the country, and the surrounding area, especially in Kosovo? 

AMB ElNlK: I think that the internal political situation, as I have seen it so far, looks quite strong. You are beginning the presidential election process, which always makes exciting work for journalists, and that's healthy, that's good. There is an active coalition government here, relatively new. That's the nature of politics. There are always new governments. There are always new elections coming down the road. That's what's the strength of democracy. I think internally, the domestic political situation, and also looking at the inter-ethnic issues, as far as I have observed so far - and I am still in the process of learning, to be honest, the specific aspects of the current situation - the domestic political situation looks quite fine. The security situation - that's still unfolding. It's impressive how Macedonia weathered the storm of the refugee crisis. NATO and the UN are both embarked on strengthening the democratic framework of Kosovo. There is still a process that is unfolding in the former Yugoslavia, in Belgrade, that we are hopeful will run its course, quickly, obviously - and very importantly, hopefully peacefully. It's that aspect of the equation that I think everyone in Macedonia sort of wonders how that will play out, and what the implication will be for Macedonia, as we all do. Internally, things are progressing as they should, in our view. Externally, there are things to watch. We will be here to help try to make sure that the impact of what unfolds up there does not effect Macedonia adversely. 

VECER: You have partially answered this question, but could you comment on US - Macedonian bilateral cooperation and the further relations of the two countries? 

AMB EINIK: We are doing more and more in the aftermath of the Sarajevo Stability Summit, where President Clinton made some specific commitments. Many are in the economic/commercial investment area. We have started down that road. We have had some visits already. We have started some initiatives. In the Sept-November period, lets say between now and the end of the year, we'll be accelerating those initiatives, and trying to do more in this area. 

VECER: During the Kosovo crisis, Macedonia cooperated with NATO, and proved to be a serious and loyal partner of the Alliance. What will NATO do for Macedonia after this? Will the cooperation of our country help Macedonia in its efforts to become closer to NATO? AMB EINIK: Clearly, Macedonia is closer to NATO - NATO is here. Macedonia has to, as do all countries in the region, demonstrate their effectiveness as providers of stability for the region. Macedonia has been moving in that direction. It has to demonstrate its ability to contribute to peace in the region. It's in a process of definition of its role in the region, and it has been doing that in a quite positive way. There are issues, there are always issues, because it's a process underway. It's increasingly defining itself as a credible regional player and we take note of that. 

VECER: Macedonia expects the initial start of negotiations with the EU for associative membership this autumn. Do you think Macedonia has a chance to join this powerful political and economic organization? AMB EINIK: I hesitate to speak on behalf of the EU. We support Macedonia's entry into the Euro-Atlantic structures. I'm glad to hear that there is a process underway with the EU. I am not as familiar with that, obviously as I am with other issues, but clearly, Macedonia needs to draw closer, and integrate itself into Europe. We clearly support that process. 

VECER: It is well known that the stability of Macedonia depends a lot on the stabilization of the situation in Kosovo. Some politicians think that no matter what is going on in Serbia, Kosovo cannot be governed by Belgrade anymore. At the same time, the international community keeps saying that it is impossible for Kosovo to have absolute independence. What do you think about the future of Kosovo, having in mind continuing ethnic tensions? Do you think that Serbia will become stable if Miloshevich leaves, as required by the international community? AMB EINIK: Answering the last part first, I think that a stable, democratic Serbia former Yugoslavia - is critical to the region. It occupies an important space. I have to think that at some point a democratic Yugoslavia will join in developing the region, and moving forward with it. I hope that hat happens sooner, rather than later. Until that does happen, there is this uncertainty in the region. In terms of Kosovo, the west, with the vehicles of NATO and the UN, are engaged in strengthening democracy and building institutions in Kosovo, under the framework of UN agreements. The ultimate resolution of the status of Kosovo will be a result of this UN framework, and to be honest its too early to tell just where that will go. Right now, everyone is focused on the day to day problems. Those have to be addressed first. VECER: It was mentioned that you speak five languages. AMB EINIK: I don't. I understand a lot of languages. I have spoken a lot of languages. I guess my best language was, at one point, Serbo-Croatian. But for the past over four years, I have been speaking Romanian. My comprehension of Serbo-Croatian is actually still quite good - I am surprised how much I am able to comprehend. I have decided to start Macedonian lessons, and I will hope to transfer my Serbo-Croatian to Macedonian, which shouldn't be that hard. I apologize up front that if in the future, when I attempt to speak Macedonian, if someone hears a bit of Romanian in that, that they excuse me in advance. VECER: But you don't'have to learn all these languages, I guess it is a part of your personal wish... or... I guess you have translators? 

AMB EINIK: I do, but I feel that if you are making a place your home, you have to be comfortable across the full spectrum. I do appreciate and I am impressed with the English speaking ability of most of the people I encounter, but to really feel at home in a place, you have to speak the language. I will try to do that over the course of the next few years. 

VECER: Isn't it difficult to learn more and more languages, especially difficult ones, which have no connection with English ... AMB EINIK: Just because something is difficult, doesn't mean that it's not the right thing to do. I have to say, I don't know how well I will do, given my schedule, but I will commit myself to try. Some of it is coming back, little by little, so I hope that it will be okay. 

VECER: So, before you leave Macedonia, after a couple of years, maybe we will do our interview in Macedonian? 

AMB EINIK: Why don't we challenge ourselves that we will do my departure interview in Macedonian - whenever that is? Okay? (laughter) 

