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Palestinian and Israeli Teens Learn About Teamwork, Each Other
(Group learns to sail together in program supported by State Department) (792)

By Julie Hyman
Staff Writer

Fairhaven, Massachuseiis Laughter and jokes about life vests fill the sagsix

Palestinian and Israeli teenagers anticipate their day sailing together to Cape lglod,
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Massachusetts. The political conflict that affects their daily lives might be in the
backs of their minds, but in the windy Atlantic surf, it is clearly more &,800
kilometers away.

The teens have been brought to Fairhaven as part of a project sponsored by the

Northeast Maritime Institute (NMI) and supported by the State Department. For three

weeks, they will live and work together as the crew on Frithaditionally rigged

sailing vessel. Each day, a team made up of a Palestinian and an Israeli will be
responsi ble for the shipbs maintenance, i n
AnPal estinian, I srael.i Students Team Up to
http://www.amerta.gov/st/peacesec

english/ 2008/ August/ 20080819184058snamfuak:

AYou are not goi nhldihgprograms than sribca@ a ghp.r t e am
Your activities require reliance on others to do your job more than anythingetse

itds not artificial, o said Bob Senseney of
Environment, and Science.

Eric Dawicki, president of NMI and the founder of the project, has visions for the
project to expand beyond this yearo6s si x p.

AWe thought we wanted to focus just on con:
development is much more the way to go. | think if you broaden the scope of the
education youdbre going to have the ability

Dawicki plans to build a vessel specifically for the program and host about 100 young
people each year, who would spend six months at a time with the project. From there,
he hopes to join with American universities to offer the participants direct admissio
after their six months at sea.

AThe skyds the I imit, o he said. AThe neat
education is that it grounds people to want to open their minds and expand their
minds. 0

MORE THAN JUST SAILING LESSONS

Dawicki has ensured that the experience goes well beyond sailing lessons. The group

is learning about the maritime induséywi t h tri ps to New Bedford
Whaling Museum and Mystic Seap@drt and also about American culture and

history. Program pacipants met with Rhode Island Representative Patrick Kennedy

at the John F. Kennedy Library and Museum in Boston and attended a Major League

Soccer game.

The kids agree, however, that the projecto:
teamwork and leaing about the people on the other side of the conflict.

Adi, a 17yearold Israeli, said he had overcome his initial doubts about working

closely with the Palestinian students. Adi admitted that this is the first time he has

met and interacted with Ratinian teenagers, and that he and they are not much

di fferent from one another. nWe are all t e
things, o0 he said.
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He added that they are friends now, and fio
reunion after th Palestinians return to their homes in East Jerusalem and the Israelis
go back to their kibbutzim, or collective farms, which border the Gaza Strip.

Nathalie,al6earo |l d Pal esti ni a

n rl, agreed. i We
team, to work togetme, t o be one ha

gi

nd, to help each ot
Tal, a 16yearold girl from Israel, said she enjoyed getting to know her Palestinian

peers.

il really |ike the idea of being with peopl
know them betterandt | earn the differences and every
l i ke us. o

For now, though, their thoughts remain on the work ahead of them. After weeks of
training, they are ready to shhowsadee t heir
Fritha.

Adi, Danah (a 1#earold Palestinian girl) and Oz (a 2arold Israeli boy), give

each other Ahigh fiveso after successfully
more important, their teamwork has paid off and the ship is moving smoottdydow

its destination.

Adi agreed that interactions like this one are a positive step toward peace in the
Middle East.

just Kkn
t

I w that this project is very i mp:
er m, i n e

0
h l onger journey, o0 he said.
TheFairhaven Project has produced a video ( http://www.thefairhavenproject.com/ )
with interviews of the students and faculty. A guided video tour (
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nb9yEDeZS0 ) of the Fritha is also available on
YouTube.

More photos ( hp://www.zooomr.com/photos/stephenamericagov/ ) taken on and
around the Fritha are posted on Zooomr.

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Rice Says United States Seeks Closer Ties with Kazakhstan
(Rice also discussed chairmanship of European group with Kazakh leaders) (489)

By Merle D. Kellerhals Jr.
Staff Writer

Washingtord The United States is trying to build closiers with Kazakhstan, but
that is not intended to undermine Russian influence in Central Asia, Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice says.
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AFirst of all, Kazakhstan iIis an independent
whomever it wishes, and | think Kakhstan has wished to have friendships and
relationships with all of -daytgptonei ghbors, o |
Kazakhstan and India Octobe®64

Rice visited India shortly after President Bush signed legislation that creates the U.S.
India avil nuclear initiative, which strengthens international nonproliferation efforts
and opens trade between the United States and India in nuclear technology.

Rice said an expanded relationship with Kazakhstan does not imply-aurergame,
meaning thaany U.S. gains in the friendship need not mean Russian losses.

AWe dondét see and dondét accept any notion
AAnd so we | ook forward to continuing to bl

Part of the trigo Kazakhstan was to discuss its upcoming chairmanship of the
Organization for Security and Giperation in Europe, which it assumes in 2010. She
said the meetings will include talks about its commitments on political reform and
human rights, but also omdader economic ties and regional engagement.

AThis is really also a trip that i s embl em
whol e, 06 Rice said during her trip to Astan;:
very active in thinking of Centralg\a as a place that has important links to

Af ghani stan. o

And Rice said that before coming on this trip and during brief meetings in New York
at the United Nations General Assembly opening, she spoke with Foreign Minister
Mar at Tazhi n aibterasttin inkasizuatlenaad eaengy [mojects in
Afghanistan. And while Afghanistan is still emerging in terms of reconstruction
programs, Rice said Afghanistan and Kazakhstan could build ties both in developing
infrastructure and in expanding energy reed

Tazhin said he and Rice addressed bilateral cooperation in economic, transportation
and trade i ssues. ARA very detailed, concr e
gamut of i ssues, 0 he said.

He said Kazakhstan regards Russia as a strategieepabut that the relationship with
the United States is stable and strategic in character.

U.S-INDIA RELATIONS
While in India, Rice said the U-$dia civil nuclear agreement approved by
Congress in the previous week broadens ties between aheatwons beyond nuclear

technology and trade.

AThis gives a new platform for cooperation

briefing with Indian External Affairs Mini:
these ties to gain new technologiesrindvate. Investment is flowing both ways,
creating jobs in both of our countries. o

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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U.S.Military Aid to Georgia Was Never Directed at Russia
(Training focused exclusively on counterinsurgency and Iraq, expert says) (812)

By Howard Cincotta
Special Correspondent

Washingtord Contrary to repeated claims by Russian authorities, thet)Sitates
took careful steps to ensure that its military training efforts in Georgia never
constituted any kind of threat to Russian security interests, according to the official
who oversaw the program in 2007 and 2008.

AAt no ti me d itodrairi oneguipthe Seorgiart armedrfprees for a
conflict with Russia, 0O wrote Lieutenant Co
foreign policy analyst now working for the Center for Strategic and International

Studies in Washington.

Al n f ac eratelywwided supplying or training the Georgians in conventional

war fare capabilities |ike helicopters, art,|
interview.

Instead, U.S. training focused on developing basic infantry and counterinsurgency
skills, and preparing special units for service with coalition forces in Iraq, according
to Hamilton.

PANKISI

The United States actually conducted two distinct training programs with Georgia.

The first began in 2002. At the time, both Georgia and Russeeomcerned about a
potential safe haven for terrorists and cr|
Pankisi Gorge bordering Chechnya. Russian President Vladimir Putin threatened

military action, alleging that Georgia was permitting Chechen rebele &aaen in

the area, Hamilton said.

The Bush administration responded with the-trear Georgia Train and Equip
Program (GTEP) to prepare several light infantry battalions for counterinsurgency
operations in trouble spots like Pankisi.

e Peomrkgiesiwas the catalyst, o Hamilton sai
Il cer at the time saying AnWe were al way:
o e

Th
f f
ot make the Russians wel our i nvol vem

S5 O D

om
Hamilton said that, under GTEP, the United &girovided Georgia with such basic,
nonlethal items as uniforms, boots and communicationsdyeahile facilitating and

transporting donations of small arms and ammunition from former Warsaw Pact
nations in Eastern Europe.

The U.S. training effortanGe or gi an operations in Panki si
identification and safe removal of hidden weapons caches in Pankisi enabled
Georgian security forces to Iimprove secur.i:

Department terrorism report.
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A year later, the State Department reported that the head of the Russian Border
Protection Department finoted publicly that
infiltrate Russia from Georgia in 2007.0 (-
http://www.staé . gov/ s/ ct/ rl s/ crt/ 2007/ ). 0)

TRAINING FOR IRAQ

The Georgia Sustainment and Stability Operations Program (GSSOP), estimated at
$190 million, began in 2004 to train battaksize units in light infantry tactics,
engineering, logistics and commaaddcontrol operations for service with coalition
forces in Iraq, according to the U.S. Defense Department.

As with the earlier GTEP program, none of the training involved heavy weaponry like
artillery or armored vehicles that could raise Russian seagitgerns, Hamilton
said.

To ensure its transparency, the Georgia training operation routinely was placed on the

agenda of any U.SRussia meeting, according to Under Secretary of Defense Eric

Edel man. (See fAGeor gia Se cnseOfficealSa&ys(d No Thr
http://www.america.gov/st/peacesec

english/ 2008/ September/ 20080911105343idybe

The number of U.S. military trainers in Georgia never exceeded 70 at any one time.
They were primarily U.S. Marines, along with avy emergency medical training

team and communications specialists from the Air Force and Army, according to a
2007 Defense Department press release.

At the time Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton led the training effort, the Georgians
decided to expand thesommitment in Iraq from about 850 personnel to a brigade

size unit of approximately 2,000 that could conduct active patrols and not just provide
static security for bases.

AThat meant addi tammoredddumvées and athersgeciaized h  u p

gea , 0 Hamilton said. Nevertheless, the | im
place.

AThe whole interagency process was very wel
[ Georgia], o6 Hamilton says, fAand everyone ul

imessponsi ble to train for these O6frozen conf
OPERATION ASSURED DELIVERY

Georgiabs operations with coalition forces
assault in August, and by September, the United States had airliftedéll 1,8

Georgian troops back home, in time to participate in theywashumanitarian relief

effort.

The U.S. humanitarian mission, dubbed Operation Assured Delivery, airlifted more
than 1,100 tons of supplies between August 18 and September 10, inclalfiiag h
million individual food rations, 25,000 hygiene kits, 20,000 sleeping bags and 8,000
cots, the Defense Department said. Another 123 tons arrived by sea.
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A joint U.S-European assessment team is now in Georgia to assess the level of

civilian and nilitary damage, and civilian monitors from the European Union have
recently arrived. (See AEuropean Union Moni
Georgia ( http://www.america.gov/st/peacesec
english/2008/October/20081001165722dmslahrellek0.8745386.htmI2CR.=t r ue ) . 0)

For more information, see Standing with Georgia (
http://fpolicy.america.gov/fpolicy/security/georgia2.html ).

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site: http://www.aro@igov)
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South African Marine Repair Company Goes Global
(Breaking down racial barriers key to business success) (800)

By Phillip Kurata
Staff Writer

Cape Town, South Africd A black South African businessman hasetacharge of
a quaint, centurpld shiprepair company with the goal of making it a key entity in
the burgeoning West African oil and gas industry.

In so doing, Daniel Bailey, the director of Globe Engineering Works (Pty) Ltd., is
transforming South Afi cadés business culture by elimin
past prevented white midlevel managers from working effectively with black owners.

AFor me, it was to say, OWedre all in this
survival of the compap the livelihoods of the workers and the profits of the

investors, o0 Bailey said. Al't was a chal |l
also for the black employees, to get used
Bailey said hehasmeth e chal |l enge. AYou dondt appeal
person or a white person. You appeal to s

Interestingly, the racial divides were less prominent on the shop floor than in the
manager so6 of fi c e s forcahhdedbecomenntegrdted sesebab r wo r k
decades earlier because of economic necessity.

Skilled workers and artisans were drawn from ethnically mixed groups in the latter
decades of the 20th century to keep the ap:
lad in a Cape Town technical high school, it was the ambition of several of my
classmates to get hired as apprentices of
Globe machine shop shows blacks working alongside whites, welding plates of steel

and repairinga massive propeller axle on a lathe roughly 10 meters long.

The removal of racial divides is only one |
from an oldfashioned shigepair dock. The company is moving away from paper

and ink documents and mahaading machines, becoming a computerized, efficient

regional center for servicing mammoth drilling rigs and oceangoing ships.
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In 2006, the year Bailey and several other black investors bought the company, Globe

posted a record kfacdaswategichdecisidnmaithér khrirkn . A wW
the company and make it into a backwater repair dockyard, or grow it into an
i nternational business, 0 Bailey said.

He and his cohorts opted for the latter, intent on competing for potentially huge profits
by becoming linked to the West African oil and gas exploration and drilling
operations off the coast of Angola and farther north in Nigerian waters.

Establishing this linkage was not an easy task. It was akin to an athlete making it
from the minor leages to the major leagues. The U.S. government, through its South
African International Business Linkages (SAIBL) program, has coached Globe as it
enters this arena.

Gl obebébs new black owners contacted SAI BL i
busins s operati ons. AWe checked its i nformat
and technical and personnel issues. We interviewed each director and learned about

mor ale and strategic planning methods, 0 sali
takinganX-r ay of the business. 0

Before it could win a foreign contract, Globe first had to show that it was qualified for
one. That meant obtaining international certifications of its administrative, industrial,
financial and safety practices. SAIBL broughttonsultants who walked Globe
through each of the processes.

AWe knew that our workers are highly qual:i:
Bail ey said. AWhere we needed help was in
operations. SAIBL providgvaluable assistance in many sectors, both technical and
personnel management . 0

The director chuckled as he rec
computerization. AHe actuall
conputers, 0 he said.

ecall ed
y had a
Bailey said Globe, following advice from SAIBL, puts high priority on complying
with international safety standards. ANO
rigs to our docks i f its wongdaketysdgandandsg not s

which were not applied as rigorously by the previous owners, do more than protect
workers: They also attract business.

Gl obeds financial fortunes made a turn int.
the required certificans, it landed its first international contract to refurbish the

Deep Venture, an oil tanker that has been converted into a drilling platform. That

single contrac to remove rust, repaint and replace equipment, add buoyancy

chambers and so forth wasworth millions of dollars and provided work for

hundreds of workers. Since then, Globe has captured similar contracts, enabling it to

earn about $12 million in 2007, Bailey said.

He predicts that 2008 profits will reach about $17 million.

(This is aproduct of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Fact Sheet: State Department Aids Refugees and Victims of Conflict
(Makes record contribution in $gal Year 2008) (527)

Following is the text of a fact sheet outlining financial contributions from the U.S.
Department of State during Fiscal Year 2008 to help refugees, conflict victims,
stateless persons and vulnerable migrants around the world:

(begin fact sheet)

Media Note

Office of the Spokesman
Washington, DC
October 3, 2008

State Department Makes Record Contribution to Refugees and Victims of Conflict in
Fiscal Year 2008

Between October 1, 2007 and September 30, 2008, the DepacinGtate

contributed a record $1.44 billion to help refugees, conflict victims, stateless persons,
and vulnerable migrants around the world. This money funds international
organizations and negovernmental organizations working to improve the lives of
these populations of concern.

Since the end of World War Il, when Europe faced a flood of refugees and separated
families, the United States has been strong advocate and generous donor on behalf of
refugees and conflict victims. Some of the programsttieabDepartment has

supported in the last year are:

A Assisting Ilragqi refugee families in Jord
books.
A Providing health care, nutritious food,

refugees living along th€harBurma border.

A Providing materials and trai+fficeit for Dar:

stoves.
A Supplying prostheses and other support

A Training t each e rghaniatando rgspphdimore effecivélyjt@ e r s i
sexual violence among returning Afghan refugees.

Most of the Departmentés humanitarian aid
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, the International Committee of the Red

Cross, the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, and

the International Organization for Migration. This practice encourages other donors to
give a nfair shareo of contributions, and
international humanitarian action. We provide flexible and predictable funding where

it is most needed.
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We also provide money to nggovernmental organizations that provide essential
assistance where there are gaps in the international responseampieexn the
Democratic Republic of Congo, the State Department funds the International Medical
Corps to treat returning refugees who are suffering from serious psychological
problems brought on by the horror of civil conflict.

Officials working in tle Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (PRM) at the
State Department closely monitor these contributions and evaluate projects to make
sure that beneficiaries are cared for according to international standards. At American
embassies in regions \Wwitarge populations of concern, State Department refugee
coordinators are responsible for etayday fieldlevel monitoring of activities funded

with American taxpayer dollars consistent with broader U.S. foreign policy

objectives.

The following charshows how funds provided for humanitarian assistance were
distributed among different international and fgmvernmental organizations:

UNHCR: 43.0%

IntraUS Govt/Other: 0.5%

NGOs: 12.1%

Other 10s: 5.8%

IOM: 2.4%

UNRWA: 16.2%

ICRC: 20.0%

[Key: UNHCR (U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees), IntraUS Govt/Other (U.S.
government agencies), NGOs (nongovernmental organizations), 10s (international
organizations), IOM (International Organization for Migration), UNRWA (U.N.
Relief and Works Agecy for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, ICRC
(International Committee of the Red Cross).]

(end fact sheet)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of

State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Virginia Tourism Reflects National Economic Struggles
( Neptune Festival brings a close to Virgini

By Danielle Zielinski
Special Correspondent
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Virginia Beach, Virginiad On one of the last aekends of a lingering summer, the
Virginia Beach boardwalk is packed as people meander through crowds amid aromas
of chickeron-a-stick, fried onions and kettle corn.

This is the Neptune Festival, a celebration that marks the unofficial end of the
Virginia Beach tourism season, and most of the people attending are not tourists but
residents (and voters) of the Hampton Roads area, as this part of Virginia is called.
When they go to the polls in November, these voters likely will have economic
concerns ottheir minds.

In summer 2008, the beach has been somewhat quieter, as people struggling with
higher gas and food prices pared down their vacations, or cut them out entirely.

AEverybody says theyodore down about 10 pe
Woltz said of business at the oceanfront
coordinator and Virginia Beach resident, has worked on the festival in some capacity
since 1975.

Across Virginia Beach, hotel occupancy was down about 3.8 percen2fd07 for

the three summer months, June through August, according to data from Smith Travel
Research, a Tennesdegsed company that compiles regional tourism statistics for
Hampton Roads.

Fewer people in the hotels meant fewer riders for Hampton Rwoadsit's Virginia
Beach trolley lines. Ridership on three lines used by tourists dropped from about
113,000 in June 2007 to just more than 79,000 in June 2008.

The group hit hardest might have been the oceanfront retailers, the surf shops that sell
the printed TFshirts, sunglasses and flilop key chains that tourists take home as
reminders of their Virginia Beach vacation. In 2008, with the rise in food and gas
costs, families ended up with less to spend on purchases like souvenirs, and many
local stop owners reported drops of between 5 percent and 20 percent in sales.

TOURISM VITAL TO ECONOMY

The setbacks are scary for a city that depends on a healthy tourism industry. Visitors

to Virginia Beach spent an estimated $890 million in 2007, acaptdia study by

Old Dominion University, and tourism accounted for roughly $1.44 billion in

economic output, 15,100 jobs, $378 million
$78.4 million in revenue for the city.

ATravel and touhesmcoemami nssvabal ity obf Vi
Ricketts, director of the Virginia Beach Convention and Visitors Bureau, said in a
press release earlier in 2008.

The Neptune Festival is an economic boon to the city, filling the hotels at the
oceanfrontand bringing thousands of local visitors to the boardwalk. The average
attendance at the festival over the last three years has been 500,000 people, generating
$18 million in the Virginia Beach economy.

Although the festival draws just 4 percent ofvitsitors from outside the Hampton
Roads area, 80 percent of these tourists stay in hotels and account for 60 percent of

the economic effect of the festival.
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AHot els have been full all weekend, 06 Ol i vel
onthe oceahr ont , sai d October 5. Altdéds gone a w
woul d, considering the economic situation.

VIRGINIA CANDIDATES SEEK TO ADDRESS ECONOMIC WOES

With financial news seemingly getting worse by the day, the economy has emerged as
apotentialmakeor-or eak i ssue for candidates in Virg
District, which includes Virginia Beach, Norfolk, and parts of Hampton and the

Eastern Shore.

Representative Thelma Drake was among the House of Representative Republicans
whorejected the first $700 billion economic rescue package designed to shore up the
countrybés banks. She told | ocal newspap
I n a statement about her vote, she wurge
the credit markets. o

er 1
d C

Li kewi se Republican candi dat e

, for Senat e
and called for a nfree market s ol

ution t ha-

Democratic Senate candidate Mark Warner said he would luaed for the financial
rescue plan that the House of Representatives rejected, even though he would have
liked more oversight and protections for taxpayers in the plan.

Gl enn Nye, Drakebs opponent for the House
rescugpl an, but resolute that action is needec
an economic assistance package, but taxpayers have to get paid back first. | don't
support wusing taxpayer money for O6gol den p:
Treamsry Secretary Henry] Paulsonds hard worKk

The Senate passed a new version of the economic package October 1, and the House
passed it October 3. Over the next few months, Virginia 2nd residents likely will get a

bettersense f what the fallout from Wall Street 6
Street, and their own boardwal k. (See AFi n
Signs It into Law ( http://www.america.gov/st/eeon

english/2008/0October/20081003163122saikceinawz0.9%1l4 ht ml 2 CP. r ss =t r u

At the Neptune Festival, even during a time of celebration, economic stress showed
itself in small ways. Along the crowded boardwalk, a lemonade vendor displayed a
sign reading: APl ease tip. I need a vacati

This articles part of America.govédés continuing co
congressional districts during the 2008 campaign. Each offers a different prism from

which to view U.S. politics. For more information, see U.S ElectibrState and

Local ( http://uspotics.america.gov/uspolitics/elections/stateandlocal.html ).

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Contributions to Judicial&c es Worri some, Justice O6Connor
(Former Supreme Court justice says businesses stand to suffer in long term) (780)

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washingtord As campaign contributions play a larger role in the election of some
US.judges,et i red Supreme Court Justice Sandra D
interests that attempting to buy influence will not, in the long term, result in a more
businesdriendly legal environment.

Speaking October 2 at the ®MOwron®euretn earhd s
by the Georgetown University Law School i n
qgualified fair and independent judicial br
use of campaign funds damages t hablicg udici ar’

perceptions of it.

g way € |1 ém worried

i Wh i webdbve come a | on
its way back into the |

| e
as the money creeps

Nationwide, 87 percent of all U.S. state court judges face election89astdtes elect

at least some of their judges, according to the National Center for State Courts. In
contrast, judges for the U.S. federal court system are appointed with lifetime tenures.
Only two other nationd Switzerland and Japan hold judicial eletions and do so

only in a very limited way.

Within the U.S. legal community and among the general population, the wisdom of
electing judges has been debated al most fr.

Proponents argue that requiring judges to periodicalhydsfiar election makes them

more accountable to the community. They also cite the transparency of the process,
contrasting it favorably with an appointment system that is conducted in large

measure out of the public view and can be marred by cronyisntsQsftjudicial

elections maintain that campaigning and campaign fundraising open the door to undue
influence, perhaps even corruption.

O6 CONNOR CITES CURRENT, HI STORI CAL EXAMPLE

I n her October 2 remar ks, OO0 Coestviggmiar ef er en
Supreme Court in which a judge who had received campaign contributions from a

wealthy businessman refused to recuse himself from a case in which the businessman

was a litigant. The judge then ruled in favor of the businessman.

Thecaseevéenual | y coul d end up being decided by
Supreme Court, who judicial reformers hope will clarify the circumstances under

which elected judges must disqualify themselves from cases involving campaign

contributors.

The West Virgima example stands to become more common as the amount and
diverse sources of campaign contributions increase. According to the Justice at Stake
Campaign, state supreme court candidates across the United States raised more than
$165 million for their campgns between 1999 and 2007 compared to $62 million

over the previous six years.
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AAs the selection of state court judges be
i nterests of all sides have been pouring a
O&onnor said. Aln the | ong term, that kind
standards for an independent judiciary and
when that happens. 0

To help illustrate her point, she recalled Judge Roy Bean, whas@ourt out of a

saloon in western Texas in the 19th centur:’
drinks, 0 she said, and those who did not w
fine that amounted to the cosahdlawfinthat dr i nk.
order . o

Judge Bean also commuted the death sentence of a prisoner when he discovered the
condemned man had access to a small fortun
profit in | eniency. O

That c¢ ha oforisate erivijoonebti ded not tr afnendlyat e t
|l egal system, O6Connor said. Alt was d
enforce property or contract rights because for every Judge Bean who might be in
your pocket, there was another one insomghbock | seds pocket.

o a |
i ffi

AOnce you hang the 6For Saled6 sign on the
buyer is going to be. o

The only sure result from competing interests pouring money into judicial campaigns
i's that the r ul g@sticefisabpaomal commodity. Bha indreeyou. A S o
pay for it, maybe the |l ess itbés worth, o sh

However, O6Connor acknowledged, businesses
about the judicial branch.

ASome see runaway | lty. Boms seeltigaton delaygdaodn pr ed i ¢
expensive discovery processes that greatly
she said, adding the judiciary increasingl:
experience with complex business issues. 0

All o f these concerns fiineed to be addressed, 0

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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For Iranian Bloggers, Risks Ma Not Deterred Activity
(Former detainee says alternative media are reaching the wider public) (992)

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washingtord For bloggers in Iran, the unpredictability of responses from the

authorities makes it impossible torétell whether they will be targeted in the onrglgoing
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government crackdown on alternative media sources. But fear has not stopped
Iranians from using the blogosphere to influence their fellow citizens.

Earlier in 2008, Iranian authorities decried thegdld dangers of blogging, text

messaging and other popular means of communication. They even threatened to

charge some bloggers with heresy, which carries a potential death sentence. (See
foHereti cd Bl oggers Risk Execution Under 1|
http://www.america.gov/st/freepress

english/ 2008/ September/ 20080911123203esnam

Many Iranian bloggers, including one who now lives in Canada and spoke to
America.gov, have been arrested and served time in prison folating their
opinions.

Al didndédt think they would arrest me, beca
more radically than | did, o0 the blogger sali
they dondét al ways conf r othatcomesandgisme. Thi s |
front of one personés house. No one knows

The worl dbés mainstream news media took not
the arrests in the early 2000s, but since the novelty has worn odf; neays outlets
no longer seem to be paying attention.

ARi ght now there is a gentleman in the cit?
on charges of blogging, for é saying thing:
have to entersuchandsuclte st aur ant, or some ot her place
about it is not reflected and noticed so m

Deciding whom to arrest, while erratic, is a calculated decision by the government,

the blogger said: fAThe r easatsmajduinadisginarr est e
addition to being a blogger, and | was in contact with a vast spectrum of different

people. They thought breaking me and destroying me in the public opinion would
frighten all the other ones. 0

Much to his satisfaction, the bloggascbvered after release from detention that this
was not the case. Many of the people the blogger had encouraged to start blogs or had
offered to help set one up had done so on their own during his absence.

BROADENING THE NARRATIVE

The use of bloggext and Bluetooth messaging, and YouTube has given Iranian
dissenters and students the opportunity to reach a wide audience and challenge the
countryodés mainstream news media with a muc!

In countries where the government either oalstmedia content or pressures news
outlets to engage in satensorship, usegenerated materials can sometimes become
the only source of reliable news. Even in places with greater freedom of expression,
these alternative media sources allow ordinaigens to participate in news coverage
rather than merely be news consumers.

For example, by circulating an online video of the attempted rape of a female student
by a Hezbollahi (religious or cultural police) deputy at Zanjan University in July,

studens were able to demand justice in a case in which it otherwise would har\L/e been
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elusive. The deputy in question was the he.
committee.

The video sparked aoiveeeksiti n by 3, 000 students. fAThey ¢
earlier, and they wanted to cover up the incident. Thigi$itinally led to his arrest,

even though they also arrested that girl, but she was detained for only three days and

then released, 0 the bl ogger said.

The video fiwas s een riolwthomajgriyofuhe peopleamn é b e c a
society have mobile [phones] in lran. é It
aware of the issue, 0 the blogger said, Aan.
Iranian university students to threaten theirowrkséri i f j usti ce was not

Hezbollahi deputy remains under arrest.

In another example, government minister Abbas Palizdar, a longtime supporter of
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, told a group of the paramilitary Basij and
Hezbollahis that Ahmad@jad was not a corrupt officiédl unlike many others in
power.

When a blog circulated a video and transcript of the speech, it caused a sensation now

known in |Iran as fAthe Palizdar Affair.o
Palizdar s remar ks 0emb albyinplyirsgktitey veetebll of t he:
i nvol ved in financi al corruption, 0 the bl o
information was posted to the blog, daily visitors jumped from 100 to 25,000.

AThis caused, first, a ri fl3peopleontchargesr egi me |
that they had taken confidential document s

Other officials were dismissed and some could still face arrest, the blogger said.

net was not twerenoéeNeblogs, YouTube
t have happened. 0

STRATEGIES TO PROTECT FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

The blogger advises those still in Iran to write anonymously and to use filter breakers
or nets that can change IP (Internet Protocol) addresses, infanrtieitccan be used
to trace bloggersdé | ocations.

Another tactic to minimize detection is creating an internal blogging network in
systems such as Bl ogSpot for a group of pe:q
blocking everyone else.

il t w@toa tigoosand or two thousand members for different groups and guilds
and professions. Individuals, organizations or guilds that have similar opinions and
ideol ogies can use these systems, 0 the bl o

The bl ogger expresesepl eoacermot hawafneaaofy @
write anonymousl vy, how to go around the 1|P

But one place for beginners to start learning is through organizations like Reporters
Wit hout Borders. ( See otphper ebslsoigv ee nrtergyi nieTsh ed ol
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you to read ( http://blogs.america.gov/freepress/2008/09/6B&hdbookoppressive
regimesdon%e2%80%9%vantyouto-r ead/ ) . 0)

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S.
Department of Sta. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Diversity Rocks in South Africa
(Los Angelesbased group Ozomatli plays to an enthusiastic crowd) (787)

By Phillip Kurata
Staff Writer

Pretoria, South Africd The lyrics andlmythms of the musical descendants of
Ozomatlid the Aztec god of music and danteresonate in South Africa.

Seven Los Angeles musicians who call their group Ozomatli played their blend of

rock, hiphop, jazz, reggae, cumbia, salsa and other musieaist®ctober 3 to a

mainly black crowd of young people in the city that was once the bastion of apartheid.

Al Il ove it. ltdés lively and d-yeareld s e. Il ¢
student of marketing at Tshwane University of Techgplo

AOzomatli 6s fusion music is wonderful, 0 sai
Tshwane Universityés radio station. A We h,
more than a month now. The response has b

She spoke to America.g@hortly before Ozomatli took the stage for the free outdoor
performance in the square next to the Stat
Rocks. o0 A South African band, Freshlygroun:

While Ozomatli music makers sang, stmed, blew and thumped their hybrid tunes
and lyrics, about 1,000 people gathered in the square to give them a listen. Those at
the foot of the stage waved their hands and danced. Those farther removed swayed
gently on their feet or sat quietly.

PeterNamyai,a36yearol d dr ama director, said, Alt i1 s
but both types of music have similar rhyt h

Oz o mat | -cit§ teur af Boutk Africa and a subsequent visit planned for
Madagascar were organized by the U.S. governeepart of its cultural diplomacy
program.

AOzomat]| i is part of an il lustrious tradit]
Duke EIllington, Benny Goodman and Louis Ar |
stationed in Pr et or musicextolingWwadahandtethreci r me s s ag
diversity, Ozomat |l i I's helping to build br
Ozomatli 6s |l ead singer and trumpet player,

of the band is a testament to its belief in diversity. &ie the band intentionally

reflects the makeup of Los Angeles society.
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AWe are trying to bring a message of cult u
unity, o0 said Sierra. ALook at our musi c a
fromdiffer ent cul tures and religions. Webdre un
humanity. That 6s whatodés i mportant. o

Despite the bandds efforts to bridge sever
give her name, did not respond well to the musitc.eS s ai d: Al don
understand the | anguage. 0

But concertgoers around the world can, evidently. Ozomatli members have served as
U.S. cultural diplomats on previous missions to the Middle East, Indonesia, Nepal and
South America. Whéd reaching out to foreign audiences, the musicians also have
been touched by them.

AWe visited an orphanage yesterday [ Octobe]
were HIV-positive or their parents had died from the disease. They sang and danced

foru s . |l was deeply moved by that, o said dr
Cano said his visit to South Africa is fa
is playing music for people he never thought he would meet. Cano is of Mexican

descent, and his wife ismaixture of Filipino and German backgrounds. He said he is

less politically engaged than other members of the band, but he is no less hopeful than

they are for a world of more peace and harmony for the sake of his children.

The Ozomatli musiciansarpe nl y critical of many of the |
policies, but they participate in U.S. cultural diplomacy activities to show the diversity
and openness of American society.

AWhat the media portray about & ecewunntroy an
sai d Raul Pacheco, a guitarist and singer.
side of the United States. ltds a moving
transformation going on in this country. This type of struggle is gainig anany

parts of the world, including the United S

recognizing the good in each and every one

Asked for his thoughts about how to reconci
happen overnight. Youhaeel e ment s of anger that are tot
part of the | ong process of healing. How
defused in order to move on? We deal with that on a personal level too. In [South

Africa], that processishgpe ni ng. 0

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Go North Series Brings Students on a Virtual Arctic Adventure
(Polar huskietead the way to lessons in social, natural sciences) (943)

By Jeffrey Thomas

Staff Writer
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Washingtord In 2009, a band of fearless scientists, explorers and educators will set
out for Greenlandb6s Arctic noirdopsledyi t h a
taking with them kids in thousands of classrooms from all 50 U.S. states and 29
countries. The average temperature will be far below what most people have ever
experienced as the team huddles in a tent and tries to send messages, photayjraphs an
video to students in classrooms around the world.

The awardwinning Go North! Adventure Learning Seri@swhich recently was

named a laureate of the 2008 Microsoft Education Awandses satellite
communication and interactive Web connections to sakéents on redlme, virtual

trips where they learn about climate change and Arctic cultures from scientists and
indigenous people. Unlike most virtual learning programs, in Go North, the students
are involved in a realorld experience and are seefirgthand the effects of global
climate change.

Go North is the creation of Aaron Doering, an education professor at the University of
Minnesota who was a teacher of middle school and high school social studies when he

got the idea dwentwhrag Ihearcraildgo filan 2001.
Anl was out for a run one morning and |
teaching students is wrong. Wedre using

t hol
t e

e

E
4

students to regurgitat eew.acfiitéswWhdéyo dDoonedrti nwge su

affordances of the technology that have become increasingly available to us and tie it
torealwor | d experiences?00

Doering started calling people and writing grant proposals.

His goal was clear from the outset: to motivstiedents in the classroom by using
authentic realvorld adventures tied to a curriculum. He also wanted his program to

be free so that it woul d re@&atdmtheinfee st uden:!

city, to rural America, to the Arctic. o

More than 3 million students in 3,400 classrooms on six continents have participated
thus far in the Go North adventures.

EXPLORING THE ARCTIC

He decided on a circumpolar look at the Arctic that focuses on these questions: What

|l e knew | ess about t he
ckboard for educati on

/

0

is the Arctic? Who are the Arcticbds peopl e

does the Arctic ecosystem affect the Earth? What part can wentpkatecting the
environment and the lives of traditional people? Will a commitment to sustainability
make a difference in our lives?

Each year, Go North develops a new-g@@eplus curriculum and activity guide on
a particular region of the Arctic amadigenous culture and then launches its
expedition of educato® including a schoolteacher chosen specially for thedtrip
scientists and explorers, traveling through indigenous communities, talking to
indigenous people about climate change, acquitieg traditional knowledge and

then using modern technology to share it with students around the world. 0
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In addition to chatting with the team in the Arctic and following its progress through
photo and video, students get to chat with experts on theesilthe flora and fauna,
and sustainable development.

AfWedre welcomed into these communities bec:
way, by dogsl ed, 06 Doering said. Al mmedi at el
their twoway radiosandaretali ng about the big dogs coming
The students also find the dogs important.

AThe dogs completely engage these | earners
and the kids wild|l i ntroduce themaegmyves, ani
dog i s Butra.o®6 They foll ow these dogs thr o
their | earning experience. o0

In 2004, when the Go North team members arrived back at the airport in Minnesota,
there were about 300 students waiting to greehthe Doer i ng sai d. HAThey
they were part of the project and they want

Ailtés a narrative; I1t6s a story thatodos unf

ndi genous communities arecasisegitlbe Gei N6
their culture and their | anguage that is b

FUTURE ADVENTURES

In 2006, Go North traveled through the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska,
visiting with the Gwi c htbeladventurerd wanttau pi at Es Kk |
Chukotka, Russia, and talked with the Chuk
North traveled through the Fennoscandia region of Finland, Sweden and Norway,

getting to know the Saami.

In 2009, the group plans to travel to Greedland study the Polar Eskimo. In 2010,
the Inuvialuit in Nunavut, Canada, will be the subject.

Each year, the curriculum focuses on a particular environmental issue: in Alaska, oll
exploration; in Chukotka, Russia, mineral exploration; in Fennoscatef@arestation;
in Greenland, maritime exploration; and in Nunavut, Canada, transboundary pollution.

Doering is excited about the potential of adventure learning to spark collaboration

among students around the world. He envisions students shariadyvénmgure of

|l earning whatdods in their backyards, whet he
Australia or the Arctic.

AStudents and teachers wil/ coll ect the ar:
coll aboration oppor t unhave thessdifferannadversuoe pr et t vy
learning environments from around the world that teachers can then pick and choose

from and integrate in their classroom. 0

Visit the Go North! Adventure Learning Series ( http://www.polarhusky.com/ ) Web
site for more infomation.
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Transcript: White House Press Gaggle by Scott Stanzel
(Press secretary briefgporters in San Antonio, Texas) (2946)

(begin transcript)

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
San Antonio, Texas

October 6, 2008

PRESS GAGGLE BY SCOTT STANZEL

Pool Hold
San Antonio, Texas

9:43 A.M. CDT

MR. STANZEL: Thanksgeverybody. We'll go ahead and get started. I'll go through
the President's schedule. | have a couple announcements to make, and then we'll go
ahead and take your questions.

We are here in San Antonio. The President is attending a Congressional D&ist 20
reception. And Stuart should have just provided you the information about the
location where he is attending that event.

This afternoon, the President will make remarks on judicial accomplishments and
judicial philosophy at the Hilton Cincinnati Netrland Plaza in Cincinnati, Ohio.

And I'd like to point out a few things that the President will be talking about in his
speech. He will recognize the good works of Chief Justice Roberts, Justice Alito, and
other judges he has nominated and seen confitmserve on the federal bench. He
will address the importance of appointing judges not to advance their own agendas,
but to interpret the law and, of course, interpreting the Constitution as an enduring
document that does not change with the whim of ipsliHe will also reiterate the
President- or the country deserves a President who will appoint strong, well
qualified judges, and a Senate that will properly consider and confirm these judges,
and these judicial nominees and their families should b&sttevith dignity and

respect throughout the process.

He'll call on the Senate to better serve the American people by removing partisan
politics from and improving upon the judicial confirmation process.

So a little bit of background for you therearky-five of the President's judicial

nominees have never been given a fair up or down vote in the United States Senate.
There are currently 34 judicial vacancies in the federal circuit and district courts, and
16 additional vacancies are expected in gy wear future. And leaving these

vacancies unfilled delays the resolution of legal disputes and increases the backlog of

cases, and that causes a disservice to all Americans.
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