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Palestinian and Israeli Teens Learn About Teamwork, Each Other 

(Group learns to sail together in program supported by State Department) (792) 

 

By Julie Hyman 

Staff Writer 

 

Fairhaven, Massachusetts ð Laughter and jokes about life vests fill the ship as six 

Palestinian and Israeli teenagers anticipate their day sailing together to Cape Cod, 



Page | 3  

 

Massachusetts.  The political conflict that affects their daily lives might be in the 

backs of their minds, but in the windy Atlantic surf, it is clearly more than 8,000 

kilometers away. 

 

The teens have been brought to Fairhaven as part of a project sponsored by the 

Northeast Maritime Institute (NMI) and supported by the State Department. For three 

weeks, they will live and work together as the crew on Fritha, a traditionally rigged 

sailing vessel. Each day, a team made up of a Palestinian and an Israeli will be 

responsible for the shipôs maintenance, including meals and cleaning. (See 

ñPalestinian, Israeli Students Team Up to Become Sailing Crew ( 

http://www.america.gov/st/peacesec-

english/2008/August/20080819184058snamfuak0.5782282.html?CP.rss=tru ).ò) 

 

ñYou are not going to find stronger team-building programs than onboard a ship. 

Your activities require reliance on others to do your job more than anything else, and 

itôs not artificial,ò said Bob Senseney of the State Departmentôs Bureau of Oceans, 

Environment, and Science. 

 

Eric Dawicki, president of NMI and the founder of the project, has visions for the 

project to expand beyond this yearôs six participants. 

 

ñWe thought we wanted to focus just on conflict resolution, but we think leadership 

development is much more the way to go. I think if you broaden the scope of the 

education youôre going to have the ability to manage conflict much better,ò he said. 

 

Dawicki plans to build a vessel specifically for the program and host about 100 young 

people each year, who would spend six months at a time with the project. From there, 

he hopes to join with American universities to offer the participants direct admission 

after their six months at sea. 

 

ñThe skyôs the limit,ò he said. ñThe neat thing about tertiary education or experiential 

education is that it grounds people to want to open their minds and expand their 

minds.ò 

 

MORE THAN JUST SAILING LESSONS 

 

Dawicki has ensured that the experience goes well beyond sailing lessons. The group 

is learning about the maritime industry ð with trips to New Bedford, Connecticutôs 

Whaling Museum and Mystic Seaport ð and also about American culture and 

history. Program participants met with Rhode Island Representative Patrick Kennedy 

at the John F. Kennedy Library and Museum in Boston and attended a Major League 

Soccer game. 

 

The kids agree, however, that the projectôs most important education has involved 

teamwork and learning about the people on the other side of the conflict. 

 

Adi, a 17-year-old Israeli, said he had overcome his initial doubts about working 

closely with the Palestinian students.  Adi admitted that this is the first time he has 

met and interacted with Palestinian teenagers, and that he and they are not much 

different from one another. ñWe are all teenagers of the same age. We like the same 

things,ò he said. 
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He added that they are friends now, and ñonly kilometersò will keep them from a 

reunion after the Palestinians return to their homes in East Jerusalem and the Israelis 

go back to their kibbutzim, or collective farms, which border the Gaza Strip. 

 

Nathalie, a 16-year-old Palestinian girl, agreed.  ñWe learned how to work as one 

team, to work together, to be one hand, to help each other,ò she said. 

 

Tal, a 16-year-old girl from Israel, said she enjoyed getting to know her Palestinian 

peers. 

 

ñI really like the idea of being with people who are different from me and to get to 

know them better and to learn the differences and everything é. Theyôre kids exactly 

like us.ò 

 

For now, though, their thoughts remain on the work ahead of them. After weeks of 

training, they are ready to showcase their sailing ability in the dayôs three-hour sail on 

Fritha. 

 

Adi, Danah (a 17-year-old Palestinian girl) and Oz (a 17-year-old Israeli boy), give 

each other ñhigh fivesò after successfully raising the shipôs sails. Their training and, 

more important, their teamwork has paid off and the ship is moving smoothly toward 

its destination. 

 

Adi agreed that interactions like this one are a positive step toward peace in the 

Middle East. 

 

ñI just know that this project is very important because itôs like one step in the long 

term, in the longer journey,ò he said. 

 

The Fairhaven Project has produced a video ( http://www.thefairhavenproject.com/ ) 

with interviews of the students and faculty.  A guided video tour ( 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nb9yEDeZS0 ) of the Fritha is also available on 

YouTube. 

 

More photos ( http://www.zooomr.com/photos/stephenamericagov/ ) taken on and 

around the Fritha are posted on Zooomr. 

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 

Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Rice Says United States Seeks Closer Ties with Kazakhstan 

(Rice also discussed chairmanship of European group with Kazakh leaders) (489) 

 

By Merle D. Kellerhals Jr. 

Staff Writer 

 

Washington ð The United States is trying to build closer ties with Kazakhstan, but 

that is not intended to undermine Russian influence in Central Asia, Secretary of State 

Condoleezza Rice says. 
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ñFirst of all, Kazakhstan is an independent country. It can have friendships with 

whomever it wishes, and I think Kazakhstan has wished to have friendships and 

relationships with all of its neighbors,ò Rice said during a three-day trip to 

Kazakhstan and India October 4-6. 

 

Rice visited India shortly after President Bush signed legislation that creates the U.S.-

India civil nuclear initiative, which strengthens international nonproliferation efforts 

and opens trade between the United States and India in nuclear technology. 

 

Rice said an expanded relationship with Kazakhstan does not imply a zero-sum game, 

meaning that any U.S. gains in the friendship need not mean Russian losses. 

 

ñWe donôt see and donôt accept any notion of a special sphere of influence,ò she said.  

ñAnd so we look forward to continuing to build our relationship with Kazakhstan.ò 

 

Part of the trip to Kazakhstan was to discuss its upcoming chairmanship of the 

Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, which it assumes in 2010. She 

said the meetings will include talks about its commitments on political reform and 

human rights, but also on broader economic ties and regional engagement. 

 

ñThis is really also a trip that is emblematic of our engagement with Central Asia as a 

whole,ò Rice said during her trip to Astana, Kazakhstan, from India. ñWe have been 

very active in thinking of Central Asia as a place that has important links to 

Afghanistan.ò 

 

And Rice said that before coming on this trip and during brief meetings in New York 

at the United Nations General Assembly opening, she spoke with Foreign Minister 

Marat Tazhin about Kazakhstanôs interest in infrastructure and energy projects in 

Afghanistan. And while Afghanistan is still emerging in terms of reconstruction 

programs, Rice said Afghanistan and Kazakhstan could build ties both in developing 

infrastructure and in expanding energy needs. 

 

Tazhin said he and Rice addressed bilateral cooperation in economic, transportation 

and trade issues. ñA very detailed, concrete discussion has taken place on the whole 

gamut of issues,ò he said. 

 

He said Kazakhstan regards Russia as a strategic partner, but that the relationship with 

the United States is stable and strategic in character. 

 

U.S.-INDIA RELATIONS 

 

While in India, Rice said the U.S.-India civil nuclear agreement approved by 

Congress in the previous week broadens ties between the two nations beyond nuclear 

technology and trade. 

 

ñThis gives a new platform for cooperation in energy matters,ò she said at a press 

briefing with Indian External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee. ñPeople are using 

these ties to gain new technologies to innovate. Investment is flowing both ways, 

creating jobs in both of our countries.ò 

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 

Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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U.S. Military Aid to Georgia Was Never Directed at Russia 

(Training focused exclusively on counterinsurgency and Iraq, expert says) (812) 

 

By Howard Cincotta 

Special Correspondent 

 

Washington ð Contrary to repeated claims by Russian authorities, the United States 

took careful steps to ensure that its military training efforts in Georgia never 

constituted any kind of threat to Russian security interests, according to the official 

who oversaw the program in 2007 and 2008. 

 

ñAt no time did the U.S. attempt to train or equip the Georgian armed forces for a 

conflict with Russia,ò wrote Lieutenant Colonel Robert Hamilton, a defense and 

foreign policy analyst now working for the Center for Strategic and International 

Studies in Washington. 

 

ñIn fact, we deliberately avoided supplying or training the Georgians in conventional 

warfare capabilities like helicopters, artillery or tanks,ò he said in an America.gov 

interview. 

 

Instead, U.S. training focused on developing basic infantry and counterinsurgency 

skills, and preparing special units for service with coalition forces in Iraq, according 

to Hamilton. 

 

PANKISI 

 

The United States actually conducted two distinct training programs with Georgia. 

The first began in 2002. At the time, both Georgia and Russia were concerned about a 

potential safe haven for terrorists and criminals in Georgiaôs lawless and violent 

Pankisi Gorge bordering Chechnya.  Russian President Vladimir Putin threatened 

military action, alleging that Georgia was permitting Chechen rebels a safe haven in 

the area, Hamilton said. 

 

The Bush administration responded with the two-year Georgia Train and Equip 

Program (GTEP) to prepare several light infantry battalions for counterinsurgency 

operations in trouble spots like Pankisi.  

 

ñThe Pankisi Gorge was the catalyst,ò Hamilton said. He recalls a U.S. Army training 

officer at the time saying, ñWe were always instructed not to do anything that would 

not make the Russians welcome our involvement.ò 

 

Hamilton said that, under GTEP, the United States provided Georgia with such basic, 

nonlethal items as uniforms, boots and communications gear ð while facilitating and 

transporting donations of small arms and ammunition from former Warsaw Pact 

nations in Eastern Europe. 

 

The U.S. training effort and Georgian operations in Pankisi clearly succeeded.  ñThe 

identification and safe removal of hidden weapons caches in Pankisi enabled 

Georgian security forces to improve security in the area,ò according to the 2006 State 

Department terrorism report.  
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A year later, the State Department reported that the head of the Russian Border 

Protection Department ñnoted publicly that there were no attempts by militants to 

infiltrate Russia from Georgia in 2007.ò (See ñCountry Reports on Terrorism 2007 ( 

http://www.state.gov/s/ct/rls/crt/2007/ ).ò) 

 

TRAINING FOR IRAQ 

 

The Georgia Sustainment and Stability Operations Program (GSSOP), estimated at 

$190 million, began in 2004 to train battalion-size units in light infantry tactics, 

engineering, logistics and command-and-control operations for service with coalition 

forces in Iraq, according to the U.S. Defense Department.  

 

As with the earlier GTEP program, none of the training involved heavy weaponry like 

artillery or armored vehicles that could raise Russian security concerns, Hamilton 

said. 

 

To ensure its transparency, the Georgia training operation routinely was placed on the 

agenda of any U.S.-Russia meeting, according to Under Secretary of Defense Eric 

Edelman. (See ñGeorgia Security Aid No Threat to Russia, Defense Official Says ( 

http://www.america.gov/st/peacesec-

english/2008/September/20080911105343idybeekcm0.8686182.html ).ò) 

 

The number of U.S. military trainers in Georgia never exceeded 70 at any one time. 

They were primarily U.S. Marines, along with a Navy emergency medical training 

team and communications specialists from the Air Force and Army, according to a 

2007 Defense Department press release. 

 

At the time Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton led the training effort, the Georgians 

decided to expand their commitment in Iraq from about 850 personnel to a brigade-

size unit of approximately 2,000 that could conduct active patrols and not just provide 

static security for bases. 

 

ñThat meant additional training with up-armored Humvees and other specialized 

gear,ò Hamilton said.  Nevertheless, the limit on heavy combat equipment remained in 

place.  

 

ñThe whole interagency process was very well coordinated at the embassy in Tbilisi 

[Georgia],ò Hamilton says, ñand everyone understood that it would have been 

irresponsible to train for these ófrozen conflictsô in the region.ò 

 

OPERATION ASSURED DELIVERY 

 

Georgiaôs operations with coalition forces in Iraq ended abruptly with the Russian 

assault in August, and by September, the United States had airlifted all 1,800 

Georgian troops back home, in time to participate in the post-war humanitarian relief 

effort. 

 

The U.S. humanitarian mission, dubbed Operation Assured Delivery, airlifted more 

than 1,100 tons of supplies between August 18 and September 10, including half a 

million individual food rations, 25,000 hygiene kits, 20,000 sleeping bags and 8,000 

cots, the Defense Department said.  Another 123 tons arrived by sea. 
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A joint U.S.-European assessment team is now in Georgia to assess the level of 

civilian and military damage, and civilian monitors from the European Union have 

recently arrived. (See ñEuropean Union Monitors Enter Security Buffer Zones in 

Georgia ( http://www.america.gov/st/peacesec-

english/2008/October/20081001165722dmslahrellek0.8745386.html?CP.rss=true ).ò) 

 

For more information, see Standing with Georgia ( 

http://fpolicy.america.gov/fpolicy/security/georgia2.html ). 

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 

Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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South African Marine Repair Company Goes Global 

(Breaking down racial barriers key to business success) (800) 

 

By Phillip Kurata 

Staff Writer 

 

Cape Town, South Africa ð A black South African businessman has taken charge of 

a quaint, century-old ship-repair company with the goal of making it a key entity in 

the burgeoning West African oil and gas industry. 

 

In so doing, Daniel Bailey, the director of Globe Engineering Works (Pty) Ltd., is 

transforming South Africaôs business culture by eliminating racial divides that in the 

past prevented white midlevel managers from working effectively with black owners. 

 

ñFor me, it was to say, óWeôre all in this together.ô  We need to succeed for the 

survival of the company, the livelihoods of the workers and the profits of the 

investors,ò Bailey said.   ñIt was a challenge, not only for the white employees, but 

also for the black employees, to get used to the fact that black owners are in place.ò 

 

Bailey said he has met the challenge.  ñYou donôt appeal to somebody as a black 

person or a white person.  You appeal to someone as a person,ò he said. 

 

Interestingly, the racial divides were less prominent on the shop floor than in the 

managersô offices; the manual labor work force had become integrated several 

decades earlier because of economic necessity.   

 

Skilled workers and artisans were drawn from ethnically mixed groups in the latter 

decades of the 20th century to keep the apartheid economy operating. ñWhen I was a 

lad in a Cape Town technical high school, it was the ambition of several of my 

classmates to get hired as apprentices of Globe,ò Bailey said.  A walk through the 

Globe machine shop shows blacks working alongside whites, welding plates of steel 

and repairing a massive propeller axle on a lathe roughly 10 meters long. 

 

The removal of racial divides is only one part of Globeôs attempt to transform itself 

from an old-fashioned ship-repair dock.  The company is moving away from paper 

and ink documents and manual adding machines, becoming a computerized, efficient 

regional center for servicing mammoth drilling rigs and oceangoing ships. 
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In 2006, the year Bailey and several other black investors bought the company, Globe 

posted a record loss of $10 million.  ñWe faced a strategic decision ð either shrink 

the company and make it into a backwater repair dockyard, or grow it into an 

international business,ò Bailey said. 

 

He and his cohorts opted for the latter, intent on competing for potentially huge profits 

by becoming linked to the West African oil and gas exploration and drilling 

operations off the coast of Angola and farther north in Nigerian waters.   

 

Establishing this linkage was not an easy task.  It was akin to an athlete making it 

from the minor leagues to the major leagues.  The U.S. government, through its South 

African International Business Linkages (SAIBL) program, has coached Globe as it 

enters this arena. 

 

Globeôs new black owners contacted SAIBL in 2006 and requested an analysis of its 

business operations.  ñWe checked its information systems, its pricing mechanisms, 

and technical and personnel issues.  We interviewed each director and learned about 

morale and strategic planning methods,ò said SAIBLôs Bertram Richards.  ñIt was like 

taking an X-ray of the business.ò 

 

Before it could win a foreign contract, Globe first had to show that it was qualified for 

one.  That meant obtaining international certifications of its administrative, industrial, 

financial and safety practices.  SAIBL brought in consultants who walked Globe 

through each of the processes. 

 

ñWe knew that our workers are highly qualified.  Theyôre definitely world class,ò 

Bailey said.  ñWhere we needed help was in administrative, financial and marketing 

operations.  SAIBL provided valuable assistance in many sectors, both technical and 

personnel management.ò 

 

The director chuckled as he recalled the resistance of one of Globeôs accountants to 

computerization.  ñHe actually had a plaque on his wall saying something nasty about 

computers,ò he said. 

 

Bailey said Globe, following advice from SAIBL, puts high priority on complying 

with international safety standards.  ñNo foreign company wants to send its ships or 

rigs to our docks if its workers are not safe,ò he said.  He said strong safety standards, 

which were not applied as rigorously by the previous owners, do more than protect 

workers: They also attract business. 

 

Globeôs financial fortunes made a turn into profitability in 2007, when, after obtaining 

the required certifications, it landed its first international contract to refurbish the 

Deep Venture, an oil tanker that has been converted into a drilling platform.  That 

single contract ð to remove rust, repaint and replace equipment, add buoyancy 

chambers and so forth ð was worth millions of dollars and provided work for 

hundreds of workers.  Since then, Globe has captured similar contracts, enabling it to 

earn about $12 million in 2007, Bailey said. 

 

He predicts that 2008 profits will reach about $17 million. 

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 

Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Fact Sheet: State Department Aids Refugees and Victims of Conflict 

(Makes record contribution in Fiscal Year 2008) (527) 

 

Following is the text of a fact sheet outlining financial contributions from the U.S. 

Department of State during Fiscal Year 2008 to help refugees, conflict victims, 

stateless persons and vulnerable migrants around the world: 

 

(begin fact sheet) 

 

Media Note 

Office of the Spokesman 

Washington, DC 

October 3, 2008 

 

State Department Makes Record Contribution to Refugees and Victims of Conflict in 

Fiscal Year 2008 

 

Between October 1, 2007 and September 30, 2008, the Department of State 

contributed a record $1.44 billion to help refugees, conflict victims, stateless persons, 

and vulnerable migrants around the world. This money funds international 

organizations and non-governmental organizations working to improve the lives of 

these populations of concern. 

 

Since the end of World War II, when Europe faced a flood of refugees and separated 

families, the United States has been strong advocate and generous donor on behalf of 

refugees and conflict victims. Some of the programs that the Department has 

supported in the last year are: 

 

Å Assisting Iraqi refugee families in Jordan and Syria with school fees, uniforms and 

books.  

 

Å Providing health care, nutritious food, clean water and sanitation to Burmese 

refugees living along the Thai-Burma border.  

 

Å Providing materials and training for Darfur refugees to build and use fuel-efficient 

stoves.  

 

Å Supplying prostheses and other support for disabled Palestinian refugee children.  

 

Å Training teachers and police officers in Afghanistan to respond more effectively to 

sexual violence among returning Afghan refugees.  

 

Most of the Departmentôs humanitarian aid goes to multilateral institutions, such as 

the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, the International Committee of the Red 

Cross, the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, and 

the International Organization for Migration. This practice encourages other donors to 

give a ñfair shareò of contributions, and demonstrates our commitment to coordinated 

international humanitarian action. We provide flexible and predictable funding where 

it is most needed.  

 



Page | 11  

 

We also provide money to non-governmental organizations that provide essential 

assistance where there are gaps in the international response. For example, in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo, the State Department funds the International Medical 

Corps to treat returning refugees who are suffering from serious psychological 

problems brought on by the horror of civil conflict.  

 

Officials working in the Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (PRM) at the 

State Department closely monitor these contributions and evaluate projects to make 

sure that beneficiaries are cared for according to international standards. At American 

embassies in regions with large populations of concern, State Department refugee 

coordinators are responsible for day-to-day field-level monitoring of activities funded 

with American taxpayer dollars consistent with broader U.S. foreign policy 

objectives.  

 

The following chart shows how funds provided for humanitarian assistance were 

distributed among different international and non-governmental organizations: 

 

UNHCR: 43.0% 

 

IntraUS Govt/Other: 0.5% 

 

NGOs: 12.1% 

 

Other IOs: 5.8% 

 

IOM: 2.4% 

 

UNRWA: 16.2% 

 

ICRC: 20.0% 

 

[Key: UNHCR (U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees), IntraUS Govt/Other (U.S. 

government agencies), NGOs (nongovernmental organizations), IOs (international 

organizations), IOM (International Organization for Migration), UNRWA (U.N. 

Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, ICRC 

(International Committee of the Red Cross).] 

 

(end fact sheet) 

 

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of 

State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Virginia Tourism Reflects National Economic Struggles 

(Neptune Festival brings a close to Virginia Beachôs summer tourist season) (917) 

 

By Danielle Zielinski 

Special Correspondent 
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Virginia Beach, Virginia ð On one of the last weekends of a lingering summer, the 

Virginia Beach boardwalk is packed as people meander through crowds amid aromas 

of chicken-on-a-stick, fried onions and kettle corn. 

 

This is the Neptune Festival, a celebration that marks the unofficial end of the 

Virginia Beach tourism season, and most of the people attending are not tourists but 

residents (and voters) of the Hampton Roads area, as this part of Virginia is called. 

When they go to the polls in November, these voters likely will have economic 

concerns on their minds. 

 

In summer 2008, the beach has been somewhat quieter, as people struggling with 

higher gas and food prices pared down their vacations, or cut them out entirely.  

 

ñEverybody says theyôre down about 10 percent, but you never know,ò Marlene 

Woltz said of business at the oceanfrontôs hotels and restaurants. Woltz, a volunteer 

coordinator and Virginia Beach resident, has worked on the festival in some capacity 

since 1975. 

 

Across Virginia Beach, hotel occupancy was down about 3.8 percent from 2007 for 

the three summer months, June through August, according to data from Smith Travel 

Research, a Tennessee-based company that compiles regional tourism statistics for 

Hampton Roads. 

 

Fewer people in the hotels meant fewer riders for Hampton Roads Transit's Virginia 

Beach trolley lines. Ridership on three lines used by tourists dropped from about 

113,000 in June 2007 to just more than 79,000 in June 2008. 

 

The group hit hardest might have been the oceanfront retailers, the surf shops that sell 

the printed T-shirts, sunglasses and flip-flop key chains that tourists take home as 

reminders of their Virginia Beach vacation. In 2008, with the rise in food and gas 

costs, families ended up with less to spend on purchases like souvenirs, and many 

local shop owners reported drops of between 5 percent and 20 percent in sales. 

 

TOURISM VITAL TO ECONOMY 

 

The setbacks are scary for a city that depends on a healthy tourism industry. Visitors 

to Virginia Beach spent an estimated $890 million in 2007, according to a study by 

Old Dominion University, and tourism accounted for roughly $1.44 billion in 

economic output, 15,100 jobs, $378 million in earnings for the cityôs residents and 

$78.4 million in revenue for the city. 

 

ñTravel and tourism remains vital to the economic stability of Virginia Beach,ò James 

Ricketts, director of the Virginia Beach Convention and Visitors Bureau, said in a 

press release earlier in 2008. 

 

The Neptune Festival is an economic boon to the city, filling the hotels at the 

oceanfront and bringing thousands of local visitors to the boardwalk. The average 

attendance at the festival over the last three years has been 500,000 people, generating 

$18 million in the Virginia Beach economy. 

 

Although the festival draws just 4 percent of its visitors from outside the Hampton 

Roads area, 80 percent of these tourists stay in hotels and account for 60 percent of 

the economic effect of the festival. 
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ñHotels have been full all weekend,ò Oliver Joyner, owner of the Capes Resort Hotel 

on the oceanfront, said October 5. ñItôs gone a whole lot better than we thought it 

would, considering the economic situation.ò 

 

VIRGINIA CANDIDATES SEEK TO ADDRESS ECONOMIC WOES 

 

With financial news seemingly getting worse by the day, the economy has emerged as 

a potential make-or-break issue for candidates in Virginiaôs 2nd Congressional 

District, which includes Virginia Beach, Norfolk, and parts of Hampton and the 

Eastern Shore. 

 

Representative Thelma Drake was among the House of Representative Republicans 

who rejected the first $700 billion economic rescue package designed to shore up the 

countryôs banks. She told local newspaper the Daily Press she was ñtotally against it.ò 

In a statement about her vote, she urged Congress to consider ñalternatives to restore 

the credit markets.ò  

 

Likewise, Republican candidate for Senate Jim Gilmore labeled the plan ñridiculousò 

and called for a ñfree market solution that will have some lasting staying power.ò 

 

Democratic Senate candidate Mark Warner said he would have voted for the financial 

rescue plan that the House of Representatives rejected, even though he would have 

liked more oversight and protections for taxpayers in the plan. 

 

Glenn Nye, Drakeôs opponent for the House seat, was skeptical of the economic 

rescue plan, but resolute that action is needed. Nye told the Daily Press: ñI do support 

an economic assistance package, but taxpayers have to get paid back first. I don't 

support using taxpayer money for ógolden parachutesô for executives. I applaud [U.S. 

Treasury Secretary Henry] Paulsonôs hard work. ... We have to act quickly.ò 

 

The Senate passed a new version of the economic package October 1, and the House 

passed it October 3. Over the next few months, Virginia 2nd residents likely will get a 

better sense of what the fallout from Wall Streetôs financial crisis means for Main 

Street, and their own boardwalk. (See ñFinancial Rescue Bill Boosts Hope as Bush 

Signs It into Law ( http://www.america.gov/st/econ-

english/2008/October/20081003163122saikceinawz0.9851496.html?CP.rss=true ).ò) 

 

At the Neptune Festival, even during a time of celebration, economic stress showed 

itself in small ways. Along the crowded boardwalk, a lemonade vendor displayed a 

sign reading: ñPlease tip. I need a vacation.ò 

 

This article is part of America.govôs continuing coverage of seven of the 435 U.S. 

congressional districts during the 2008 campaign. Each offers a different prism from 

which to view U.S. politics. For more information, see U.S Elections ð State and 

Local ( http://uspolitics.america.gov/uspolitics/elections/stateandlocal.html ). 

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 

Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Contributions to Judicial Races Worrisome, Justice OôConnor Says 

(Former Supreme Court justice says businesses stand to suffer in long term) (780) 

 

By Stephen Kaufman 

Staff Writer 

 

Washington ð As campaign contributions play a larger role in the election of some 

U.S. judges, retired Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day OôConnor warned business 

interests that attempting to buy influence will not, in the long term, result in a more 

business-friendly legal environment. 

 

Speaking October 2 at the ñOur Courts and Corporate Citizenshipò conference hosted 

by the Georgetown University Law School in Washington, OôConnor said ña 

qualified fair and independent judicial branchò benefits everyone, but the increased 

use of campaign funds damages the judiciaryôs impartiality and fuels negative public 

perceptions of it.  

 

ñWhile weôve come a long way é Iôm worried that we are inching sort of backwards 

as the money creeps its way back into the judicial races,ò she said. 

 

Nationwide, 87 percent of all U.S. state court judges face elections, and 39 states elect 

at least some of their judges, according to the National Center for State Courts. In 

contrast, judges for the U.S. federal court system are appointed with lifetime tenures. 

Only two other nations ð Switzerland and Japan ð hold judicial elections and do so 

only in a very limited way. 

 

Within the U.S. legal community and among the general population, the wisdom of 

electing judges has been debated almost from the nationôs founding. 

 

Proponents argue that requiring judges to periodically stand for election makes them 

more accountable to the community. They also cite the transparency of the process, 

contrasting it favorably with an appointment system that is conducted in large 

measure out of the public view and can be marred by cronyism. Critics of judicial 

elections maintain that campaigning and campaign fundraising open the door to undue 

influence, perhaps even corruption. 

 

OôCONNOR CITES CURRENT, HISTORICAL EXAMPLES 

 

In her October 2 remarks, OôConnor referenced a case on appeal to the West Virginia 

Supreme Court in which a judge who had received campaign contributions from a 

wealthy businessman refused to recuse himself from a case in which the businessman 

was a litigant. The judge then ruled in favor of the businessman. 

 

The case eventually could end up being decided by OôConnorôs successors in the 

Supreme Court, who judicial reformers hope will clarify the circumstances under 

which elected judges must disqualify themselves from cases involving campaign 

contributors. 

 

The West Virginia example stands to become more common as the amount and 

diverse sources of campaign contributions increase. According to the Justice at Stake 

Campaign, state supreme court candidates across the United States raised more than 

$165 million for their campaigns between 1999 and 2007 compared to $62 million 

over the previous six years. 
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ñAs the selection of state court judges becomes ever more political, I think the 

interests of all sides have been pouring a great deal of money into state judicial races,ò 

OôConnor said. ñIn the long term, that kind of a system undermines our notions and 

standards for an independent judiciary and é business interests ultimately suffer too 

when that happens.ò 

 

To help illustrate her point, she recalled Judge Roy Bean, who ran his court out of a 

saloon in western Texas in the 19th century. ñEveryone ... was expected to buy 

drinks,ò she said, and those who did not were held in contempt and ordered to pay a 

fine that amounted to the cost of a drink. ñHe was selling ice cold beer and law in that 

order.ò  

 

Judge Bean also commuted the death sentence of a prisoner when he discovered the 

condemned man had access to a small fortune and sensed that ñthere might be some 

profit in leniency.ò 

 

That chaotic ñjustice-for-sale environmentò did not translate to a business-friendly 

legal system, OôConnor said. ñIt was difficult to have faith that the government would 

enforce property or contract rights because for every Judge Bean who might be in 

your pocket, there was another one in somebody elseôs pocket. 

 

ñOnce you hang the óFor Saleô sign on the courthouse door, you canôt predict who the 

buyer is going to be.ò 

 

The only sure result from competing interests pouring money into judicial campaigns 

is that the rule of law will suffer. ñSo justice is a special commodity. The more you 

pay for it, maybe the less itôs worth,ò she said. 

 

However, OôConnor acknowledged, businesses and other parties have ñreal concernsò 

about the judicial branch. 

 

ñSome see runaway juries creating unpredictability. Some see litigation delayed and 

expensive discovery processes that greatly increase the cost and time of litigation,ò 

she said, adding the judiciary increasingly is made up of younger judges ñwho lack 

experience with complex business issues.ò 

 

All of these concerns ñneed to be addressed,ò OôConnor said. 

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 

Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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For Iranian Bloggers, Risks Have Not Deterred Activity 

(Former detainee says alternative media are reaching the wider public) (992) 

 

By Stephen Kaufman 

Staff Writer 

 

Washington ð For bloggers in Iran, the unpredictability of responses from the 

authorities makes it impossible to foretell whether they will be targeted in the ongoing 
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government crackdown on alternative media sources. But fear has not stopped 

Iranians from using the blogosphere to influence their fellow citizens. 

 

Earlier in 2008, Iranian authorities decried the alleged dangers of blogging, text 

messaging and other popular means of communication. They even threatened to 

charge some bloggers with heresy, which carries a potential death sentence. (See 

ñóHereticô Bloggers Risk Execution Under Iranôs New Restrictions ( 

http://www.america.gov/st/freepress-

english/2008/September/20080911123203esnamfuak0.7084772.html?CP.rss=true ).ò) 

 

Many Iranian bloggers, including one who now lives in Canada and spoke to 

America.gov, have been arrested and served time in prison for circulating their 

opinions. 

 

ñI didnôt think they would arrest me, because there were other bloggers who wrote 

more radically than I did,ò the blogger said. ñThere is really no safety in numbers, and 

they donôt always confront everyone. This is a drunk camel that comes and sits in 

front of one personôs house. No one knows whose number this lottery will pick.ò 

 

The worldôs mainstream news media took note when the Iranian government began 

the arrests in the early 2000s, but since the novelty has worn off, major news outlets 

no longer seem to be paying attention. 

 

ñRight now there is a gentleman in the city of Bushehr in southern Iran who is on trial 

on charges of blogging, for é saying things like, óWhat right does law enforcement 

have to enter such and such restaurant, or some other place?ô  However, é the news 

about it is not reflected and noticed so much.ò 

 

Deciding whom to arrest, while erratic, is a calculated decision by the government, 

the blogger said: ñThe reason they arrested me was because I was also a journalist in 

addition to being a blogger, and I was in contact with a vast spectrum of different 

people. They thought breaking me and destroying me in the public opinion would 

frighten all the other ones.ò 

 

Much to his satisfaction, the blogger discovered after release from detention that this 

was not the case. Many of the people the blogger had encouraged to start blogs or had 

offered to help set one up had done so on their own during his absence. 

 

BROADENING THE NARRATIVE 

 

The use of blogs, text and Bluetooth messaging, and YouTube has given Iranian 

dissenters and students the opportunity to reach a wide audience and challenge the 

countryôs mainstream news media with a much different narrative. 

 

In countries where the government either controls media content or pressures news 

outlets to engage in self-censorship, user-generated materials can sometimes become 

the only source of reliable news.  Even in places with greater freedom of expression, 

these alternative media sources allow ordinary citizens to participate in news coverage 

rather than merely be news consumers. 

 

For example, by circulating an online video of the attempted rape of a female student 

by a Hezbollahi (religious or cultural police) deputy at Zanjan University in July, 

students were able to demand justice in a case in which it otherwise would have been 
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elusive. The deputy in question was the head of the universityôs disciplinary 

committee. 

 

The video sparked a one-week sit-in by 3,000 students. ñThey did not arrest him 

earlier, and they wanted to cover up the incident. This [sit-in] finally led to his arrest, 

even though they also arrested that girl, but she was detained for only three days and 

then released,ò the blogger said. 

 

The video ñwas seen throughout Iran é because now the majority of the people in 

society have mobile [phones] in Iran. é It was spread around and everyone became 

aware of the issue,ò the blogger said, ñand [the widespread circulation] caused other 

Iranian university students to threaten their own strike if justice was not served.ò The 

Hezbollahi deputy remains under arrest. 

 

In another example, government minister Abbas Palizdar, a longtime supporter of 

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, told a group of the paramilitary Basij and 

Hezbollahis that Ahmadinejad was not a corrupt official ð unlike many others in 

power. 

 

When a blog circulated a video and transcript of the speech, it caused a sensation now 

known in Iran as ñthe Palizdar Affair.ò 

 

Palizdarôs remarks ñembarrassed all of these senior clerics [by implying] they were all 

involved in financial corruption,ò the blogger said. In the 24 hours after the 

information was posted to the blog, daily visitors jumped from 100 to 25,000. 

 

ñThis caused, first, a rift in the regime itself, and they arrested 13 people on charges 

that they had taken confidential documents out of the inspector generalôs office.ò 

Other officials were dismissed and some could still face arrest, the blogger said. 

 

ñIf the Internet was not there, if YouTube did not exist, if there were no Web logs, 

this would not have happened.ò 

 

STRATEGIES TO PROTECT FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 

 

The blogger advises those still in Iran to write anonymously and to use filter breakers 

or nets that can change IP (Internet Protocol) addresses, information that can be used 

to trace bloggersô locations. 

 

Another tactic to minimize detection is creating an internal blogging network in 

systems such as BlogSpot for a group of people who can read each otherôs blogs while 

blocking everyone else. 

 

ñIt can go up to a thousand or two thousand members for different groups and guilds 

and professions. Individuals, organizations or guilds that have similar opinions and 

ideologies can use these systems,ò the blogger said. 

 

The blogger expressed concern that ñmany people are not aware of é how one can 

write anonymously, how to go around the IP issue, how to go around filtering.ò 

 

But one place for beginners to start learning is through organizations like Reporters 

Without Borders. (See the blog entry ñThe handbook oppressive regimes donôt want 
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you to read ( http://blogs.america.gov/freepress/2008/09/08/the-handbook-oppressive-

regimes-don%e2%80%99t-want-you-to-read/ ).ò) 

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 

Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Diversity Rocks in South Africa 

(Los Angelesïbased group Ozomatli plays to an enthusiastic crowd) (787) 

 

By Phillip Kurata 

Staff Writer 

 

Pretoria, South Africa ð The lyrics and rhythms of the musical descendants of 

Ozomatli ð the Aztec god of music and dance ð resonate in South Africa. 

 

Seven Los Angeles musicians who call their group Ozomatli played their blend of 

rock, hip-hop, jazz, reggae, cumbia, salsa and other musical strains October 3 to a 

mainly black crowd of young people in the city that was once the bastion of apartheid. 

 

ñI love it.  Itôs lively and diverse.  I could listen all night,ò said Nathi, a 23-year-old 

student of marketing at Tshwane University of Technology. 

 

ñOzomatliôs fusion music is wonderful,ò said Nandipha ñNastyò Jeke, a disc jockey at 

Tshwane Universityôs radio station.  ñWe have been playing Ozomatliôs music for 

more than a month now.  The response has been terrific.ò 

 

She spoke to America.gov shortly before Ozomatli took the stage for the free outdoor 

performance in the square next to the State Theatre.  The concert was titled ñDiversity 

Rocks.ò A South African band, Freshlyground, shared top billing. 

 

While Ozomatli music makers sang, strummed, blew and thumped their hybrid tunes 

and lyrics, about 1,000 people gathered in the square to give them a listen.  Those at 

the foot of the stage waved their hands and danced.  Those farther removed swayed 

gently on their feet or sat quietly. 

 

Peter Namyai, a 30-year-old drama director, said, ñIt is different from African music, 

but both types of music have similar rhythms.ò 

 

Ozomatliôs three-city tour of South Africa and a subsequent visit planned for 

Madagascar were organized by the U.S. government as part of its cultural diplomacy 

program. 

 

ñOzomatli is part of an illustrious tradition of American cultural ambassadors, such as 

Duke Ellington, Benny Goodman and Louis Armstrong,ò said a U.S. diplomat 

stationed in Pretoria.  ñWith their message and music extolling racial and ethnic 

diversity, Ozomatli is helping to build bridges through cultural power.ò 

 

Ozomatliôs lead singer and trumpet player, Asdru Sierra, said the ethnic composition 

of the band is a testament to its belief in diversity.  He said the band intentionally 

reflects the makeup of Los Angeles society. 
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ñWe are trying to bring a message of cultural diversity, and at the same time weôre in 

unity,ò said Sierra.  ñLook at our music and the ethnic makeup of our band.  We come 

from different cultures and religions.  Weôre united in one single understanding about 

humanity.  Thatôs whatôs important.ò 

 

Despite the bandôs efforts to bridge several cultures, one teenage girl, who would not 

give her name, did not respond well to the music.  She said: ñI donôt like rock.  I canôt 

understand the language.ò 

 

But concertgoers around the world can, evidently.  Ozomatli members have served as 

U.S. cultural diplomats on previous missions to the Middle East, Indonesia, Nepal and 

South America.  While reaching out to foreign audiences, the musicians also have 

been touched by them. 

 

ñWe visited an orphanage yesterday [October 2].  There were about 300 children who 

were HIV-positive or their parents had died from the disease.  They sang and danced 

for us.  I was deeply moved by that,ò said drummer Chris Cano. 

 

Cano said his visit to South Africa is ña great opportunity and a blessingò because he 

is playing music for people he never thought he would meet.  Cano is of Mexican 

descent, and his wife is a mixture of Filipino and German backgrounds.  He said he is 

less politically engaged than other members of the band, but he is no less hopeful than 

they are for a world of more peace and harmony for the sake of his children. 

 

The Ozomatli musicians are openly critical of many of the Bush administrationôs 

policies, but they participate in U.S. cultural diplomacy activities to show the diversity 

and openness of American society. 

 

ñWhat the media portray about a country and the reality of a country are different,ò 

said Raul Pacheco, a guitarist and singer.  ñMaybe we help South Africans see another 

side of the United States.  Itôs a moving experience for me to see South Africa and the 

transformation going on in this country. This type of struggle is going on in many 

parts of the world, including the United States.  For us, weôre on the side of 

recognizing the good in each and every one of us.ò 

 

Asked for his thoughts about how to reconcile differences, Pacheco said: ñIt does not 

happen overnight.  You have elements of anger that are totally understandable.  Itôs 

part of the long process of healing.  How can a personôs anger be recognized and then 

defused in order to move on?  We deal with that on a personal level too.  In [South 

Africa], that process is happening.ò 

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 

Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Go North Series Brings Students on a Virtual Arctic Adventure 

(Polar huskies lead the way to lessons in social, natural sciences) (943) 

 

By Jeffrey Thomas 

Staff Writer 
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Washington ð In 2009, a band of fearless scientists, explorers and educators will set 

out for Greenlandôs Arctic north with a team of polar huskies pulling their dogsled, 

taking with them kids in thousands of classrooms from all 50 U.S. states and 29 

countries. The average temperature will be far below what most people have ever 

experienced as the team huddles in a tent and tries to send messages, photographs and 

video to students in classrooms around the world.  

 

The award-winning Go North! Adventure Learning Series ð which recently was 

named a laureate of the 2008 Microsoft Education Award ð uses satellite 

communication and interactive Web connections to take students on real-time, virtual 

trips where they learn about climate change and Arctic cultures from scientists and 

indigenous people.  Unlike most virtual learning programs, in Go North, the students 

are involved in a real-world experience and are seeing firsthand the effects of global 

climate change.  

 

Go North is the creation of Aaron Doering, an education professor at the University of 

Minnesota who was a teacher of middle school and high school social studies when he 

got the idea for what he calls ñadventure learningò in 2001.  

 

ñI was out for a run one morning and I thought to myself, óThe way that weôre 

teaching students is wrong. Weôre using text books that are 10 years old; weôre asking 

students to regurgitate facts,ôò Doering said in an interview. ñóWhy donôt we use the 

affordances of the technology that have become increasingly available to us and tie it 

to real-world experiences?ôò 

 

Doering started calling people and writing grant proposals. 

 

His goal was clear from the outset: to motivate students in the classroom by using 

authentic real-world adventures tied to a curriculum. He also wanted his program to 

be free so that it would reach ñthe students that need to be reached ð from the inner 

city, to rural America, to the Arctic.ò 

 

More than 3 million students in 3,400 classrooms on six continents have participated 

thus far in the Go North adventures. 

 

ñAt that time, people knew less about the Arctic than they knew about the moon; it 

was the perfect blackboard for education,ò he said. 

 

EXPLORING THE ARCTIC 

 

He decided on a circumpolar look at the Arctic that focuses on these questions: What 

is the Arctic? Who are the Arcticôs people? How do we affect the Arctic and how 

does the Arctic ecosystem affect the Earth? What part can we take in protecting the 

environment and the lives of traditional people? Will a commitment to sustainability 

make a difference in our lives? 

 

Each year, Go North develops a new 300-page-plus curriculum and activity guide on 

a particular region of the Arctic and indigenous culture and then launches its 

expedition of educators ð including a schoolteacher chosen specially for the trip ð 

scientists and explorers, traveling through indigenous communities, talking to 

indigenous people about climate change, acquiring their traditional knowledge and 

then using modern technology to share it with students around the world. 
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In addition to chatting with the team in the Arctic and following its progress through 

photo and video, students get to chat with experts on the cultures, the flora and fauna, 

and sustainable development.   

 

ñWeôre welcomed into these communities because weôre traveling in the traditional 

way, by dogsled,ò Doering said. ñImmediately as we travel into town, they get on 

their two-way radios and are talking about the big dogs coming into town.ò 

 

The students also find the dogs important. 

 

ñThe dogs completely engage these learners,ò Doering said.  ñI go into the classroom, 

and the kids will introduce themselves, and theyôll say, óHi, my nameôs Bobby and my 

dog is Butra.ô They follow these dogs throughout the entire project, and itôs part of 

their learning experience.ò 

 

In 2004, when the Go North team members arrived back at the airport in Minnesota, 

there were about 300 students waiting to greet them, Doering said. ñThey felt like 

they were part of the project and they wanted to see us return.ò 

 

ñItôs a narrative; itôs a story thatôs unfolding, and they want to be part of it,ò he said.  

 

Indigenous communities are using the Go North curriculum ñbecause itôs reinforcing 

their culture and their language that is being lost today,ò he added. 

 

FUTURE ADVENTURES  

 

In 2006, Go North traveled through the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska, 

visiting with the Gwichôin and Inupiat Eskimo. In 2007, the adventurers went to 

Chukotka, Russia, and talked with the Chukchi and Yuôpik peoples. In 2008, Go 

North traveled through the Fennoscandia region of Finland, Sweden and Norway, 

getting to know the Saami. 

 

In 2009, the group plans to travel to Greenland and study the Polar Eskimo. In 2010, 

the Inuvialuit in Nunavut, Canada, will be the subject. 

 

Each year, the curriculum focuses on a particular environmental issue: in Alaska, oil 

exploration; in Chukotka, Russia, mineral exploration; in Fennoscandia, deforestation; 

in Greenland, maritime exploration; and in Nunavut, Canada, transboundary pollution.  

 

Doering is excited about the potential of adventure learning to spark collaboration 

among students around the world. He envisions students sharing the adventure of 

learning whatôs in their backyards, whether they live in Minnesota, California, 

Australia or the Arctic. 

 

ñStudents and teachers will collect the artifacts, write a curriculum, have the 

collaboration opportunities, and so pretty soon youôll have these different adventure-

learning environments from around the world that teachers can then pick and choose 

from and integrate in their classroom.ò 

 

Visit the Go North! Adventure Learning Series ( http://www.polarhusky.com/ ) Web 

site for more information. 
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Transcript: White House Press Gaggle by Scott Stanzel 

(Press secretary briefs reporters in San Antonio, Texas) (2946) 

 

(begin transcript) 

 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

San Antonio, Texas 

October 6, 2008 

 

PRESS GAGGLE BY SCOTT STANZEL 

 

Pool Hold 

San Antonio, Texas 

 

9:43 A.M. CDT 

 

MR. STANZEL: Thanks, everybody. We'll go ahead and get started. I'll go through 

the President's schedule. I have a couple announcements to make, and then we'll go 

ahead and take your questions. 

 

We are here in San Antonio. The President is attending a Congressional Trust 2008 

reception. And Stuart should have just provided you the information about the 

location where he is attending that event.  

 

This afternoon, the President will make remarks on judicial accomplishments and 

judicial philosophy at the Hilton Cincinnati Netherland Plaza in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

And I'd like to point out a few things that the President will be talking about in his 

speech. He will recognize the good works of Chief Justice Roberts, Justice Alito, and 

other judges he has nominated and seen confirmed to serve on the federal bench. He 

will address the importance of appointing judges not to advance their own agendas, 

but to interpret the law and, of course, interpreting the Constitution as an enduring 

document that does not change with the whim of politics. He will also reiterate the 

President -- or the country deserves a President who will appoint strong, well-

qualified judges, and a Senate that will properly consider and confirm these judges, 

and these judicial nominees and their families should be treated with dignity and 

respect throughout the process. 

 

He'll call on the Senate to better serve the American people by removing partisan 

politics from and improving upon the judicial confirmation process. 

 

So a little bit of background for you there. Forty-five of the President's judicial 

nominees have never been given a fair up or down vote in the United States Senate. 

There are currently 34 judicial vacancies in the federal circuit and district courts, and 

16 additional vacancies are expected in the very near future. And leaving these 

vacancies unfilled delays the resolution of legal disputes and increases the backlog of 

cases, and that causes a disservice to all Americans. 




