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Terrorist Safehavens Must Be Eliminated from Iraq, Rumsfeld Says

(General Casey predicts a short, tough fight for Fallujah) (920)

By Jacquelyn S. Porth

Washington File Security Writer

Washington -- With the coalition military operation to restore law and order in the Iraqi city of Fallujah still in its infancy, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld says it is impossible to have a free, democratic nation where a terrorist safehaven also exists.

Rumsfeld told reporters at the Pentagon November 8 that it will take time to return Fallujah to the control of the interim Iraqi government, but it is obvious that terrorist safehavens cannot be allowed to persist in Iraq.

The secretary said interim Iraqi Prime Minister Iyad Allawi tried to find a peaceful solution to the situation in Fallujah, but when his overtures failed he made the decision to go in with force.

Now Iraqi security personnel and coalition forces are working together to oust the insurgency in Fallujah.  "Success in Fallujah will deal a blow to the terrorists in the country," Rumsfeld said, "and should move Iraq away from a future of violence to one of freedom and opportunity for the Iraqi people."

There are more than five Iraqi military brigades working with U.S. counterparts in the Fallujah assault, and they are being supported by British forces.  A decision was made to go into the city jointly, he said, and the forces involved will also finish together.

An attempt to clean the terrorists out of Fallujah last year was not carried through to its final conclusion.  Asked about the chances for success this time, Rumsfeld said he cannot imagine that the battle for a free Fallujah would stop "without being completed."

In answer to questions about risks to the remaining civilian population in Fallujah, Rumsfeld said he did not expect large numbers to be killed by U.S. military forces participating in the attacks because the soldiers are skilled in urban combat and are using precise and carefully targeted munitions.

Asked about the number of terrorists captured in the offensive so far, Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman General Richard Myers said four foreign fighters had been captured.  Myers, who accompanied Rumsfeld at the Pentagon press conference, was asked if success in Fallujah would put an end to what Defense Department officials call the "dead-enders" in Iraq.  "Time will tell," he responded, and then went on to say:  "This will not be the last use of force in Iraq to rid Iraq of the former regime elements and the foreign fighters who do not want Iraq to be successful."  He suggested that there will be other, less dramatic opportunities to put down insurgent forces in other locations after Fallujah is opened up.

But disrupting a major safehaven for former regime elements and foreign fighters, including Abu Mussib al-Zarqawi and his followers, "will be a significant event," Myers said.  Even if some of them slip away and can fight from other locations, he said, the offensive will take its toll on their ability to function.

Success in Iraq requires security, political and economic components that Myers said need to move "forward in a synchronized way."  Security will allow voting to take place in the scheduled January elections, and economic development will prosper in a secure environment, making it more difficult for terrorists to find new recruits.

U.S. Army General George Casey, commander of the Multinational Force in Iraq, provided a tactical operational update of the fighting in Fallujah from his vantage point in Baghdad in advance of the Rumsfeld-Myers press conference.  He acknowledged that the offensive in Fallujah will be "a tough fight" and one that he fully expects will continue over several days.

Casey said he expects the outer fringe of the insurgency will give way quickly, making way for a major confrontation in the city's center.  "We expect them to come at us with car bombs," he said of insurgent tactics, and he said that there have been reports that Fallujah's streets have been rigged with improvised explosive devices.

On the potential risk to Fallujah's citizens, Casey said a state of emergency has already been declared.  Citizens have been told to stay indoors, observe the curfew and not stand in front of windows.  The military is doing its part by conducting strikes only against valid military targets, he said.

Casey also said there will likely be a mixed presence (U.S, Iraqi and other nations) of coalition forces needed in Fallujah for awhile, even after the military operation concludes.  He said he does not anticipate the need for increased numbers of U.S. military forces.

Former regime elements who are challenging authority pose "the greatest threat" to accomplishing Iraqi government and coalition strategic objectives, Casey said, so the plan is to disrupt their activities so that "they cannot sustain the levels of violence that we're facing right now" when it is time for the January elections.

Even while the counterinsurgency operations continue in Iraq, Casey said, training of Iraqi forces must continue at a fast pace.  The number of Iraqi Army battalions jumped from six in October to 12 currently, he said, and by January there will be 27 battalions.  There are now 40 Iraqi National Guard units, and the commander said there will five more by January.

Casey also pointed to some 800 economic development projects that are under way in Iraq, representing a $2.5 billion investment.  "That's putting more people to work, getting people a paycheck, and giving them less incentive to join up with the insurgents," he said.

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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McClellan Says U.S., Iraq in "Close Consultation" on Fallujah

(White House Report, November 8: Iraq, Iran, White House Personnel) (640)

Washington -- The United States and the Iraqi interim government are working closely to address the security challenges in Iraq leading up to the Iraqi elections, White House Press Secretary Scott McClellan said November 8.  The two countries are coordinating a military offensive on the Iraqi city of Fallujah, along with multinational forces.

McClellan said Iraqi Prime Minister Iyad Allawi made the decision to move forward, to institute additional safety measures, and to "bring to justice" the insurgents and terrorists in Fallujah who, he said, have "rejected a political solution."

He said Iraq's interim government is making decisions "in close consultation with our troops and our forces."  The Bush administration and U.S. military commanders are in "close, constant contact" with Iraq's interim government and military forces, in what McClellan described as a "two-way discussion."

Efforts on behalf of the United Nations to register voters for the upcoming Iraqi elections are "moving forward," he said, and some countries have pledged to extend their troop deployments and to ensure the security of U.N workers.  

"We would like to see the United Nations continue to be involved and take a greater role," McClellan said.

He said President Bush will meet with British Prime Minister Tony Blair November 11-12 to discuss shared priorities and ways to work together with European allies.

McClellan said that the focus of American efforts is to train Iraqi forces and equip them with the tools to ensure their own security.

"What we're focused on doing is building the Iraqi security forces so that they can provide for their own security, and that's what ultimately we need to do," McClellan said.  

MCCLELLAN SAYS IRAN SHOULD SEIZE OPPORTUNITY TO COOPERATE

The Bush administration said it appreciates the efforts of France, Germany and the United Kingdom to obtain an agreement with Iran over its nuclear activities.

Press Secretary McClellan said "this is a time when Iran should take the opportunity to cooperate," adding that the International Atomic Energy Agency's (IAEA) Board of Governors had set a November deadline for Iran to comply with the agency's resolutions to suspend its uranium enrichment and reprocessing activities, or else it would refer the matter to the U.N. Security Council.

"The international community is resolved not to allow Iran to develop nuclear weapons, and we are committed to pursuing (that) through peaceful and diplomatic means," he told journalists November 8.

According to press reports, the three European countries have reached a preliminary agreement designed to ease concerns over Iran's nuclear programs.

McClellan said, "We are in close consultation with our European friends on their efforts" and expect to learn more details of the agreement during the week.  He said the IAEA has "established what we view as the only acceptable framework for the way forward," and he said that if Iran fails to comply, the issue should be referred to the Security Council.

CHIEF OF STAFF CARD TO STAY, NSC'S BLACKWILL TO LEAVE

McClellan announced that White House Chief of Staff Andrew Card will remain in his position for President Bush's second term.  He said the president held discussions with Card the weekend of November 6 at Camp David concerning cabinet positions in the administration.  McClellan said he could not speculate on personnel changes, but said "announcements would be made in due course when it comes to the cabinet."

However, McClellan confirmed that Robert Blackwill, a National Security Council aide who specializes on the Middle East and South Asia will be leaving.  "We greatly appreciate his outstanding service to the president. He has worked very hard on the issues relating to Iraq, and he's done a great job for us," McClellan said.

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: U.S. Welcomes EU Pledge of Assistance to Iraq

(EU reaffirms support for upcoming democratic elections) (240)

The United States welcomed the reaffirmation of the European Union's promise of financial and personnel assistance for Iraq in a White House statement issued on November 5.

Following is the text of the statement:

(begin text)

Department of State 

Office of the Press Secretary 

November 5, 2004  

Statement by the Press Secretary

President Bush spoke today with the President of the European Council, Dutch Prime Minister Balkenende, and expressed his intention to work with the European Union, building on our shared values and interests, to promote development and progress, defeat terrorists, and encourage freedom and democracy around the world.  

The United States especially welcomes the EU's reaffirmation today of its commitment to assist in the emergence of a stable, secure, and democratic Iraq.  

Following Iraqi Prime Minister Allawi's meeting with the European Council, the EU pledged financial and personnel support for the upcoming national elections in Iraq to be held in January 2005. The European Union also offered financial contributions for the "middle ring" of the U.N. Protection Force and an expert team for planning a mission to Iraq on police, rule of law, and civilian administration.

These steps are all important investments in Iraq's future. We look forward to working with the EU, the Iraqi government, and the Iraqi people to ensure continued progress in the economic, social, and political reconstruction of Iraq.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Transcript: U.S. Thanks Finland for Help in Afghanistan and Iraq

(State's Elizabeth Jones talks to press with Finnish Foreign Minister) (910)

The United States is grateful to Finland for its very strong participation in Afghanistan and for providing substantial reconstruction money and supporting the United Nations protection force in Iraq, according to the State Department's Elizabeth Jones.

Jones, the assistant secretary of state for European and Eurasian affairs, talked with journalists in Helsinki, Finland, November 8 after her meeting with Finnish Foreign Minister Erkki Tuomioja.

She also expressed gratitude for Finland's work with the United States in Darfur and on such issues as trafficking in persons, law enforcement and counterterrorism.

Asked about potential policy changes in the second Bush administration, Jones noted that President Bush in his first address after re-election spoke of the importance he attaches to improving the transatlantic relationship and to working in a collaborative way with partners in Europe.

She said there would be opportunities to discuss the questions most important in the transatlantic relationship at upcoming NATO meetings, the U.S.-European Union meeting, and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe ministerial meeting in Sofia, Bulgaria.

Following is the State Department transcript:

(begin transcript)

Department of State

Washington, D.C.

November 8, 2004

PRESS CONFERENCE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY A. ELIZABETH JONES WITH FOREIGN MINISTER ERKKI TUOMIOJA

Helsinki, Finland

November 8, 2004

A/S Jones: Thank you, Mr. Minister.  I'm extremely happy to be back in Helsinki, to be back in Finland.  This is a conversation that I very much valued.  I will be reporting back to Secretary Powell, who will be very interested in the Minister's views, very interested in his understanding, his analysis of situations that we see around the world and the tasks ahead of us as we try to address each of these challenges.

In particular, I wanted to pass on the gratitude of the United States to the Minister for Finland's very strong participation in so many of the challenges that we have in the world: in Afghanistan, in particular; providing substantial reconstruction money for Iraq; supporting the UN protection force in Iraq; the work that we're doing together in Darfur; and a wide variety of other areas, such as trafficking in persons, such as the various transatlantic law enforcement and counter terrorism work that we do with Finland through the European Union.

As the Minister said, we went through quite a number of issues, and I look forward very much to addressing any of your questions.

Q:  It's almost three months till elections in Iraq, and your troops are closing in on the rebels in Fallujah. Is there enough time to plan elections?

Jones:  It is of course very important for Iraq's democratic future for these elections to take place.  I can't be the judge of whether there is enough time.  Certainly those who know a lot more about the situation than I do, such as the IIG, Secretary Powell, the UN and others, believe that it is possible.  There's a tremendous amount of work that is underway already with the UN in the lead to try to prepare for those elections.  As I mentioned in my opening remarks, Finland's support for the UN protection force is very important to get the process underway so that elections will be possible at the end of January.  We're very hopeful that that's what will happen.

Q:  Has the U.S. been briefed on the agreement of the three main European partners with Iran on suspending nuclear enrichment processing activities, and does the USG welcome this?

Jones: I apologize, I'm not able to address that question.  This all happened as I was leaving Washington, and I don't have a separate brief on it.

Q:  Iraq was actually the reason for worsening transatlantic relations.  In the second Bush administration, how will its policy toward Europe change?

Jones:  The President, in his very first address after he had won the election, included in his remarks several references to the importance that he attaches to improving the transatlantic relationship, to working in a collaborative way with partners in Europe.  I'm not able to give you specifics at this point as to how exactly one might do this, but certainly there is a very intense schedule ahead of us that Secretary Powell will pursue with NATO meetings, we have a US-EU meeting in December, many of us will be at the OSCE ministerial.  I don't know yet exactly if Secretary Powell will be able to go.  Each of those meetings provides a really excellent opportunity to address the questions that are the most important in the transatlantic relationship, and Secretary Powell intends to do that either with the organizations themselves, in NATO, with the EU, or with his various colleagues on the margins of all of those meetings.

Q:  Will it be possible to have fair, free and democratic elections in Iraq when the elections are preceded by a state of emergency?

Jones: That's certainly the intention.  That is what the UN is working toward; that is what all of us are working toward, to make sure that the Iraqi people feel that they can go to the polls, feel that the elections are organized in a way that allows them to exercise their democratic right to choose a leadership.  I can't tell you how it's going to play out exactly, but that's certainly that's the intention, to have a free and fair election in Iraq.

(end transcript)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)

NNNN

*EUR105   11/08/2004

Text: U.S. Preparing with Others for Arctic Council Ministerial

(U.S. committed to working within U.N. framework on climate change) (630)

The United States is working with the seven other members of the Arctic Council to prepare for the ministerial meeting November 24 in Reykjavik, Iceland, according to State Department Spokesman Richard Boucher.

The Arctic Council comprises Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden, and the United States.

Noting that climate change recommendations are under discussion, Boucher said the United States supports recommendations that are "both consistent with the [Bush] Administration's broader climate change policy, and that are appropriate for the unique attributes of the Arctic Council as a regional forum."

He added that formal global climate change negotiations occur through the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

He further noted the release November 8 of an overview summary of a new scientific report, the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment, which attempts to characterize the current state of scientific and technical knowledge concerning the Arctic. The overview is available at:

http://www.acia.uaf.edu

"The United States is committed to working within the United Nations framework and elsewhere to develop an effective and science-based global approach to climate change that ensures continued economic growth and prosperity for our citizens and for citizens throughout the world," Boucher said.

Following is the text:

(begin text)

U.S. Department of State

Office of the Spokesman

November 8, 2004

Statement by Richard Boucher, Spokesman

ARCTIC COUNCIL MINISTERIAL PREPARATIONS

The United States is working with seven other countries to prepare recommendations for the Ministers under the Arctic Council to consider at their biennial meeting in Reykjavik, Iceland on November 24, 2004.  The Arctic Council is a high-level intergovernmental forum that provides a mechanism to address the common concerns and challenges faced by the Arctic governments and the people of the Arctic ranging from oil and gas development to the prevention of infectious disease and biodiversity conservation.  Arctic Council Ministers make policy recommendations on the basis of consensus.

Climate change recommendations are among the recommendations under discussion. The United States supports a number of the draft policy recommendations and is considering other proposals. We support those recommendations that are both consistent with the Administration's broader climate change policy, and that are appropriate for the unique attributes of the Arctic Council as a regional forum.  Formal global climate change negotiations occur through the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change.

The United States considers climate change in the Arctic to be an important issue.  The United States is involved in a number of activities to address climate change in the Arctic, both domestically and in coordination with other nations. We funded $2 million for the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment, a significant effort to characterize the current state of scientific and technical knowledge in the Arctic.  The report will be a valuable contribution to the literature on potential regional impacts of climate change, and the United States government will take its findings into account as it continues to review the science on climate change, as with other scientific assessments and information.  The full scientific report will be released next year. An overview summary will be released on November 8, 2004.

The United States is committed to ensuring that its policies are informed by the best information that science can provide.  The United States has been guided by the June 2001 review of the National Academy of Sciences on the science of climate that President Bush requested.  It laid out both the extent and limitations of our current knowledge.  The United States is committed to working within the United Nations framework and elsewhere to develop an effective and science-based global approach to climate change that ensures continued economic growth and prosperity for our citizens and for citizens throughout the world.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: U.S. Says NAFTA Report on Genetically Modified Corn is "Flawed"

(Two U.S. agencies issue joint statement on report) (790)

The U.S. government says a report by an environmental commission of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) regarding genetically modified maize (corn) is "fundamentally flawed and unscientific."

In a November 8 joint statement by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR), the two agencies said key recommendations in the report are "not based on sound science, and are contradicted by the report's own scientific findings."

The two agencies added that "while the report's authors recommend that biotech maize be treated differently from other modern maize hybrids, science tells us the opposite. In fact, the findings of this report echo the prevailing science, supporting our view that biotech maize will have no greater or lesser effect on maize genetic diversity than other modern maize hybrids."

The report is a product of the Secretariat of the North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC). The report, entitled "Maize and Biodiversity: The Effects of Transgenic Maize in Mexico," is available on the CEC web site at: http://www.cec.org/pubs_docs/documents/index.cfm?varlan=english&ID=1647

The CEC was established under a "side agreement" to NAFTA to address regional environmental concerns, help prevent potential trade and environmental conflicts, and to promote the effective enforcement of environmental law.

Following is the text of the joint EPA and USTR statement:

(begin text)

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Washington, D.C.

OFFICE OF THE U.S. TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

Washington, D.C.

JOINT STATEMENT -- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

November 8, 2004

U.S. Calls NAFTA Environmental Report "Flawed, Unscientific"

Washington, D.C. -- (November 8, 2004) The United States issued the following Administration statement regarding the Secretariat of the North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) report on genetically modified maize (corn) "Maize and Biodiversity: The Effects of Transgenic Maize in Mexico" released today. The Environmental Protection Agency and the United States Trade Representative issued this joint statement.

"This report is fundamentally flawed and unscientific; key recommendations are not based on sound science, and are contradicted by the report's own scientific findings. The authors acknowledge that no economic analysis of their recommendations was conducted, and that many of these recommendations are based solely on socio-cultural considerations.

"While the report's authors recommend that biotech maize be treated differently from other modern maize hybrids, science tells us the opposite. In fact, the findings of this report echo the prevailing science, supporting our view that biotech maize will have no greater or lesser effect on maize genetic diversity than other modern maize hybrids.

"The report also fails to consider the potential benefits of biotechnology. As the national science academies of Mexico, the United States, the United Kingdom, Brazil, China and India noted in a joint report, 'GM technology should be used to increase the production of main food staples, improve the efficiency of production, reduce the environmental impact of agriculture and provide access to food for small-scale farmers.' Biotechnology offers the world enormous opportunities to combat hunger and protect the environment.

"Implementing many of the report's recommendations would cause economic harm to farmers and consumers in all NAFTA countries and restrict international trade. For example, requiring U.S. corn exports to Mexico to be milled at the border would increase the cost of U.S. corn significantly, negatively affecting Mexico's livestock producers and consumers. Milling corn before transport also raises quality concerns and increases shipping costs, exacerbating the problem. Perhaps most troubling, the report itself acknowledges that this and other recommendations would do nothing to preserve maize biodiversity.

"We are disappointed that this report was leaked before the United States, Canada or Mexico had a full opportunity to review it, and that a member of the Advisory Group spoke publicly about the report before its official release. The final report was delivered to the Parties on Sept. 14. We take these issues seriously and have been using the designated 60-day review guideline to develop a thoughtful response which would ensure that the public is fully informed of the nature of the recommendations in this report. Some have suggested the United States sought to delay or obstruct its release. Nothing could be farther from the truth. Rather the United States and other Parties were simply adhering to the review procedures associated with reports of this nature. While we disagree with many aspects of the report, we believe that our substantive response will set the record straight on this issue."

Comprehensive U.S. comments on the report will be appended to the report upon its release. The full report is available on the CEC Web site at http://www.cec.org/pubs_docs/documents/index.cfm?varlan=english&ID=1647.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Transcript: Polio Eradication Requires Commitment, World Health Official Says

(WHO's Heymann interviewed after meeting on eradication initiative) (1150)

The Global Polio Eradication Initiative launches another massive campaign to immunize tens of millions of children later in November. As the plans take shape, a prominent official in the effort visited Washington November 8 to discuss 2004 progress against the disease with Under Secretary of State for Economics Alan P. Larson.

The United States has been an ongoing partner in the 16-year effort to eliminate polio everywhere on the planet. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is a member of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) partnership, which includes the World Health Organization, UNICEF and the service organization Rotary International. At a meeting of the G-8 earlier this year, the United States urged leaders of the industrial nations to sustain their support of the effort to eradicate the crippling disease.

World Health Organization Executive Director for Communicable Diseases David Heymann came to Washington to discuss the U.S. contribution to GPEI. Washington File Staff Writer Charlene Porter interviewed Heymann before his return to WHO headquarters in Geneva.

The transcript of the interview follows:

(begin transcript)

Washington File Interview

November 8, 2004

Charlene Porter, Washington File Staff Writer

Dr. David Heymann, executive director Communicable Diseases, World Health Organization (WHO)

Question: What was the agenda for your meeting this morning with Under Secretary Larson?

Heymann: The agenda of the meeting was to do several things, but above all to thank the Under Secretary for the great activity that the [United States] has done this past year with the G-8 in helping to keep polio eradication at the forefront. Because we're now at a time when we need to have continued resources and it's very important that these resources come through.

Q: Wasn't there a time early on in 2004 when there was great concern among the polio eradication partnership about whether the resources would be forthcoming? Wasn't the commitment to this cause by the G-8 a sigh of relief for the Global Polio Eradication Initiative?

A: Yes, there was. What happened this year was we had a $100 million gap in our planned activities for 2004-2005 and then the virus began to spread in West and Central Africa. As a result, we needed an additional $100 million, so we had a total of $200 million that we needed.

Then the G-8 discussed it and decided that they would pay off that $100 million that was the planned budget deficit. To date, $15 million of that has come in and we're hoping the rest of that will come because right now we're having to scale back some of our activities because we don't have [adequate] resources as we're planning for activities that are coming up at the end of this year and early next year.

Q: There have been some setbacks in the eradication effort over the past year. What is your level of confidence now that the 16-year-old eradication campaign is back on track and headed toward its goal?

A: We're optimistic that in Asia -- India, Pakistan and Afghanistan -- if the level of commitment and the quality of activities that is going on at present continues or improves over the next few months, that Asia can interrupt transmission sometime early next year, maybe as early as March.

That leaves Africa, and Africa has been making quite impressive progress in catching up, especially in the northern states of Nigeria, where in some states 70 percent of children under 5 have been vaccinated with at least one dose since they resumed immunization activities last August. So we're hoping that we can now concentrate efforts and resources in Africa. That's why this additional $100 million is necessary for Africa -- so we can complete the job there before the end of next year as well.

Q: There is another National Immunization Day starting in West Africa November 18, when tens of millions of children will be immunized, following on a similar campaign held across 25 nations in October. How do you think it might go?

A: We're feeling quite good that there is mobilization. UNICEF has recently had a meeting of religious leaders in Dakar; this was from all western and central African countries. WHO participated in that meeting. We had guarantees from some of the very top Islamic and Christian leaders in West and Central Africa that they would place priority on polio and make sure the messages were delivered either in the churches or in the mosques. We're hoping those messages will be reassuring because in some parts of Togo and Benin and southern Nigeria there are Christian groups who are refusing immunizations -- not because of fear of safety but because of religious principle.

Q:  Explain that religious principle.

A: There are some groups that don't allow immunization or any Western medication. The last case of polio, for example, in the Netherlands was in a religious group which was not practicing immunizations, and then [a member of the group] transferred polio to the same religious group in Canada. There were outbreaks in industrialized countries in the 1990s because of religious groups that were not vaccinated.

Q: Nigerians refused immunizations for about a year due to concerns about the safety of the vaccine. Now, with resolution of those concerns, what kind of renewed commitment to this cause of polio eradication has emerged among these governments?

A: We're very positive that there has been commitment. We've met with heads of state of many of the countries and they're very committed to this.

What's important is that now, in addition to Nigeria and Niger, there are four countries where polio transmission is established, which means they're just like these [six] endemic countries (1). [The four newly reinfected countries] are Burkina Faso, Cote D'Ivoire, Chad and Sudan. (2)

The job is big. We can't give up now. The biggest risk we see is a lack of resources. Already we're planning to cut out eight countries in the synchronized campaign starting next year. This will be countries in the extreme west of the African continent. If we don't get funds by that time when [the planning process starts] at the beginning of [2005], we'll have to scale down in Asia as well, which would really put all of this in great jeopardy.

(1) The countries where polio remains endemic -- naturally occurring in the environment -- are Afghanistan, India, Egypt, Niger, Nigeria and Pakistan. As of November 3, the GPEI reports 885 polio cases worldwide in 2004. The two nations with the most disease are Nigeria with 655 cases and India with 77 cases.

(2) These four nations are among 10 in the region that were previously declared polio free and experienced new cases of infection thought to have migrated from Nigeria during the period when immunization programs were halted.

(end transcript)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: Underwater Robot Makes History Crossing the Gulf Stream

(Glider gathers scientific data, could potentially cross oceans) (1870)

A small ocean glider named Spray is the first autonomous underwater vehicle to make a subsurface crossing of the Atlantic Ocean's Gulf Stream, proving the viability of self-propelled gliders for long-distance scientific missions and opening new possibilities for ocean studies, according to a November 4 press release from the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI) in Massachusetts.

Launched September 11, about 160 kilometers south of Nantucket Island, Massachusetts, the two-meter-long orange glider with a four-foot wingspan looks like a model airplane with no visible moving parts.

Spray has been making its way toward Bermuda some 965 kilometers south of Cape Cod at about one-half knot, roughly 1.1 kilometer an hour or 19 kilometers per day, measuring ocean properties as it glides up to the surface and then glides back down to 1,000-meters depth three times a day. Scientists recovered the vehicle this week north of Bermuda.

The researchers developed the Spray glider with support from the U.S. Office of Naval Research. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Climate Observations Program funded additional sensor development, and the National Science Foundation funded the Gulf Stream project.

Spray has a range of 6,000 kilometers, which means it could potentially cross the Atlantic Ocean and other ocean basins. Every seven hours it spends about 15 minutes on the surface to relay its position and information about ocean conditions, such as temperature, salinity and pressure, via satellite back to Woods Hole and San Diego, where scientists track its progress.

"The key," said Russ Davis of the Scripps Institution of Oceanography in San Diego, "is that Spray can stay at sea for months at relatively low cost, allowing us to observe large-scale changes under the ocean surface that might otherwise go unobserved."

Being able to communicate with the vehicle and change course or change the information it is collecting while at sea is a big step forward in the ability to gather information in the ocean.

For the next mission in early 2005, the glider will make a round trip between Woods Hole and Bermuda. In the not-too-distant future, the gliders will be equipped with an entire suite of sensors that indicate the presence of dissolved oxygen, carbon dioxide, alkalinity and nutrients in the water.

Information about the Spray profile in ocean instruments is available at http://www.whoi.edu/instruments/viewInstrument.do?id=1498

Information about the WHOI Float Group is available at http://www.whoi.edu/science/PO/dept/working_groups/workinggroup_float.htm

(begin text)

Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution

Press release, November 4, 2004

[Woods Hole, Massachusetts]

Underwater Robot Makes History Crossing the Gulf Stream

Like the sailing vessel used by Captain Joshua Slocum to sail solo around the world 100 years ago, another ocean-going vehicle is making history. A small ocean glider named Spray is the first autonomous underwater vehicle, or AUV, to cross the Gulf Stream underwater, proving the viability of self-propelled gliders for long-distance scientific missions and opening new possibilities for studies of the oceans.

Launched September 11, 2004, about 100 miles south of Nantucket Island, Mass., the two-meter- (6-foot)-long orange glider with a four-foot wingspan looks like a model airplane with no visible moving parts. It has been slowly making its way toward Bermuda some 600 miles to the south of Cape Cod at about one-half knot, roughly half a mile an hour or 12 miles per day, measuring various properties of the ocean as it glides up to the surface and then glides back down to 1,000-meters depth (3,300 feet) three times a day. Scientists recovered the vehicle this week north of Bermuda.

Every seven hours Spray spends about 15 minutes on the surface to relay its position and information about ocean conditions, such as temperature, salinity and pressure, via satellite back to Woods Hole, Mass., and San Diego, where scientists Breck Owens from Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, and Russ Davis and Jeff Sherman of Scripps Institution of Oceanography at the University of California, San Diego, track its progress.

It has been an adventure-filled voyage. After two false starts this summer, when malfunctioning equipment cut earlier missions short and the scientists had to recover the vehicle after a few days at sea, the 112-pound glider was launched (with fingers crossed) in September from the research vessel Cape Hatteras.

Like parents giving the car keys to a teenage driver for the first time, Owens, Davis and Sherman were apprehensive yet confident that the vehicle would reach Bermuda. The first week went smoothly, but when the vehicle began to cross the Gulf Stream, where surface currents can exceed six mph across the Stream's 30-60-mile width, Spray was taken for a fast ride back to the north. "We lost almost two weeks' progress in just two days," noted Sherman. The ability to communicate with the vehicle and send commands enabled the scientists to give it a new course each time it surfaced, and Spray eventually crossed the Gulf Stream and was back on track.

"It has been exciting, to say the least," Owens said. "We have just completed a track across the Gulf Stream (Learn more about Spray at WHOI's Ocean Instrument site and Scripps' Spray site) and proved we can use gliders to monitor circulation patterns and major currents."

Spray has a range of 6,000 kilometers, or about 3,500 miles, which means it could potentially cross the Atlantic Ocean and other ocean basins.

"The key," said Davis, "is that Spray can stay at sea for months at relatively low cost, allowing us to observe large-scale changes under the ocean surface that might otherwise go unobserved." Being able to communicate with the vehicle and change course or change the information it is collecting while at sea is a big step forward in the ability to gather information in the ocean. "We envision having fleets of gliders in operation in a few years," Owens said. "It could change the very nature of the kinds of questions we can ask about how the ocean works."

Spray glides up and down through the water on a pre-programmed course by pumping one liter (about four cups) of mineral oil between two bladders, one inside the aluminum hull and the other outside. By changing the volume of the glider, making it denser or lighter than the surrounding water, the vehicle floats up and sinks down while wings provide lift to drive the vehicle forward. Batteries power buoyancy change, onboard computers and other electronics.

The glider records its position at the beginning and the end of each dive by rolling on its side to expose a Global Positioning System (GPS) antenna embedded in the right wingtip. Researchers obtain data from the glider and send new instructions to it using a satellite phone system and an antenna embedded in the left wingtip.

Sensors on the glider can be changed for each mission. For the mission from Cape Cod to Bermuda, the Spray glider is equipped with a CTD (for conductivity, temperature and depth) instrument that measures temperature, salinity and pressure, and an optical sensor that measures turbidity in the water, which is related to biological productivity.

For the next mission in early 2005, the glider will make a round trip between Woods Hole, Mass., and Bermuda. For future missions it will also be equipped with an Acoustic Doppler Current Profiler (ADCP) to give vertical profiles of current speed and velocity. In the not-too-distant future, Owens and Davis expect that the gliders will be equipped with an entire suite of sensors that indicate the presence of dissolved oxygen, carbon dioxide, alkalinity and nutrients in the water.

The idea for developing a robotic glider like Spray that could travel in the ocean gathering data over long periods came 15 years ago from the late Henry Stommel, a scientist at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution known for his contributions to understanding the dynamics of ocean currents, especially the Gulf Stream. Stommel honored the first man to sail around the world alone, Joshua Slocum, by naming his idea the Slocum Mission. Slocum departed Boston on April 24,1895, on his three-year circumnavigation in Spray, a sloop he rebuilt himself. The new underwater glider is called Spray to show its lineage from Stommel's idea and Slocum's brave voyage.

Sherman, Davis and Owens developed the Spray glider with support from the Office of Naval Research. Additional sensor development was funded by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Climate Observations Program. The Gulf Stream project is funded by the National Science Foundation.

"Spray gliders can look at entire sections of ocean basins, like the North Atlantic, or serve as virtual moorings by keeping station at a single point," Owens said. "Unlike humans, who need to stop for breaks, gliders can carry out missions from several weeks to as long as six months. They are fairly inexpensive to build and easy to operate. We are looking forward to the day we can routinely send gliders out on missions from the comfort of our laboratories or even our homes ashore."

While gratified to have their instrument complete its voyage, the developers of Spray are mindful that they are just at the start of a new era of autonomous ocean sampling made possible by microelectronics and satellite navigation and communication. "Oceanographic gliders are now at the stage similar to the start of aviation," Sherman said. "Today's accomplishments seem remarkable, but in years to come they will be commonplace, and one will wonder what the big deal was all about."

WHOI is a private, independent marine research and engineering, and higher education organization located on Cape Cod in Falmouth, MA. Its primary mission is to understand the oceans and their interaction with the Earth as a whole, and to communicate a basic understanding of the ocean's role in the changing global environment. Established in 1930 on a recommendation from the National Academy of Sciences, the Institution is organized into five scientific departments, interdisciplinary research institutes and a marine policy center, and conducts a joint graduate education program with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Scripps Institution of Oceanography, at the University of California, San Diego, is one of the oldest, largest, and most important centers for global science research and graduate training in the world. The National Research Council has ranked Scripps first in faculty quality among oceanography programs nationwide. The scientific scope of the institution has grown since its founding in 1903 to include biological, physical, chemical, geological, geophysical, and atmospheric studies of the earth as a system.

Hundreds of research programs covering a wide range of scientific areas are under way today in 65 countries. The institution has a staff of about 1,300, and annual expenditures of approximately $140 million from federal, state, and private sources. Scripps operates one of the largest U.S. academic fleets with four oceanographic research ships and one research platform for worldwide exploration.

Additional Resources

Spray profile in Ocean Instruments

http://www.whoi.edu/instruments/viewInstrument.do?id=1498

WHOI Float Group

http://www.whoi.edu/science/PO/dept/working_groups/workinggroup_float.htm

(end text)
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Transcript: White House Daily Briefing, November 8

(Arafat, Iraq, gay marriage, president's agenda, evangelical supporters, terrorism, United Nations, administration changes, national intelligence director, Middle East, Prime Minister Blair, North Korea, Chief Justice Rehnquist, tax bill, debt limit) (6360)

White House Press Secretary Scott McClellan briefed the press November 8.

Following is the White House transcript:
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MR. McCLELLAN:  Good afternoon, everybody.  I don't have anything to begin with, so I will go straight to your questions.

QUESTION:   Welcome back.

MR. McCLELLAN:  Thank you, good to be back.

Let's start up here.  Go ahead, Terry.

Q:  Do you have anything on Arafat's condition, any update? What do you know?

MR. McCLELLAN:  No.  We're continuing to monitor the situation.  We've been in discussions with European friends about it, and we remain in close consultation with them -- but there's nothing to update you on.

Go ahead, John.

Q:  How closely involved is the President in the Fallujah offensive, in terms of -- obviously, he's getting briefings all the time, but in terms of his involvement, what decisions did he have to make --

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, he's the Commander-in-Chief and he had a National Security Council meeting on Friday, where he met via secure videoconference with his national security team to talk about Iraq and to talk about the situation in Fallujah.  It was a lengthy National Security Council meeting.  He met with his Secretary of Defense earlier today, and continued to talk about Iraq.  And so he is very involved in these discussions.  It is very much a two-way discussion between the United States and our forces and the interim government in Iraq about addressing these situations.

Q:  Would he hope that if this is successful, that other countries which have been reluctant to get involved in Iraq might come to the forefront now?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, the European Union pledged some important commitments just last week to support the efforts towards free elections in Iraq.  Our troops are partnering closely with Iraqi forces to bring about a secure environment for elections to take place throughout Iraq in January.  The terrorists and insurgents will be defeated.  They seek to derail the transition to free and fair elections for the Iraqi people, but they will not prevail. The hopes and aspirations of the Iraqi people will be realized.  And we're there to work closely with the interim government and the Iraqi forces to make sure that that happens.

Q:  Scott, what is your response to the European foreign policy chiefs' assessment that there's little prospect for national elections in Iraq in January because of the deteriorating security situation?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, actually, I disagree.  If you look at what the United Nations election official said just last week, they talked about the efforts already underway to register people in Iraq.  And they talked about the thousands of registration clerks that are in place, and the sites that are in place for people to go and register in Iraq.  So people are already registering for elections in Iraq, and we have continued to work closely with the Iraqi forces to address the ongoing security challenges.

Prime Minister Allawi made it very clear that he was reaching out to people who wanted to participate in the political process.  Unfortunately, there remain some terrorists and insurgents who do not want a political solution.  They seek to spread fear and chaos and destruction.  And the only solution to deal with them is to go on the offensive and bring them to justice. That's what the Iraqi forces are doing, and we're there to partner with them in that effort.

This is a time -- I think that Prime Minister Allawi recognizes this is a time to address the ongoing security challenges.  We've made progress in areas like Najaf and Samarra and other areas, and now you see the terrorists and insurgents in Fallujah have rejected a political solution.

Go ahead, Dick.

Q:  Did the President give his personal go-ahead for the offensive in Fallujah on Friday, or at some other --

MR. McCLELLAN:  He's the Commander-in-Chief, so I think -- one, the decision in Iraq is made by the interim government.  But it's made in close consultation with our troops, and our forces.  Our commanders are in close, constant contact with the Iraq, with Iraqi forces, as is our government.  And I think that's the way you should look at it.  But as I said, it's a two-way discussion between our forces and between the forces of the interim government.

Q:  But on his side of the discussion, was there a moment at which he was asked to give a go-ahead for this?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, he's very well aware of the decisions that are being made in Iraq.  And they are made in close consultation with the interim government.  And he's very involved in that process, as I pointed out.  That's why he had the National Security Council meeting on Friday.

Q:  Isn't this a yes-or-no -- I mean, there's no veto power over U.S. forces, we know that --

MR. McCLELLAN:  That's right.

Q:  -- even though there's an interim government.  So doesn't he necessarily have to sign-off before an operation goes forward?

MR. McCLELLAN:  He's the Commander-in-Chief of our troops, and he looks to the commanders on the ground to make the decisions about how to go about military operations.  He does not try to micro-manage that process.  But as Prime Minister Allawi outlined, there's an integrated political and military strategy that is in place to address the ongoing security challenges as Iraq moves toward free elections.  And we consult closely with the interim government on those matters, and we're there to help the Iraqi forces address these security challenges, and that's what we're doing.

Q:  Can you say "yes" or "no" whether in this particular case he said, move forward, go ahead?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, he's the Commander-in-Chief, so obviously he is --

Q:  I should take that as a "yes"?

MR. McCLELLAN:  -- I don't know how you want to describe it, but, obviously, he is involved in signing off on these matters.

Q:  Can I just -- another question on a different topic, on gay marriage. Karl Rove said yesterday that, absolutely, the President would push for this ban, this constitutional amendment to ban gay marriage.  Obviously, the President talked a good deal about this in the campaign.  This is not -- this was unsuccessful going through Congress the first time around. Can you give us some insight into his thinking about how maybe he recalibrates the strategy to get this through now?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, if you look back over history, I think any time there is a constitutional amendment, it typically takes some time to get through the process.  The President remains committed to doing everything he can to protect the sanctity of marriage.  He believes very strongly that it is a sacred institution between a man and a woman.

With that said, the President, during the campaign, outlined a very comprehensive agenda focused on big priorities.  There are a number of priorities that we are going to be pursuing in the second term.  There's also some short-term priorities that we'll be pursuing.  Congress is coming back into session next week, and this Congress has some remaining work to do. Specifically, they need to address the ongoing appropriations process.  There are four of 13 appropriations bills that have been passed at this point.  So we continue to have discussions with members about getting the remaining bills passed.

We also are working with Congress to pass intelligence reform legislation that will create a strong national intelligence director.  And so those are some immediate, short-term priorities.  And then there's a second term agenda priorities, which the President remains firmly committed to.  I don't think anyone should be surprised that just because the election is over, the President is pursuing exactly what he talked about on the campaign trail.

Q:  The question is, what's he going to do differently now?  I mean, you say it takes time to get through the process, but is he going to actively campaign for this?  Is it a back-burner issue?  What does he do differently?

MR. McCLELLAN:  It's a priority.  He'll continue to talk to members of Congress about it.  You have new members coming into Congress, as well.  He's already reached out to some of those, on both sides of the aisle.  And he'll continue to do that on priorities --

Q:  On this issue?

MR. McCLELLAN:  No, I'm talking more broadly, not specifically this issue.

Q:  May I follow up on that?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Go ahead.

Q:  And I have two religious questions, on gay marriage and other issues that are very important to the right wing.  And I'm looking at this Washington Post article today about Evangelicals said they led the charge.  Will you bring the Evangelical community more directly now involved?  Will you have regular meetings with them, since they were so instrumental in the re-election?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I don't know what you define necessarily as that community, but the President reaches out to all Americans to get his agenda accomplished. And as you heard last week in his statement after Senator Kerry had called him, as well as in his news conference, he said he would continue to reach out to others to focus on our common priorities and get things done.  This President is someone who is committed to getting things done.  He's not here just to hold the office.  He's focused on big priorities and really helping make things better for the American people.

Q:  Does the President have weekly meetings with the leadership of the religious right?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, we keep you posted on his meetings, and so we will continue to do that.  But, certainly, in terms of reaching out to people of faith, this President has reached out to people of faith.  He believes that we ought to welcome people of faith into the political process, and he meets regularly with religious leaders from across the spectrum.  And he has done that, he will continue to do that.

Q:  In the Muslim community, since he's having the meeting this week, do you have any particular message for the Muslim community?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I think we -- in terms of which meeting?

Q:  The Iftaar dinner.

MR. McCLELLAN:  Oh, the Iftaar dinner, yes.  Yes, I think we put out a statement on that, and maybe we'll have more on that when that happens, too.

Go ahead.

Q:  Scott, on Fallujah, what is the measure of success there?  How do you know when the effort has been successful?  Is there a goal, is there a list of names of insurgent leaders?  Is there a number that you're looking to get of insurgents rounded up?  What is the measure of success --

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, when we've brought about -- when we've brought about a secure environment in Fallujah, just like we have in other parts of Iraq. It's -- the Iraqi government is the one, as I said, who is making the decision about how to address these matters, in close consultation with the multinational forces.  The terrorists and insurgents rejected a political solution, and now Prime Minister Allawi has made the decision to move forward, institute additional safety measures, and to bring to justice those terrorists and insurgents who continue to spread violence and fear.

Go ahead.

Q:  But how do you know they're not just sort of slipping away, if they haven't already?

MR. McCLELLAN:  When we have a stable environment there, and when Iraq is able to move forward on free elections, which we fully expect will happen in January.

Go ahead.

Q:  You talk about the longer term issues, and really the second term issues, which would be basically tax reform and Social Security reform.  What specific plans does --

MR. McCLELLAN:  There are some education initiatives we want to build on, as well.  There are some health care efforts, too --

Q:  Particularly those which the President talked about at his press conference.  And the question is, what steps is he taking right now in terms of whether you're setting up commissions, or what kind of steps he is going to --

MR. McCLELLAN:  On tax reform, he committed to putting in place a bipartisan advisory panel by the end of the year, and then that panel would be charged with moving forward on a recommendation to the Treasury Secretary that would make the tax code simpler and fairer.  I think the President has long been committed to making the code simpler and fairer, and that was a philosophical difference that was discussed in the campaign.  And he intends to move forward quickly and deliberately on all these priorities that he outlined.

In terms of Social Security, the President made it a top priority this campaign.  It is something we have discussed for quite some time.  And you heard him last week, he said we would start now on moving forward on that.  So the White House is already working.  We'll be reaching out to members of Congress, as well, to move forward on those efforts.  But there are a number of priorities that we're moving forward on -- some that can move quicker than others.  Medical liability reform is something that was discussed throughout this campaign, and that's something the President believes we ought to move on quickly for the reasons he stated during the campaign.

Q:  But aren't tax reform and Social Security where he'd could be finding the major hurdles?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Those are certainly some issues that will be discussed very closely with Congress, and we'll work very closely with members as we move forward on those.  And we'll keep you apprised of developments, as we do.  But, again, the immediate, short-term focus right now is on Congress coming back into session, and getting the appropriation bills finalized, making sure that we show spending restraint -- the President made that very clear last week, that we need to continue to show spending restraint, and moving forward on intelligence reform.

Q:  Does the President feel that the size of the vote gives him the support from the American public that he needs to implement Social Security reform, given the costs up front, and his desire to show spending restraint?  In other words, the somewhere between $1.5 trillion and $2 trillion up-front cost of privatizing a portion of Social Security, does he feel that the American public said to him, in the vote, go ahead, spend the money, because of what could be down the line?

MR. McCLELLAN:  First of all, I mean, I don't know how you can make a specific estimate, because the President hasn't endorsed a specific plan.  He's talked about the principles which will guide him in Social Security reform.  We know that if we don't act, the costs will far outweigh if we do act; that the cost is estimated to be some $10 trillion if we do nothing. And so the cost you're talking about is far less than that.  And we need to save and strengthen Social Security, otherwise it is headed towards bankruptcy.  We need to strengthen it for future generations so that they can build a nest egg of their own, so that they have it there for their retirement.

And the President remains firmly committed to it.  It was something that was debated and discussed at length during the campaign.  The American people spoke very clearly that they support the President's agenda, and that includes the President's views on allowing younger workers to invest a small portion of their Social Security funds in personal retirement accounts.  And we will move forward on it, working closely with Congress.

Q:  Scott, first of all, congratulations to the President.

MR. McCLELLAN:  Thank you.

Q:  India Globe (inaudible) has always supported on his stand on fighting this terrorism.  I hope he will continue.  And, also, happy birthday to the First Lady.

My question is, as far as this election is concerned, Scott, most of the Muslims and Arabs in this country and around the globe, they were united against the President.  And somehow, now, how and what President going to do to bring these (inaudible) together, because they have to live here, and we have to be here.  So what's the President -- how he is going to reach them?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, the President talked about how he's going to continue to reach out to our friends and allies across the world, and focus on areas where we can work together to address our common challenges.  He spoke at length in his press conference about the need to continue to work together as we wage and win the global war on terrorism.  He talked about the need to work together to combat AIDS in the world.  He talked about the need to work together to alleviate poverty and other disease, as well.  He will continue to reach out to our friends and allies.

Q:  Does he feel a kind of anger or anything against those people who --

MR. McCLELLAN:  No, the President is someone who is forward-looking, and he's looking at ways we can work together on areas of common challenge.  And, you know, he's having a meeting later this week with Prime Minister Blair, he looks forward to him coming back to the White House so that they can discuss a number of these priorities and ways that we can work together with our European friends, as well.

Go ahead, Deb.

Q:  One of your predecessors, Mike McCurry, suggested that the President needs to reach out especially to Senator Kerry, and sort of treat him as the leader of the Democratic Party.  As we go into the upcoming congressional short session, would the President be doing any special outreach, or would he be regarding Senator Kerry in any way as part of the congressional leadership, or simply one of the leaders --

MR. McCLELLAN:  He's going to continue to reach out across partisan lines. He and Senator Kerry had a very good conversation last Wednesday morning, and they talked about the importance of working together.  And so I think you can expect the President will reach out to all those who want to work together to accomplish our shared priorities.

Q:  Would he regard Senator Kerry as, in effect -- particularly with Senator Daschle -- as the leader of the Democratic Party --

MR. McCLELLAN:  No, I understand.  I think the Senate Democrats will determine who their leader is, going forward.  And the President looks forward to sitting down with those leaders and talking about how we can move together on the priorities for the American people, and how we can work together to bridge our differences.

Q:  Scott, is the administration satisfied with the level of U.N. help and involvement in getting these elections going in Iraq?  They don't seem to have a very large contingent of people there.

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, the U.N. is involved, and we believe that they should remain involved.  And I pointed out earlier in this briefing how the U.N. election officials last week briefed about the progress that is being made to register voters in Iraq.  They're already moving forward on those efforts.  You also have countries that have stepped forward to say that they're going to extend their troop deployments and provide some help to provide for the security of U.N. workers.  We would like to see the United Nations continue to be involved and take a greater role.

Q:  Is there any indication that they're going to increase the number of people involved --

MR. McCLELLAN:  I don't know the latest update, Richard, but we stay in close contact with them on those matters.  You might check -- you might check with the United States Mission at the U.N.

Q:  Scott -- and I would add, congratulations.

MR. McCLELLAN:  Thank you.

Q:  A two-part question.  At the President's news conference when The Washington Times informed him of the story that AP later had to retract about Arafat's death, the President said, "God bless his soul."  And my question, did the President mean to say God cleanse his soul, or is the President a universalist in believing that everybody goes to heaven?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I think you know what the President meant by his remarks. I don't think --

Q:  No, I don't know -- that's why I'm asking you.

MR. McCLELLAN:  -- I need to elaborate.

Q:  Is he a universalist?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I don't think I need to elaborate.  The President addressed that last week.

Q:  On talk radio, which with the Internet countered so much of old big media's attempt to drive you and the President out of the White House, there have been a number of callers who have wondered why the front row reserved seat at presidential news conferences for Helen Thomas, she has been moved to the rear.  And my question, knowing that you and the President both try to be fair, could you tell us what Helen ever did that was as bad as the network that used forged documents to try to malign the President and whose reserved seat has not been moved?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I don't know.  You connected a lot of things there.  But I don't have anything against any of these people on the front row.  (Laughter.)

Q:  No, no, no, no, I just am asking for a fair answer.  Why was Helen moved back --

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, Gregory sometimes, but --

Q:  -- but not that network?  Give us an answer.

MR. McCLELLAN:  Helen has been the longest serving White House correspondent here.  And I think it's a nice tradition --

Q:  Why was she put back --

MR. McCLELLAN:  I think it's a nice tradition.  I don't believe she has been --

Q:  She was in the press conference --

MR. McCLELLAN:  No, she was here just the other day, sitting in that front row.

Q:  I know, here.  But press conferences, I'm talking about.

MR. McCLELLAN:  Yes, well --

Q:  Why was she moved back?  (Laughter.)  You want to evade that, don't you?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Go ahead, Heidi.

Q:  Scott, the President talked a lot in the campaign about tax simplification.  And as you mentioned, he talked about his principles for Social Security reform.  What are his principles for tax simplification?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, I think he laid them out when we announced that he was for reforming the tax code.  He's long been someone who has been supported reforms -- who has supported reforms to our tax code, and getting rid of the death tax is a big step towards reforming the tax code and making it simpler and fairer.  But he laid out the principles that the bipartisan panel needs to address:  the principle, one, that the tax code should be simpler; two, that it should be fairer; and that it should promote economic growth and job creation. Those are the broad principles that he outlined when he announced that he would be appointing a bipartisan advisory panel to take this issue head-on.

Q:  But what does that mean, "simpler, fairer"?

MR. McCLELLAN:  And that advisory panel will be coming back as soon as possible in 2005 to report to the Treasury Secretary.  That's what they'll be charged with doing.

Q:  Scott, follow-up on that, please?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Who is that yelling in the back?  I'll come to you in a minute.

Q:  Yes, why is Mr. Blackwill leaving just before the elections in Iraq?

MR. McCLELLAN:  He had announced, I think, several weeks ago told Condi that he would be leaving, thought that this was a good time.  We appreciate his outstanding service.  And he will be missed.

Q:  But do you think it's good timing just before the election?  Will there be anything before the elections or after?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I don't know -- if you're in the White House, I don't know that there's ever a good time.  He thought that this was an opportune time to go ahead and make that transition.  And we greatly appreciate his outstanding service to the President.  He has worked very hard on the issues relating to Iraq and he's done a great job for us.

Q:  Will he be replaced?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Go ahead, Rick.  We'll keep you posted on any personnel announcements.

Q:  The President asked Mr. Card to stay on, and he's agreed to do so. Has the President asked anyone else to stay on?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Look, this gets into trying to get me to speculate about personnel matters.  As I said earlier today, we'll make these announcements in due course.  The President appreciates Secretary Card agreeing to remain as Chief of Staff.  He is certainly someone who is doing and continues to do an outstanding job overseeing the team that the President has put in place.  The President greatly appreciates the work of all those throughout the administration, the Cabinet, the staff members throughout the administration, the White House staff.  He assembled a great team that has done really, really strong work to move forward on his agenda.  And there will be plenty of speculation going on here over the next few weeks, and we will keep you posted on any changes that may come as we move forward to a second term.

I think you can look back over history, it's been a natural time for -- when you look at ways to build your team for the second term, and that's what we're in the process of doing.

Q:  He's asked you to stay on, hasn't he?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Les, I told you, I never speculate about personnel and, particularly, myself.

Go ahead.

Q:  Scott, you mentioned some --

MR. McCLELLAN:  I was calling Sarah, here, I'll get to you guys.

Q:  Thank you.  Scott, is the President now holding out an olive branch to France and Germany, and, if so, will he try to convince them to send troops to Iraq?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, first of all, as I pointed out last week, the European Union made some commitments to help support Iraq as they moved toward free elections.  And we put out a statement on that, I believe it was on Friday. And so we certainly appreciate what the European Union agreed to do.  And that would include the countries that you mentioned.

What we're focused on doing is building the Iraqi security forces, so that they can provide for their own security.  And that's the -- that's what, ultimately, we need to do.  As the President pointed out, we'll have 125,000 Iraqi forces trained and equipped by the elections, and then I believe another 200,000, if I recall correctly, by the end of next year.  And so that's where our focus is.  There are a number of countries that continue to provide troops to support those efforts, and we appreciate all those countries that are doing that.  There are lots of ways countries can help as Iraq moves forward on free and fair elections.

Jeff, go ahead.

Q:  Thank you.  With all the reaching out that's going on around here, the President said Thursday in his press conference that he was reaching out to the press corps.  What did he mean by that, and why would he feel the need to reach out to a group of supposedly non-partisan people?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, I think that was a tongue-in-cheek comment that the President made at the beginning of the press conference, and he was showing his outreach efforts by holding that press conference the day after the election was decided.

Q:  Has he decided to let bygones be bygones --

MR. McCLELLAN:  Look, you heard from the President -- you heard from the President in the news conference.  The media certainly has an important role to play in keeping the American people informed about the decisions that we make here in Washington, D.C.

Q:  And despite the role that they tried to play, the President won anyhow.  Is there some kind of rapprochement that's going on here?

MR. McCLELLAN:  There will be plenty of analysis of the media and critiquing of the media, I'm sure, going forward.  And I'll leave that to others to get into.  The President has great respect for the job that the press does.

Q:  Is there a timetable to naming a National Intelligence Director?  And is the current CIA --

MR. McCLELLAN:  That's based on being passed by Congress.

Q:  And is Porter Goss under serious consideration for that?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Again, I wouldn't speculate on something that has yet to be created.  The first step is to work with Congress and get that position created. The President is very much committed to getting intelligence reform done this year.  He wants Congress to move forward as quickly as possible, and they'll be coming back next week to address that.  But I'm not going to --

Q:  Is Porter Goss a candidate?

MR. McCLELLAN:  -- I'm not going to rule anybody in or out at this point. The position hasn't even been created at this point.

Q:  Does the administration have a preference on how that bill looks?

MR. McCLELLAN:  We stated our preference in letters to Congress, that we've provided to you all, as well.

Q:  Scott, as the White House is monitoring Yasser Arafat's condition, is there any regret on the President's part that he didn't live up to what the President thought he should have done to be able to meet at the table with Sharon and the President when things were very volatile at the beginning of the first term?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Look, I think that right now we continue to monitor the situation with Chairman Arafat.  It's important that he gets the medical care that he needs.  I don't think it's appropriate to get into much discussion beyond that at this point.  Our views I think are pretty clear when it comes to the Middle East.

Q:  But was there at any point a time when Yasser Arafat could have come to the table with President Bush and Ariel Sharon?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Like I said, I don't think now is the appropriate time to get into that discussion.

Q:  Could you describe any consultations the President has had with Prime Minister Tony Blair over the last few days regarding the assault on Fallujah?

MR. McCLELLAN:  He's someone that he speaks to on a weekly basis.  We don't get into necessarily reading out those discussions, but they'll be talking again this week, as well.  But he spoke to Prime Minister Blair last week, so I can go back and give the exact dates when they last talked.

Q:  And now that the President has won this election, does he have any advice for Tony Blair in his upcoming campaign?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I would say that Prime Minister Blair has been a great friend to the United States and the United Kingdom is certainly one of our closest allies.  The President appreciates the close partnership we have and the efforts that we have worked on together to make the world a safer place.  And in terms of their electoral politics, we'll leave that to the people in the United Kingdom to address.

Q:  Thank you, Scott.  The United States Ambassador to Japan, Mr. Baker, had mentioned yesterday North Korea has two nuclear bombs now.  Does the United States have any specific solution for nuclear free in Korean Peninsula?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, the President, in fact, spoke with Prime Minister Koizumi this morning.  He spoke to President Roh last week.  We continue to work to achieve a peaceful diplomatic solution to the situation regarding North Korea.  We are working to move forward on the next round of talks so that we can get North Korea to end its pursuit of nuclear weapons.  And we are making progress in terms of that framework, and we're -- right now we're working to set the next round of talks through the six-party framework.  We're working very closely with all our partners in the region to persuade North Korea to abandon its ambitions for nuclear weapons.

Go ahead, John.

Q:  Thank you, Scott.  Getting back to Chairman Arafat, members of his family and his inner circle have indicated that in the event of his passing away, he chooses to be buried in Jerusalem, which would be extremely controversial.  What's the administration's position on that?  And have any plans been made to send anyone as an official representative --

MR. McCLELLAN:  Again, going too far into this.  I don't think it's an appropriate time to discuss some of these matters.  We recognize that that is a sensitive matter that the parties are working to address.  And beyond that, I don't think it's appropriate to go any further.

Q:  Can I have a follow up --

MR. McCLELLAN:  No, I'm going to keep going.  Several people have their hands up.

Q:  Has the President been given any information about Chief Justice Rehnquist's health, beyond what the public has been told?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I think you all are aware of his situation.  It's not my place to speak for the Court about his health.  We wish him a speedy recovery, and we wish him all the best during this time.

Q:  In a general manner, Scott --

Q:  I'd like to follow up on that.  The President before has used recess appointments for judicial appointments.  Is that an appropriate mechanism to use for a Supreme Court judicial nomination?

MR. McCLELLAN:  There is not a vacancy at this point, so --

Q:  No, but is -- but would a recess --

MR. McCLELLAN:  I'm not going to speculate about something when there's not a vacancy.

Q:  But I'm asking about procedure.  Would a recess appointment be something President Bush would consider doing --

MR. McCLELLAN:  I haven't heard any discussion of such.  I haven't heard any discussion of such.

Go ahead.

Q:  The President made it very clear that he would oppose any tax-simplification bill that poses as a tax increase.  But isn't that position likely to be at odds with the reality that any tax-simplification bill will wind up plugging various loopholes and, in effect, will raise taxes on certain groups, while possibly cutting the taxes on other groups?  Isn't that a conceptual problem for the President?

MR. McCLELLAN:  One, he outlined that it should be revenue-neutral.  I think that may be one thing you're referring to.  But this President is committed to lowering taxes, not raising taxes.  And he's made that very clear. And so these are issues that the bipartisan advisory panel will look at and work to address.  And beyond that, I think it's getting way ahead of ourselves to speculate about it.

Q:  Scott, when the President was asked about tax reform, or when he mentioned it last week, he voluntarily said that whatever is done he would like to preserve the charitable deduction and a mortgage deduction.  Well, there's a lot of ideas floating around, like a flat tax, national sales tax.  By their very nature, in their purest form, if you go either of those routes, you don't have deductions.  So when Vice President Cheney was also asked, he cited the 1986 Tax Reform Act as an example, not necessarily a decision.  But if you go that route, what you basically do is lower your rates and reduce the number of tax brackets in exchange for less deductions.  Is that something the White House is considering when they talk about a tax --

MR. McCLELLAN:  Look, Paula, I think it's way too premature to speculate when an advisory panel hasn't even been appointed.  The President said this is going to be a top priority for him.  He laid out some clear principles to guide the advisory panel, and we will look forward to getting that panel established and then seeing what the recommendations are and working very closely with Congress to move forward on tax reform that is based on the principles that the President outlined.  And if you talk about raising taxes or things of that nature, the President does not believe that that promotes economic growth and job creation.  We've seen, through the measures that he's taken already, that the tax relief that we passed previously is working to get our economy growing strong.  And it's growing stronger.

Q:  I wasn't talking about tax increases --

MR. McCLELLAN:  I understand.

Q:  -- I was talking about the Tax Reform Act, which lowered rates, reduced the number of brackets.  I just wanted to know if that is a possible model for what you're talking about.

MR. McCLELLAN:  I'm not getting into speculating about it. The advisory panel hasn't even been appointed at this point.  So I wouldn't speculate about it.

Q:  You talked about some of the important immediate short-term priorities, but I didn't hear you mention the debt limit.  I'm wondering, what is the President doing to make sure that the Congress does that this month? And, secondly, is the President confident, and can you declare that this will be the last time that the debt limit has to be raised on his watch?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, the Treasury Department -- the Treasury Secretary has been calling on Congress to raise it for several months.  That's what we've been doing.  And so that's -- that remains a priority, too, and we urge Congress to do it as soon as possible.  They'll be coming back into session next week, and that's one of the things that they need to act on, as well.

Thank you.

END  12:52 P.M. EST

(end transcript)
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MR. BOUCHER:  Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.  Just one statement I'd like to refer to, we'll have for you, I think, any moment now, if it's not out already, a statement on the Arctic Council and the issue of climate change, just to kind of bring you up to date on exactly what is going on.

I know there have been a lot stories and press conferences and things about it, but we're moving forward on that front with our partners in New York.  The Council, and, of course, the Administration, remains committed to technically-sound and market-driven approach to combating climate change and in fact as $5.8 billion in this year's budget to support that approach.  So we'll have a statement for you on that.

And this afternoon, the Secretary of State will be off to Mexico for very important meetings, along with his cabinet colleagues for the Bi-National Commission between the U.S. and Mexico.

And with that, I'd be glad to take your questions.

QUESTION:  I realize what's going on in Iraq is essentially military operation, but I thought I'd try to see the political side of this, what we could get from this.  Is there a feeling here that there is some risks, there is some necessary, I suppose, risk with losing already not so strong Sunni support by going into Fallujah full blast?  Has the Secretary done anything that you want to tell us about on the diplomatic front to try to explain to other governments what we're doing?

MR. BOUCHER:  The Secretary has been active with other foreign ministers, as have others in the Department, in terms of messages about the operations that are commencing in Fallujah.  As you know, I think from the statements the Iraqi Government has made, the Iraqi Government is determined to deal with the situation of lawlessness that existed in Fallujah and a few other towns.  They have done this successfully now in Najaf, Samarra, Talafar, and other areas, and they will continue to do it so that all the Iraqi people can live under the rule of the Iraqi Government and not subject to this kind of a persecution that they have had at the hands of terrorists and insurgents.

Bringing these cities back into the Iraqi nation is important for their future and for the future of the people who live there.  We agree with them on that.  The Iraqi Government has made every effort to find political solutions, to find people they can talk to, who can get out -- get rid of the insurgents and reestablish government control and military operations are undertaken only as a last resort.

The Secretary is in contact with other governments, consulting with them about the operations that are unfolding, making the points that I just made.  This morning he's already phoned Foreign Minister Cimoszewicz of Poland, Foreign Minister Aboul Gheit of Egypt, Foreign Minister Gul of Turkey, Saudi Foreign Minister Saud Al-Faisal, Jordanian Foreign Minister Al-Mulki, and he will make a couple more phone calls this afternoon to other friends and concerned parties in the area.

QUESTION:  Touching on the civilian situation, although most of the people have left, people or civilians often --

MR. BOUCHER:  I think there is -- yes.  The simple answer is yes.  There is obvious concern about the civilians in Fallujah.  For that reason, the government has, first of all, for days now, encouraged people to leave and many of them have taken the opportunity to get out of town, get away from the fighting.

Second of all, I think if you read the government's decree on the state of emergency today, they made clear, the first thing is people should stay inside and out of the way of the fighting and try to use those emergency measures not just to make it -- to carry forward the government's security plan, but also to keep civilians out of harm's way.

And third of all, as you know, U.S. forces, coalition forces, and, I'm sure, Iraqi forces will make every possible provision to avoid civilian casualties.  All that being said, we know this is an entrenched group of people that they have to deal with, entrenched foreign fighters who have shown complete disregard for human rights and human life, in terms of their attacks, and therefore this kind of urban warfare, we all know, can lead to casualties.  We just hope that we can -- everything we have done to minimize civilian casualties is effective.

QUESTION:  Does the U.S. share the view of Mr. Solana, that the security situation in Iraq is so bad that the elections cannot be held in January?

MR. BOUCHER:  Our view remains the view of the Iraqi Government, that the determination is very strong to bring the elections about on time -- I think you've seen that in Prime Minister Allawi's statements -- that bringing cities back under the control of the central government is, indeed, a step forward in providing every Iraqi with the opportunity to participate in the political process and to participate in the election in January.

So we think that this is, in fact, an essential step to getting to a successful election in January in which all Iraqi can participate.  And as far as what the security situation will be in January, obviously, we hope these operations are successful, and therefore, that the security situation will be better by then.

QUESTION:  Can I just follow up?  You mentioned that the Secretary spoke with Prince Saud of Saudi Arabia.  Do you have any more details on that phone conversation?

MR. BOUCHER:  Just the phone calls.  I don't have individual details on individual calls.  The phone calls are similar to what I was saying that we found it, the Iraqi Government has found it necessary to use -- to proceed in the direction -- to proceed in the use of military force in Fallujah, that they made every attempt to find negotiated solutions, and that the operations are commencing.  And I think that's pretty much what the Iraqi Government's been saying as well; and then to discuss the situation with friends and partners who are concerned about it.

QUESTION:  Right, friends and partners, indeed.  These foreign ministers, can they all be listed in the "yes" column, that they support what is --

MR. BOUCHER:  You'll have to ask the individuals what they -- what their view is of the operation.

QUESTION:  Well, then I'm going to ask the question this way.  There's a question of -- I'm going to go off on another track.  But there was kind of an ambiguous statement

put out by the Saudi ambassador here -- not on the main thing, but on the side issue.  Is the Secretary calling friends and allies alone, or is he -- is it more of a broad-beamed consultation?

MR. BOUCHER:  Well, he's calling countries that are obviously concerned about this situation.  Part of the Iraqi Government decree is to close Iraq's borders with Syria and Jordan at least.  I'm not sure about Turkey.  But anyway, he's calling neighbors and coalition partners, a variety of countries, but you know, Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Jordan are all neighbors of Iraq, will be affected by the situation there.  Egypt has played an important role and is playing an important role in hosting the upcoming meeting at Sharm el-Sheikh.  Poland and some of the others will be coalition partners.

Okay.  Sir.

QUESTION:  Allegedly, Prime Minister Allawi made some disparaging remarks against Kofi Annan and the UN.  Do you find that might compromise the elections, considering that everybody's looking for a role for the UN?

MR. BOUCHER:  I don't know what you're referring to.  Certainly, we and the Iraqi Government have differed with the Secretary General over his views of possibility of fighting in Fallujah, and I think I made that clear last week, and I think our views are similar to those of the Iraqi Government in that regard.

At the same time, we've been very supportive and working very closely with the United Nations when it comes to having as much deployment by the United Nations as possible to help prepare for the election.  The Iraqis are carrying the ball forward on the elections and have already done a lot -- they need -- and can benefit from the support of the United Nations.  So we have been working with the United Nations on how they could add more people to help with elections and how they could have the security necessary to do their job.  I think both we and the Iraqi Government have been very, very supportive on that.

Joel.

QUESTION:  It's been reported that a hospital out to the west has been captured by coalition troops, but a second hospital has been totally demolished, whether it be by shelling and/or by the insurgents themselves.  If this affects the full downtown center of Fallujah, are there any plans to maybe rebuild it or to have the --

MR. BOUCHER:  I'm not going to try to do a battle assessment on an hourly basis.  I don't think anybody in the U.S. Government is going to do that.  But if it is done, the Pentagon will try to explain particular details of the fighting that's going on around that area, various places.

I would say that we have made very clear to the citizens of these cities that have been affected by the insurgent violence that once the cities are back in government control, that there is assistance immediately forthcoming to help the residents of these cities gain employment, find jobs, and get to work on cleaning up their city, rebuilding schools, hospitals, essential roads, things like that.  That has happened in Najaf, that has happened in Samarra, and that certainly will happen in Fallujah once it's back under government control.

QUESTION:  On the issue of the civilians -- I'm sorry, just to follow up --

MR. BOUCHER:  Yeah.

QUESTION:  The people that have left in the city, are they being camped or housed, or who's taking care of them?  Do you have anything -- I mean, is there is anything?

MR. BOUCHER:  I don't know.  I think you'd have to look for reports on the ground, whether they've gone to -- many of these cases, people go to stay with relatives in other places but I don't know specifically where they've gone.

QUESTION:  No special provisions were made?

MR. BOUCHER:  I just don't know.

QUESTION:  Okay.

MR. BOUCHER:  You'd have to check with people on the ground.

Saul, you had something?

QUESTION:  Well, a change to Iran if that's possible.

MR. BOUCHER:  Change to Iran?  No, we've got one more on this.

QUESTION:  Yes, you refer to the Sharm el-Sheikh meeting as still on.  What's the timeframe of -- or what kind of activities are done from now until that time because it's like so close to these operations?

MR. BOUCHER:  Well, there are going to be military operations in Iraq as long as we're dealing with the insurgency, so you can't anticipate having meetings when military operations have ceased.  It might take some time.  So we do think it's an important meeting.  The Iraqis and the Egyptians have put this together.  We think it's a very useful meeting.  We look forward -- the Secretary looks forward to going.  It'll be at the end of the month.  I think they've announced the date, right?

The 22nd, 23rd, right, of November?  And at this point the Secretary plans on being there.

QUESTION:  It was decided if Iran and Syria are going to attend or not or not yet?

MR. BOUCHER:  I think Egypt and Iraq are inviting all the neighbors, yeah.

Yeah.  Okay.  Change of subject.

QUESTION:  Thanks.  The Europeans say that they are close to a deal with Iran and they've obviously been in pretty constant touch with the United States.  Is there anything in the agreement that makes you less skeptical than you have been in the past that the Iranians will actually stick to it?  Is this not just some kind of tactic to get past the IAEA Board meeting and then go back to their old habits?

MR. BOUCHER:  Well, I think at this point the answer is, we'll have to see.  The Europeans have, indeed, stayed in touch with us and we've stayed in touch with them.  At this point, I think I've seen a statement from the Iranian side that they have an agreement, but I haven't seen such a statement from the European side.  So I think they still remain in contact.  They certainly -- the Europeans -- have been in contact with us.  We've gotten some information on where they stand with the Iranians, but not a complete readout on the terms that might be under discussion at this precise point.

What I do think is true is that we and the Europeans continue to agree on the fundamentals that the -- Iran needs to cooperate fully with the International Atomic Energy Agency; it needs to meet its nonproliferation obligations; and it needs to suspend fully and immediately all enrichment-related and reprocessing activities.

The question of where they stand, where Iran stands when we get to the Board meeting, is the important one.  Will Iran have complied at that point with the requirements of the IAEA Board?  Will the IAEA be in a position to verify that or to say that they are engaging in the verification of that kind of promise and activity?

And that's where ultimately we shall see not only if Iran and the Europeans are able to reach agreement on how Iran can comply with the Board's requirements, but whether the IAEA was able to verify that and whether the IAEA is able to report that to the Board.  So we'll be watching the whole thing as it unfolds.  I'm sure we'll be hearing more from the Europeans in coming days.  But at this point it's not -- I don't think we'll be in a position to try to offer some kind of judgment, because ultimately it's what Iran does that matters, not just what they might agree to.

Yeah.

QUESTION:  And what it does has to be verified by the IAEA?

MR. BOUCHER:  Has to be full compliance, and that has to be full compliance in a manner that the IAEA can verify.

QUESTION:  Did you notice the remarks of the Chinese Foreign Minister Li in which he said that he doesn't think that this matter should be referred to the UN Security Council?

MR. BOUCHER:  I didn't notice those particular remarks.  I think that has been a position the Chinese Government has taken.  I think what matters for all of us, ultimately, is where do we stand when we get to the Board meeting:  Is there an agreement and is it being implemented?

QUESTION:  New subject?

QUESTION:  Can we stay on Iran?

MR. BOUCHER:  Yeah.

QUESTION:  Can you confirm that the United States sent the European negotiators a letter saying -- reminding them that if the deal -- if there's no deal struck, then they're expected to help have Iran referred to the Security Council?

MR. BOUCHER:  I don't think I can get into any particular exchange, but we've had a variety of exchanges with Europeans in writing and orally through various channels and discussions with them about this.  And I think -- as I said, I think we do agree on the fundamentals:  Iran needs to comply fully, and if Iran doesn't comply fully then the Board's going to have to consider what action to take.  And as you know, the United States has always felt that should be referral to the UN Security Council.  We felt that was warranted even last year.

Okay, Christophe.

QUESTION:  Yes, on Ivory Coast.  I see that you issued a Travel Warning yesterday for the U.S. citizens living in this country or planning to -- considering to go there.  Do you have any update about the situation of the U.S. nationals in this country and about your -- the U.S. Embassy staff?

MR. BOUCHER:  At this point, we have -- I think, well, you've referred to the Travel Warning.  That's where we cover this situation, or the advice that we give to U.S. citizens.  At this point, you know, we've basically encouraged people to stay home.  And that's what we're doing with our people.

Now, there was one American who was killed in the government -- in the air strikes by government aircraft on Saturday.  We have offered his family our deepest condolences.  This is Mr. Robert Carsky, C-a-r-s-k-y.  He was an agronomist working in Cote D'Ivoire for the West African Rice Development Association.  We've been in touch with his family and we're offering them all possible assistance.  And that's about as far as I can go on that one, but we are working with his family about bringing him home.

The situation today is relatively calm but tense after large demonstrations and violence over the weekend.  Our ambassador, Ambassador Hooks, has spoken several times to President Gbagbo, making clear that President Gbagbo needs to stop all military activities, control street violence and speak publicly on the need for his supporters to remain peaceful and law-abiding.

On Saturday, Secretary Powell also spoke to President Gbagbo and spoke as well to French Foreign Minister Barnier about the situation in the Ivory Coast.  We have remained in very close consultation with the United Nations, the African Union, the Economic Community of West African States and French authorities.  Our efforts remain focused on the immediate security situation and the safeguarding of American citizens as well as on finding a long-term political solution to Cote D'Ivoire's political situation.

We are working at the United Nations with other governments on what further action can be taken up there.  I think you all saw that the Security Council issued a press statement, Presidential Statement over the weekend condemning the attack against French forces and demanding the immediate cessation of military activity by all Ivorian parties.  So that's pretty much where we stand at this moment.

QUESTION:  What do you think of the French decision over the weekend to destroy the Ivorian Air Force?

MR. BOUCHER:  We have condemned the attack on the Ivorian military bombing that broke the ceasefire, led to the very tragic and unfortunate deaths of French troops.  We think that the response by the French was an action that was necessary to protect their people from further attack and violence.

I would note, as well, in the United Nations Security Council statement, the Security Council expressed its full support for the action undertaken by French forces and the UN operations in Cote d'Ivoire.

So, you know, we thought it was necessary to prevent further attacks and violence by these airplanes.

QUESTION:  Given the calls and the ambassador's contacts, have you seen any movement from the President in response to your requests?

MR. BOUCHER:  I think that remains a somewhat open question.  As I said, the situation is calm but tense.  There are meetings going on right now in Ivory Coast between the various parties and the military authorities, and we hope that all the parties will do everything they can to calm the situation.

Yeah.  Sir.

QUESTION:  Mr. Boucher, anything on the referendum with Skopje?

MR. BOUCHER:  We note that the referendum on November 7th in Macedonia failed by a wide margin, with only about one-quarter of eligible voters supporting it.  We congratulate the voters and the people of Macedonia for ensuring a referendum that's consistent with international standards.  The vote reaffirms the strong desire of Macedonians to press on with Euro-Atlantic integration.  It's a clear endorsement of the Ohrid Framework Agreement and testifies to the will of the people to overcome the challenges of its implementation.

We call on all parties to respect the outcome and to continue the work through the democratic process to finalize the framework agreement and to ensure Macedonia's continued and steadied progress towards NATO and EU membership.

By recognizing Macedonia's constitutional name last week, we underscore the United States' commitment to a permanent, multiethnic and democratic Macedonia within its existing borders.  We believe this message was heard and contributed to the courageous choice that the Macedonian people made to continue on the course of the framework agreement.  And that is something that we will continue to support because we believe it brings stability for all the people in the region.

QUESTION:  Otherwise, the U.S. Government is supporting the creation of 16 political self-ruled entities by the Albanian peoples in Skopje?

MR. BOUCHER:  The United States support the Ohrid Framework Agreement, which brought peace to the region, peace to the people of Macedonia.  A significant portion of that agreement is decentralization and various kinds of authority at local level.

But as far as the details of that agreement, you'll have to talk to the Macedonians.  Our view is that this was a positive step, and it's a step whose implementation we have supported.

Yes.

QUESTION:  Since you once again praise that recognition of Skopje as "Macedonia," how do you explain to Senator Paul Sarbanes' statement, who said, "is a significant and counterproductive departure from the longstanding U.S. policy"?

MR. BOUCHER:  We work very closely with Senator Sarbanes.  We did talk to him as we were taking this step, I think, before we announced it.  And we understand his very strong views on the subject.  Nonetheless, we think this was the right step to take, for all the reasons that we've explained.

QUESTION:  Other words, he was warned in advanced that you were planning to do this?

MR. BOUCHER:  I don't know how much in advance.  It was around the time that we made the decision to go forward.

QUESTION:  Can you clarify for us or can you take this question, because it's very important, whatever you are saying.

MR. BOUCHER:  No, I don't think it's that important.  We certainly keep in close touch with him and we notified members of Congress either the night before or the day of the decision.  I'm not sure when we connected with Senator Sarbanes personally.  But we do understand his strong views about this situation in this region, and we appreciate those views.  But as I said, we went forward and made the decision on our own for the reasons that we explained.

QUESTION:  Ambassador Tom Miller (inaudible) international fora, according to Associated Press, the U.S. Embassy in Athens, who warned Americans in Greece to exercise caution and heighten their level of security following your recognition of FYROM November 4th as Macedonia in order to -- put in quote, unquote -- "Macedonia," please, in order to prevent any anti-Americanism.  Do you know he has been advised to do that by Department of State, or if he acted by himself?

MR. BOUCHER:  I don't -- I'd have to go back and check on that particular -- was that a Warden Message that you're referring to?  I don't know if we -- how we worked that with him?

QUESTION:  But can you take this question?

MR. BOUCHER:  I'll see if there's anything to say.  Usually it's a combination.

QUESTION:  And also, Mr. Boucher, the National Public Radio dispatched a story talking about Secretary of State Colin Powell, "He is described by Wil Hylton in Gentleman's Quarterly Magazine as 'exhausted, frustrated, and bitter.'  He is said to resent the refusal of the White House to let him represent the United States at the closing ceremonies of the Olympic Games in Athens."

May we know if that is true in order to forget the previous stories that Mr. Powell postponed his trip to Athens due to the so-called anti-Americanism in Greece for which specifically Ambassador Tom Miller is very sensitive, because 15,000 -- 1,500 Greeks in the (inaudible) of his arrival called an anti-war demonstration in Athens against the war in Iraq?

You said similar stories to Mr. --

MR. BOUCHER:  No, I know what you're saying.  I'm trying to decide -- well, I'm gonna.  That's a pile of crap and it was a pile of crap.  We said so when the original story came out.  We explained the reasons why the State Department -- why the Secretary didn't go to Greece.  I wouldn't start connecting all the dots that you've ever heard about the Secretary, particularly when so many of them are so unfounded.

QUESTION:  But I hate to make (inaudible) this characterization because you are the only one who told Mr. Hitchens to write a similar story in the Foreign Policy --

MR. BOUCHER:  No, actually, we tried to talk to Mr. Hitchens, but after we finally got a hold of him he didn't really take much from us.  So I'm afraid that story falls in the same category.

QUESTION:  And so why -- and so since Ambassador Miller (inaudible) the 1,500 anti-Americans because they're against the war, so what is the -- what is your position?  This particular issue is very important because we have to understand --

MR. BOUCHER:  I think we explained at the time the reasons that the Secretary was not able to attend the closing ceremonies.  I'll stick with that.

QUESTION:  Do you know when the last time the Secretary of State visited Greece?

MR. BOUCHER:  No, I don't.

QUESTION:  Do you know why --

MR. BOUCHER:  You probably do.

QUESTION:  No, no, I want you to say it on the record.  Do you know --

MR. BOUCHER:  It's on our website.  I'll stand by whatever is on our website.

QUESTION:  No, no, no, the last question.  Do you know why U.S. cabinet members most recently avoided to visit Greece?  Is there any reason to do that?  Is it a matter of change of policy?

MR. BOUCHER:  No, I don't think you can say that.  We had a lot of back and forth and support around the time of the Olympics.  We've had various high-level visitors in Greece.  The Secretary has met frequently with his Greek counterparts.  He talks frequently with his Greek counterpart, the Greek Foreign Minister.  He's tried several times, looked at possibilities several times in scheduling a visit there, and for one reason or another, it hasn't worked out.  But it's something he'd still like to do at the appropriate time.

QUESTION:  But why he never visit the Greece, that's the point.  I know that he's talking a lot, I know that you are making lot of statements, et cetera, but they're going around Albania, Skopje --

MR. BOUCHER:  I don't think we've gone around Greece.  I think we've tried several times to get there, the Secretary has, for a variety of reasons, these trips didn't work out.  He still looks forward to doing it some time.

QUESTION:  Do you think when he is going to visit next --

MR. BOUCHER:  I don't have any particular date in mind, no.

Yeah.

QUESTION:  Back to Macedonia.  So now that you look back at the result, you had made a calculation that it was worth annoying Greece in order to have an impact on the referendum.  Was it worth it?  Or was the margin so wide that your influence didn't actually matter, that the Macedonians would have rejected it anyway?

MR. BOUCHER:  I think, first of all, credit for this goes to the people of Macedonia, who we think made a wise and courageous decision on how to handle this matter at a referendum level and to stick with the framework agreement even though it involves a lot of change for their society.

Second of all, to the extent that we contributed to it, we're glad we did.  To the extent that we contributed to that outcome, I don't think we'll ever be able to measure how much our decision contributed or not.  There were probably many factors involved, and, as I said, credit really goes to the choices that the voters, the people of Macedonia made.  But I think we thought it was the right decision for a variety of reasons, including the ability to demonstrate very clearly that the United States was in favor of a stable and peaceful and multiethnic society in Macedonia.  And we think this -- that's a message that goes beyond the referendum as well.

Yeah.  Sir.

QUESTION:  Thank you.  A few questions on Mexico, please.

MR. BOUCHER:  Yeah.

QUESTION:  What are you -- can you characterize the negotiations between the U.S. and Mexico on immigration during this Bi-National Commission meeting?  Are you expecting any major breakthrough between negotiations or only an assessment of where things are?

And secondly, President Fox said on Friday during the summit in Rio that several Latin American leader ask him, and he had said that to become some kind of a bridge between the U.S. and the region to make those regions come together.  Are you expecting any -- some impact, if any, from this what kind of role that Mexico can play in that sense?

MR. BOUCHER:  I didn't see any particular remarks by President Fox, so I don't know how, exactly, he phrased it.  Certainly we have worked very carefully and closely with Mexico on a variety of issues affecting the region, whether it's the situation, for example, in Bolivia that I remember, Venezuela, other things that have happened in the region, we have always kept in very close touch with our Mexican counterparts and worked with them very closely.

So part of what we'll do in Mexico in our discussions, particularly with the foreign minister, is to kind of go through some of the things happening in the region and see how the U.S. and Mexico can both contribute to stability and progress in this region.

As far as the state of play on migration, the President has made a proposal, as you know, to the U.S. Congress.  He remains committed to that proposal and we look forward to going down to Mexico -- the Secretary does look forward to going down to Mexico to discuss this with his Mexican counterpart and other U.S. cabinet members -- Secretary Ridge, I'm sure, will be discussing it with their counterparts -- to talk about how we, working with the U.S. Congress, can move forward on this kind of program that the President has proposed.

QUESTION:  Can I follow up on that?

MR. BOUCHER:  Sure.

QUESTION:  What President Fox said at the Rio Summit last week was that he offered other Latin American leaders to be a pointman and an advocate in their name with the United States, especially on the subject of migration.  So my follow-up question would be, how does the United States feel, you know, dealing with one country who speaks on behalf of other countries?

MR. BOUCHER:  I think you may be -- even from what you quoted President Fox in saying, it sounds like your question kind of implies something beyond what he said.  So I don't want to try to deal with it in that fashion, based on what I've heard from you.

It is an important issue for us.  It's an important issue for other countries in the region.  Mexico knows as well as we do that the proposal the President made is not just for Mexicans, but we also all know that Mexicans are the vast bulk of the people who live and work and contribute to American society in this fashion.

And so we certainly know that we have to deal with Mexico on these matters, that they principally involve Mexicans in the United States or the U.S. and Mexico, and I'm sure that President Fox's reassurance that he keeps the interests and the attention that other nations give to this in mind is probably welcomed by all of us.  But we will also deal directly with other nations that might be affected by U.S. legislation in this matter.

QUESTION:  In what way are you discussing it with other Latin American nations?  They said there hasn't been much mention about talking with Salvador, Nicaragua --

MR. BOUCHER:  Well, as I said, we'll keep in touch with other countries on this even though we may be, first and foremost, dealing with Mexico on it, because Mexicans are first and foremost affected.  I don't have any precise plan at this point for how we'll talk with everybody or different countries at different times.  But all I know is we are going to talk to Mexico tomorrow about it.

Yeah.  We've got one or two more in the back.  Sir.

QUESTION:  Have you ever -- do you have any readout of Deputy Secretary Armitage visit to Iraq, or later be joined by Burns, Williams Burns to --

MR. BOUCHER:  The Deputy Secretary has now visited the United Arab Emirates where he expressed our condolences on the passing of Sheikh Zayed.  They also have taken the opportunity to visit there to discuss Iraq, Iran, Israeli-Palestinian peace efforts, counterterrorism, and the issue of modernization and reform in the region.

In Iraq, the Deputy Secretary met with senior Iraqi officials about the security situation and about getting to elections in January.  After the Iraq stop, they went on to Kuwait and Bahrain, again, discussions of all these regional issues.

The Deputy Secretary has now gone on to South Asia.  He's in Pakistan now.  Assistant Secretary Burns has gone on to London, having some meetings there with the British, and Assistant Secretary Burns will be back in Washington tomorrow.

Let's -- yeah.

QUESTION:  Why the Department of State drastically reduce the personnel in the U.S. General Consulate in (inaudible), leaving almost alone (inaudible).  Is there any reason to do that?

MR. BOUCHER:  I'll have to check and see if we have.

QUESTION:  Can we stay on Armitage?

MR. BOUCHER:  Sure.

QUESTION:  So that can you now tell us more about the rest of his schedule in South Asia?

MR. BOUCHER:  No, I'm afraid we're still going to follow the practice of telling you where he is when he gets there but not before.

Sir.

QUESTION:  The South Korean Deputy Director of NSC, Mr. Lee Jong-seok, made a very unusual visit to Washington, D.C.  Who will he meet and what suggestion with U.S. make for him in dealing with North Korea?

MR. BOUCHER:  I don't know.  I'd have to check and see.  I don't know anything.

Said.

QUESTION:  On the Middle East real quick.  Richard, in light of Prime Minister Blair's statement on the urgency of reigniting the peace process, do you feel that there's an added or accelerated effort of communication between the State Department and the White House on this issue?  Has there been any added urgency to -- in light of the whole situation?

MR. BOUCHER:  I don't want to describe any particular internal discussions, but we're certainly in touch with the -- working very closely with the White House all the time.  We all agree it's important for the United States to take every opportunity to move forward.  We've done this repeatedly in this Administration, whether it was Sharm el-Sheikh in Aqaba, where the President was personally involved, or in April when we looked at the Israeli disengagement plan and said, this represents an opportunity.  I don't know what kind of transition at this point the Palestinians might be going through, whatever happens to Mr. Arafat, whether he recovers or not.

But we'll certainly continue to look for ways that we can move forward on Middle East peace.  It remains important to the Palestinians and Israelis alike that they have a way to live side-by-side in peace and security for both Israelis and Palestinians.

And as far as discussions with the British, we are certainly having close contact and discussions with the British on this issue and those will continue as well.

Last one?

QUESTION:  Richard, with respect to Chairman Arafat, there's speculation about hidden bank accounts.  Have you spoken to the Swiss and/or the Palestinians themselves?  And also, there's speculation that Chairman Arafat is dying of AIDS.  And --

MR. BOUCHER:  I know all this stuff.  There's a lot of speculation.  I don't deal with speculation here.  It's not for us to speculate on these things.

Thank you.

(The briefing was concluded at 1:20 p.m.)

(end transcript)
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Transcript: U.S. Will Reach Out to Allies and Friends, Bush Says

(Nations share responsibility to confront terrorism, poverty) (700)

All civilized nations share "common duties" to confront terrorism, disease, and poverty in the world, President Bush said on November 6, in his first weekly radio address to the nation following his reelection to office.

"I will continue reaching out to friends and allies, including our partners in NATO and the European Union, to promote development and progress, to defeat the terrorists, and to encourage freedom and democracy as the alternatives to tyranny and terror," Bush said.

On the domestic front, President Bush pledged to work with all Americans to advance an agenda of economic growth. He said that the Administration would work to simply the tax code, assist small business, strengthen Social Security, and advance educational reform. 

"A new term is a new opportunity to reach out to the whole nation," Bush said. "We have one country, one constitution, and one future that binds us."

Following is a transcript of President Bush's radio address to the nation for November 6:

(begin transcript)

The White House 

Office of the Press Secretary 

November 6, 2004  

President's Radio Address

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. This week, the voters of America set the direction of our nation for the next four years. I am honored by the support of my fellow citizens. I commend Senator John Kerry for a spirited campaign.

Now the election is behind us, and our country is ready to move forward. Our nation is fighting a continuing war on terror, and every American has a stake in the outcome. Republicans and Democrats and independents love our country, and together, we will protect the American people. We will persevere until the enemy is defeated and our nation is safe from danger. Every civilized country also has a stake in the outcome of this war. Whatever our past disagreements, we share a common enemy and common duties to confront disease and hunger and poverty in troubled regions of our world.

I will continue reaching out to friends and allies, including our partners in NATO and the European Union, to promote development and progress, to defeat the terrorists, and to encourage freedom and democracy as the alternatives to tyranny and terror. 

Here at home, we have serious responsibilities and historic opportunities. To accelerate the momentum of this economy, and to keep creating jobs, we must take practical measures to help the small business sector. We must confront the junk and frivolous lawsuits that are driving up the cost of health care and hurting doctors and patients. We must continue to work on education reform, to bring high standards and accountability, not just to elementary schools, but to the high schools as well.

We must reform our complicated and outdated tax code, to get rid of needless paperwork and make our economy more competitive in the world. And we must show our leadership by strengthening the Social Security system for our children and grandchildren. This is more than a problem to be solved. It is an opportunity to help millions of our fellow citizens find the security and independence of ownership.  

Reaching these goals will require the broad support of Americans. To make this nation stronger and better, I will need the support of Republicans and Democrats and independents, and I will work to earn it. I will do all I can do to deserve your trust.

A new term is a new opportunity to reach out to the whole nation. We have one country, one constitution, and one future that binds us. And when we come together and work together, there is no limit to the greatness of America.

In the election of 2004, large issues were set before the country and discussed every day of the campaign. Now Americans are expecting bipartisan effort and results. My administration will work with both parties in Congress to achieve those results, and to meet the responsibility we share.

With the campaign over, the United States of America goes forward with confidence and faith. I see a great day coming for our country, and I'm eager for the work ahead.  

Thank you for listening.

(end transcript)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: Prime Minister Blair to Visit White House November 11-12

(Discussions will focus on strengthened U.S-European ties) (210)

British Prime Minister Tony Blair will visit President Bush at the White House on November 11-12, and the two will discuss ways to strengthen further U.S. cooperation with the United Kingdom and all of Europe. 

Following is a White House announcement:

(begin text)

The White House

Office of the Press Secretary 

November 6, 2004 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

President Bush will welcome British Prime Minister Tony Blair to the White House for discussions on November 11-12, 2004. As the President said in his press conference on November 4, 2004, he is determined to continue to reach out to friends and allies, and the EU and NATO, to promote development and progress, to defeat the terrorists and to encourage freedom and democracy as alternatives to tyranny and terror. 

The United Kingdom stands as one of America's closest allies, and Tony Blair as one of America's greatest friends. The President looks forward to discussing with Prime Minister Blair how to strengthen further U.S. cooperation with the United Kingdom and all of Europe, as we address together the many challenges our nations face at the beginning of the 21st century.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: Fate of Internally Displaced Persons Is Serious Concern in Europe

(Diplomat Paul Jones issues U.S. closing statement at OSCE conference) (960)

The United States called the plight of internally displaced persons (IDPs) "one of the most pressing humanitarian concerns" facing the member states of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and urged those states to take "practical steps" to respond more effectively to the needs of IDPs.

Paul Jones, charge d'affaires at the U.S. Mission to the OSCE, addressed the closing session of a special conference on IDPs sponsored by the OSCE November 4-5.

Among the U.S. recommendations for OSCE states:

-- Adopt national laws and policies on internal displacement consistent with the United Nations Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement and with OSCE commitments. 

-- Protect individuals against forcible returns to unsafe and insecure areas and affirm the right of IDPs to be protected against forcible return or resettlement.

-- Ensure the civil and political rights of IDPs, including the right to vote, as well as access to education and employment.

-- Assist IDPs, regardless of their ethnic background, with the return of their property or occupancy rights. If restitution is not possible because property has been destroyed, then IDPs must be offered appropriate compensation.

Jones said the conference had revealed "several broad areas of consensus," some of which were:

-- that freedom of movement and the freedom of IDPs to choose their residence should be formally recognized. 

-- that IDPs should be engaged in -- and not left out of -- planning and implementation of policies for voluntary return, resettlement, and reintegration. Both governmental and non-governmental organizations should be involved.

He said the ability of the OSCE Secretariat, Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, and the field missions to monitor and protect the rights of IDPs should be strengthened. Also, the United Stated would support the creation of a handbook on best practices for property return mechanisms. 

Following is the text as provided by the United States Mission to the OSCE:

(begin text)

United States Mission to the OSCE

http://www.usosce.org

STATEMENT FOR THE CLOSING SESSION OF THE SHDM ON INTERNALLY 

DISPLACED PERSONS

As delivered by Chargé d'Affaires Paul W. Jones

Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting on IDPs, Closing Session 

Vienna, November 5, 2004

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The United States thanks the Bulgarian Chairmanship and ODIHR for organizing this important Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting on Internally Displaced Persons.  The U.S. Delegation has listened and participated with interest and has benefited from the exchanges during this meeting.  We appreciate the constructive contributions of all participants.  

The fate of internally displaced persons is one of the most pressing humanitarian concerns facing the OSCE region.  Its consequences are severe, not only for the individuals concerned, but also for those states who face daily challenges because they have a significant number of IDPs on their territory.

The United States feels strongly that OSCE participating States should take several practical steps to respond more constructively and effectively to the needs of IDPs.  

First, we recommend that all OSCE participating States adopt national laws and policies on internal displacement.  These should be consistent with the UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement and with OSCE commitments.  

The United States upholds the fundamental principle that participating States should protect individuals against forcible returns to unsafe and insecure areas.  Therefore, we would support the adoption of a new OSCE commitment, based on principle 15(d) of the Guiding Principles, and affirming the right of IDPs to be protected against forcible return or resettlement.

While voluntary return of IDPs and their resettlement and reintegration are generally recognized goals, this process cannot take place in unsafe or insecure environments. 

We recognize that Roma IDPs in the Balkans face particular challenges. This is because many Roma in the region have faced repeated displacement and specific difficulties in integrating into their new areas of residence.  Often, the voluntary return of Roma IDPs is impossible because their old neighborhoods remain unsafe, or because their ownership documents were destroyed in the very events that forced them to leave their old homes.

The United States urges participating States to assist IDPs, regardless of their ethnic background, with the return of their property or occupancy rights. If restitution is not possible because the property has been destroyed, then IDPs must be offered appropriate compensation.

Our exchanges over the past two days have also revealed several broad areas of consensus.

First, there has been agreement that participating States should formally recognize freedom of movement and the freedom of IDPs to choose their residence.  States must fully ensure the civil and political rights of IDPs, including the right to vote, as well as access to education and employment. 

Today's discussions have also revealed agreement that a variety of regional actors should be involved in responding to displacement.  Participating States should engage a wide network of actors in their planning and implementation of policies for voluntary return, resettlement, and reintegration. This network should include international and non-governmental organizations, as well as local civil society groups.  

Internally displaced persons should be equally engaged -- and not left out of -- this process.  Authorities should minimize the bureaucratic obstacles that hinder inter-NGO communication, and they should remove unwieldy administrative requirements.

Finally, the United States believes it is necessary to strengthen the ability of the Secretariat, the ODIHR, and the OSCE field missions, to monitor and protect the fundamental rights of IDPs.  The U.S. would support the creation by ODIHR of a handbook on best practices for property return mechanisms.  We can draw on the wealth of experiences by OSCE Missions in the Balkans, as well as those of other international organizations, such as the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe, for this project.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

(end text)
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Text: International Observers Say Macedonia Vote Meets Standards

(Statement by OSCE's Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights) (680)

International observers have deemed the November 7 referendum in Macedonia "generally consistent with OSCE and Council of Europe standards for democratic electoral processes," according to a statement released November 8 by the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe's Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (OSCE/ODIHR).

According to news reports, Macedonians voted overwhelming to defeat a measure that would have had the effect of blocking rights for the country's Albanian minority.

The International Observation Mission's preliminary findings acknowledged "limited cases of reported procedural or other irregularities" but said these "did not appear to challenge the overall integrity of the process."

The statement of preliminary findings is available in English, Albanian, and Macedonian at http://www.osce.org/odihr/

Following is an ODIHR release:

(begin text)

Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights

8 November 2004

Press Release

International observers in Skopje: Referendum generally consistent with international standards

SKOPJE, 8 November 2004 - The 7 November referendum in the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia was generally consistent with OSCE and Council of Europe standards for democratic electoral processes, concluded the International Observation Mission to the Referendum, which published its preliminary findings today, based on the work of some 200 international observers.

The referendum day and preceding campaign were conducted in an overall calm and orderly manner. The limited cases of reported procedural or other irregularities did not appear to challenge the overall integrity of the process.

The mission was deployed by the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, (OSCE/ODIHR) and joined by representatives from the Council of Europe's (CoE) Parliamentary Assembly and its Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe. The referendum was called in reference to legislation, which establishes new municipal boundaries throughout the country.

"I welcome the fact that the referendum took place without incident and that voters were able to base their choice on overall balanced media coverage, although it focused more on the broader political issues rather than the fundamental question of the referendum," said Ambassador Friedrich Bauer, Head of the OSCE/ODIHR mission. "However, the referendum was characterized by certain problems, which mainly related to incomplete, and in some cases outdated, legislation as well as inaccurate voter lists."

Zekeriya Akcam, Head of the CoE Parliamentary Assembly delegation, said the referendum was an opportunity to confirm the maturity and self-confidence of all the people of this country for the consolidation of democracy. "The political behavior of citizens showed that they were able to make an informed choice. We look forward to seeing this replicated in future elections."

Sean O'Brien, Head of the CoE Congress delegation, added: "The voting process was transparent and the secrecy of the vote was largely respected. We believe that further training of officials would alleviate some procedural irregularities that we observed."

The observation mission received reports of alleged intimidation, which reflect a certain atmosphere of suspicion and mistrust. This was reinforced by the perception that anyone going to the polling station was seen to be voting in favor of the referendum.

The referendum was noteworthy for several accomplishments. The State Election Commission operated in an efficient and consensual manner, and its decision to print the ballot papers in languages of all ethnic groups that comprise more than 20% of that particular municipality was commendable.

Shortcomings included the incomplete legislation and its interpretation, in particular the decision not to apply existing campaign regulations in the context of the referendum. The accuracy of voter lists was again questioned, however political parties did not make use of their legal right to review the lists.

On referendum day, observers reported that the voting was generally administered in an orderly and efficient manner. However, there were limited observed instances of polling stations that either failed to open on schedule or closed early, and isolated cases of reported intimidation and ballot stuffing. Instances of inattention to procedural details were observed during counting and tabulation of votes.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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U.S. Funds Development of IT Sector in Palestinian Territories

(U.S. Agency for International Development provides nearly $4 million) (550)

By Najwa Saad

Washington File Special Correspondent 

Ramallah, West Bank -- The United States is channeling nearly $4 million through 2006 to promote the development of information and communication technology (IT) in the Palestinian Territories.

Funded through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), the Palestine Information and Communications Technology Incubator (PICTI) opened in the Al-Sheikh Commercial Tower in the West Bank city of Ramallah in May and is seeking Palestinian entrepreneurs to partner with.

"This state-of-the-art office space offers technology innovators an environment that encourages creativity while meeting their specialized needs for advanced technical support," said PICTI's first chief executive officer, David Bailey.

"Incubator clients will have an entire suite of advanced business development, marketing and promotion services, including a dedicated web portal," Bailey added.  A dedicated web portal is a Web site that PICTI develops and maintains for a Palestinian enterprise. 

Business incubators provide support and financing for entrepreneurs, including services such as concept development, legal review, market and business assessment, competitive analysis, packaging, targeting, regulatory advice, and entity management.  

PICTI has been chartered to operate as a not-for-profit institution that eventually intends to be self-sustaining with income from service fees and minority investments in companies it helps launch.  After participating in a Palestinian trade show in September and in another in Dubai in October, PICTI now is vetting partnership proposals from a number of Palestinian enterprises.  Bailey said PICTI is giving serious consideration to proposals from four individual Palestinian businessmen engaged in telecommunications, Web-based products and remote monitoring which have applications for medicine, security, data management and accounting.  

In addition to individual businessmen, PICTI also encourages business groups and universities to apply.  PICTI sources say the business incubator aims to have established partnership agreements with a dozen or so Palestinian entrepreneurs by the end of 2004.  It hopes to conclude partnership agreements with IT Centers of Excellence in the Palestinian Territories, which are supported by the IT giants, Cisco and Oracle.

Innovation Republic, a Palestinian IT market and product development firm, based in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, has benefited from PICTI's advisory services in its development of an accounting software program that it plans to distribute throughout the Middle East.  Innovation Republic sources say the firm is likely to seek further PICTI services as it moves into the marketing phase. 

Said Abu Hijleh, strategic adviser to PICTI and director of Development Alternatives, Inc., Palestine, said USAID is not simply a donor but, rather, is a partner for PICTI, sitting on its board.

"It's not the typical scenario of USAID providing project funding and walking away when it's done. PICTI is meant to be a sustainable, permanent institution in Palestine," Abu Hijleh said.

PICTI is expected to make available as much as $5 million in financing for first-time entrepreneurs and for expansion of existing businesses beginning in the first quarter of 2005, according to Abu Hijleh.  He added that at least a dozen additional entrepreneur proposals are expected by early 2005.

The Palestinian Information Technology Association, the Palestine Trade Organization, and the Palestine Banking Corporation have also contributed to the establishment of PICTI.

More information about PICTI can be found at www.picti.org

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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OAS, U.N. Sign Pact to Help Haiti Hold Elections

(OAS calls accord "welcome development" for fair elections) (510)

By Eric Green

Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- The Organization of American States (OAS) and the United Nations have signed a memorandum of understanding that will allow the inter-American body to play a "major role" in providing assistance to Haiti, including activities relating to upcoming elections in the Caribbean nation, the OAS announced.

In a November 4 statement, the OAS said the agreement allows it to help begin the process of voter registration and to serve with the U.N. Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) in a "coordinating committee" on electoral matters in the country.  The OAS has said Haiti plans to hold elections in 2005.

The OAS-U.N. agreement also sets out the terms and conditions under which both groups will help the Haitian Provisional Electoral Council organize, monitor, and conduct free and fair municipal, parliamentary, and presidential elections.  Among other things, the two international bodies agreed to establish an Electoral Cooperation Committee, comprising one representative each from the U.N. and the OAS.  Membership in the committee will be extended to a representative of the 15-nation Caribbean Community (CARICOM) as well, the OAS said.

OAS Acting Secretary General Luigi Einaudi called the agreement an "extremely welcome development" that will allow the international community "to start giving what Haiti badly needs -- which is a push towards open, inclusive, and fair elections."

Meanwhile, the government of Ecuador has announced it has dispatched to Haiti a contingent of more than 70 personnel, some 45 of them military engineers.

Einaudi praised the move by the Ecuadoran government, calling it an "exemplary" decision.  According to Einaudi, the fact that these engineers will be involved in construction and development work means "they will be engaged in one of the most needed aspects of life in Haiti."

Ecuador's ambassador to the OAS, Marcelo Hervas, said his government's decision to send personnel was based on Ecuador's "sensitivity to the humanitarian crisis in Haiti" and the decision itself "was another expression of inter-American solidarity."  The Ecuadoran contingent will be involved in supporting peace initiatives in Haiti, through technical engineering activities, the OAS said.

Roger Noriega, assistant secretary of state for Western Hemisphere affairs, has said the United States is Haiti's largest aid donor.  In addition, Noriega said in a July 27 letter to The Washington Post newspaper that the United States is working multilaterally to raise contributions and to ensure that "scarce resources are spent wisely" on Haiti.

In that same month, the United States pledged a $230-million aid package to Haiti that will be used for job creation and economic growth, budget support to Haitian government ministries, security improvements and judicial reform, support for conducting free and fair elections in the country, and for improved health care, nutrition, and education activities.

Noriega said that international donors have agreed to "share the burden" of helping the impoverished Caribbean nation recover from the chaos that followed the February 29 resignation from office of former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide.

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Islamic School Leaders See U.S. Educational Styles First-Hand

(17 Indonesian religious school directors tour wide variety of U.S. schools) (1540)

By Jane Morse

Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- "See for yourself," an old adage says, and that is exactly what 17 leaders of Indonesian Islamic boarding schools did when they recently came to visit the United States to learn about religious education, American-style.

Their 24-day trip took them to Catholic, Jewish and Islamic schools, as well as public schools in Massachusetts, New York and New Jersey.  

They met with students, teachers and administrators at U.S. schools at the elementary, middle school, high school and college levels.  They also met with U.S. religious leaders in mosques, churches, synagogues and other places of worship.

They observed "secular" educational activities such as math, science and languages, as well as religious education.  They observed extracurricular activities, too, with the goal of understanding how American educators integrate cognitive, physical, social and behavioral learning.

Their visit, which extended from September 9 to October 3, is part of a series of outreach programs to bring Indonesian Islamic school leaders to the United States.  The program, first established in 2002, is funded and supervised by the U.S. Department of State's Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) and organized by the nonprofit Institute for Training and Development (ITD), which is located in Amherst, Massachusetts.  So far, 61 pesantren leaders have participated; another 36 are scheduled for visits in 2005.

Indonesia is home to the world's largest population of Muslims.  More than 14,000 private Islamic boarding schools, known as "pesantren," provide training at both the primary and secondary school levels.  These schools have enrollments that range from just a few hundred students to several thousand.  Pesantren play an influential role in community life in Indonesia and often provide schooling to poor students who otherwise might have no opportunity for formal learning.

The 17 pesantren leaders who were in the United States this September took time about halfway through their tour to travel to Washington, D.C., to meet with officials at the Department of State and the Indonesian Embassy.  There they shared some of their impressions of their U.S. experience so far.

Pak Muhammad Ishom, head of Pesantren Al-Muayad in Surakarta, Central Java, said he was highly impressed during his visit to Boston University, which was founded by Methodists, to find the university had provided a praying room for Islamic students.

Ishom, who had participated in the 2002 exchange tour and had come back to the United States a second time as this group's escort, said he was hoping to gain some expertise during his U.S. visit in the art of fundraising.  Fundamentalist Islam is growing in Indonesia, he said, and many of the more radical religious schools provide free tuition for poor children.  His goal, he said, was to learn to raise more money so that his school, which teaches a more mainstream form of Islam, could reduce its tuition fees for poor children.

Pak Muhammad Rais Bin Amin, head of Pesantren Al-Ikhlas in Bone, South Sulawesi, said he was surprised at how vigorously the United States promotes religious freedom around the world, even to the point of providing evaluations of countries' performances in this regard through the State Department's annual International Religious Freedom Report.  He said he was impressed during a State Department briefing by Joannella Morales, of the Office of International Religious Freedom, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, by the U.S. stance that promoting religious freedom also promotes social and political stability.

Pak Zamzuri Umar, head of the Madrasah Mualimin Pesantren in Yogyakarta, said the religious tolerance he observed among Americans is "beyond his imagination" and expressed his surprise at how well Islamic communities are treated in the United States. 

The pesantren leaders, in fact, took pains to quiz officials at the Indonesian Embassy as to the degree of discrimination Muslims face in the United States. Harry Purwanto, minister and deputy chief of mission at the Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia in Washington, told the group that "Islam is the fastest-growing religion in the United States" but acknowledged that after the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks in New York and Washington some Americans have become suspicious of Muslims.  But he also told the group that the civil rights movement of the 1960s enabled Americans as a society to overcome much prejudice against people of different racial backgrounds.

At both the Indonesian Embassy and at the  Department of State, pesantren leaders expressed concern about how Americans perceive Islam.  They urged Indonesian and U.S. officials alike to establish programs whereby American religious leaders could visit Indonesia to see first-hand how Islam is practiced there, in much the same way they were having the opportunity to observe religious education in the United States.  "I hope Americans can learn the reality of Islam in Indonesia," said Pak Zamzuri Umar.

Ibu Susan Sa'adah, head of Pesantren Muhammadiyah Al-Iman, said her co-ed school of 300 students in Central Java is near a Catholic school as well as a traditional Chinese one, and said this physical proximity fosters a level of religious sharing of ideas.  She said Islam has a lot to teach the United States, even as she said she was gaining "useful ideas" about teaching methods from her American counterparts.

The program for the pesantren leaders' visit included discussions with respected U.S. academics on topics such as "Introduction to Education in the United States," "Religion in the United States," "Introduction to the U.S. Government," "Promoting Educational Change," "School Management," "School Libraries -- Collections, Funding, Programs and Services," "The Practice of Islam in the United States," and "The Role of Religion in a Secular Society."

The last two days of the visit were devoted to project planning, since the participants are each eligible for a $2,000 grant to improve their pesantren.

According to Kristina Engstrom, ITD coordinator for this project, many of these "mini-grants" are used by the exchange program participants to introduce their pesantren to modern tools such as computers and sophisticated sewing machines; others strive to develop the resources to teach skills in small business management.  Some programs deal with more basic needs, such as securing a pure water supply for the community or establishing centers to provide simple medical services and elementary health education.

Engstrom, who spent 11 days this summer touring the pesantren of previous exchange program participants, said that many of these schools are working hard to increase the ability of students and adults to compete in the modern job market.

"I was impressed with the amount of responsibility that pesantren leaders have, not only as school principals and community leaders, but as scholars," Engstrom said of her observations during her visit to Indonesia.  "They take very seriously their role as models of everyday behavior for students, faculty, community members, and everyone with whom they come in contact, including visitors from America." 

Engstrom said the pesantren students she met "were curious, asked good questions, and generally seemed pleased with life."

Engstrom noted that alumni of the pesantren leaders exchange program have pursued a wide variety of initiatives inspired by their participation in the program.  For example, many alumni became more motivated to make improvements in addition to those funded by the project grants.  One alumna has been running a vocational training program in sewing supported by the grant while making improvements in the pesantren library.  On the basis of what she had seen in school libraries in the United States, she sent two staff members to a follow-on library workshop in July.  The workshop was held in Central Java and organized by the U.S. Embassy in Jakarta in conjunction with Indonesian partner INSIST. One participant in the workshop reported renewed pride in her job as librarian.  Irif Hidayat wrote:  "After having a part in the workshop at Cipasun, I got a whole new outlook....  Now I've organized a reading group and volunteers that will help our task."

Other alumni demonstrated interest in increasing foreign-language teaching skills among  faculty, particularly in English and Arabic.

Some alumni, Engstrom said, found that their new credentials as graduates of American training programs and world travelers helped increase the student enrollments at their pesantren.  The knowledge and perspectives those pesantren leaders brought back from their visit to the United States helped increase the respect they received among people in their home communities, she said.

But perhaps one of the most important benefits the exchange program provides is the opportunity for pesantren leaders to "see for themselves" the realities of American society and the importance of education, faith, religion and tolerance in the lives of ordinary U.S. citizens.

Ibu Susan Sa'adah, who was in the September exchange group, acknowledged that many people in Indonesia see the United States in a negative light.  Thanks to this program, however, she will return home with personal knowledge of American values, based not on news accounts but on interactions with and observations of Americans on American soil -- personal knowledge she will share with her students, faculty, and community.

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Muslim and Non-Muslim College Students Share a Day of Fasting

(Fast-a-Thon raises Ramadan awareness, collects money for the hungry) (660)

By Erin Block

Washington File Special Correspondent

Ann Arbor, Michigan -- More than 150 colleges and universities across the United States and Canada participated in the Muslim Students Association's third annual Ramadan Fast-a-Thon in order to raise awareness about the millions of people who go hungry every day and to create a greater understanding of the traditional Islamic holiday.

The nationwide event, held October 26, gave Muslim students the opportunity to teach their non-Muslim peers about Ramadan, the Islamic holiday of fasting from sunrise to sunset each day for one month.  Non-Muslim students participated in the fast for one day.  

The national Fast-a-Thon is also a chance for Muslim students and non-Muslim students to come together for a good cause.  For every non-Muslim who participates, local businesses donate money to soup kitchens and other community organizations that help feed the hungry.

Zeenah Khader, a Fast-a-Thon co-chair at the University of Michigan, said that the Fast-a-Thon reminds people about those who go hungry every day. 

"It is a great time for inner reflection and a type of meditation," said Khader.  "When you are fasting, you abstain from any type of food, liquid, sex, smoking, and try your best to keep your mind in a serene state. This spiritual cleansing also serves as a reminder of how others who are not as fortunate as we are feel."

The Fast-a-Thon is in its third year, with more Muslim Student Associations joining each year.  During the 2003 Fast-a-Thon, 130 colleges and universities participated, and donations to help the hungry in American and Canadian cities totaled more than $46,000.  In 2004, the event spread to 154 campuses.

Khader said that this year at the University of Michigan approximately 200 students participated, and $1,000 was donated to the Ann Arbor Food Gatherers, a local charity that works to feed the hungry in the community.

Elizabeth Fitzgerald, a non-Muslim participant who has participated in the Fast-a-Thon for the past three years, said the hardest part of fasting is the temptation.

"I kept smelling foods or seeing people eating and thinking no one would know if I just snuck a bite.  I realized, though, that I couldn't break my fast because of the promise I made to the Muslim Student Association and the people I was helping to feed," said Fitzgerald.

Another non-Muslim participant, Anne Marie Scott, said the experience opened her eyes to the world of Muslim beliefs and the sacrifices they make, and it made her realize how blessed she is to have food when others don't.

The end of the Fast-a-Thon comes at sunset, when the Muslim and non-Muslim students come together to break the fast with a celebratory feast.

Saif Omar, president of the Muslim Student Association in Ann Arbor, said that the most important aspect of Fast-a-Thon is how it illustrates the community aspect of Ramadan.

"The students are able to feel united in their struggle to battle hunger," said Omar.  "They then participate in a dinner celebration to mark the successful completion of a day's journey."

Khader said that the feast allows participants to talk about their similar fasting experiences.

"The feast shows a great sense of community and allows for open dialogue.  Any misconceptions that both sides have of each other can be easily extinguished by the end of the day at the dinner," said Khader.

Fitzgerald had similar feelings about breaking the fast.

"The feast after sunset was a very interesting experience.  I enjoyed sharing and comparing my experiences with the other students.  Because of Fast-a-Thon, I have gained a greater understanding of Muslim people and how they truly are -- kind, considerate and very generous," said Fitzgerald.

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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