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Transcript: Powell Defends Bush Foreign Policies in First Term

(In interview with Financial Times, Powell comments on Iraq, Iran, Mideast peace) (4980)

Secretary of State Colin Powell has defended the Bush administration's foreign policy during its first four years in office, calling it a policy of "reaching out." 

"It has been aggressive in terms of going after challenges and issues that needed to be dealt with by the nation with the most power in the world," Powell said in a November 8 interview with the Financial Times. Powell said that Bush's approach for the next four years will be "a continuation of his principles, his policies, his beliefs."

The secretary highlighted the administration's funding for development assistance, its efforts to combat HIV/AIDS, its clean water initiatives and its free trade agenda as evidence of its positive engagement in global issues.

He said that the administration's National Security Policy is not a policy of preemption but rather a policy of partnerships.

Specifically addressing the United States' European allies, he said, "Europe will find the United States engaged, listening, consulting, working with our European friends, those who have disagreed with us in the past on certain issues, and those who have fully agreed with us in the past on certain issues."

Powell said that he hopes the international conference on Iraq, to be held in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, later this month, will result in a greater commitment from European, G8, Arab and Asian countries to achieving stability and security in Iraq.

The secretary said that the current campaign against insurgent forces in Fallujah is an important step toward reestablishing security. "I wouldn't say that this is the final battle or only battle or single defining moment. There will be many defining moments... but it is part of a process of restoring control of the Iraqi Interim Government over all the cities of Iraq," he said.

Turning to Iran, Powell said that the United States is willing to allow the EU-3 (France, Germany and Great Britain) to try to reach an agreement with Tehran regarding its nuclear program, but he added that these discussions must lead to "an agreement that really does solve the problem."

"There's a basic question here," Powell said. "Do you believe or not that Iran is moving toward a nuclear weapon? Do you believe that they are doing all this and sort of hiding things and moving things around simply because they want to have civilian nuclear power?"

He said that any agreement must address the problem of a government that seems to be committed to obtaining a nuclear weapon.

Powell refused to speculate about what might transpire within the Palestinian leadership given Yasser Arafat's health situation, but he said he hopes that opportunities for peace will come out of this transition period.

Following is the transcript of Powell's interview:

(begin transcript)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Office of the Spokesman

November 9, 2004

INTERVIEW

Secretary of State Colin L. Powell

By Hubert Wetzel and Guy Dinmore of Financial Times

November 8, 2004

Washington, D.C.

(10:45 a.m. EST)

QUESTION:  If we could begin with Fallujah, which is the story of the day, Prime Minister Allawi has given the authorization.  And I'd like to see, well, does this make or break for the Iraqi process?  I mean, it's a defining moment that will set the tone for the elections and the elections are held successfully or not.  How do you see Fallujah in them?  So why the contacts?

SECRETARY POWELL:  Fallujah has become a hotbed of the insurgency, a magnet for terrorists and a source of instability in the Sunni Triangle, and so it was time to deal with Fallujah.  And as you know, Prime Minister Allawi has put in place emergency powers and used his emergency powers and has given the political go ahead from the Iraqi side for actions in Fallujah, and the United States and other coalition forces and Iraqi security forces will be moving into the city to clear the insurgents, former regime elements, terrorists, and place it back under the control of the Iraqi Interim Government.

I wouldn't say that this is the final battle or only battle or single defining moment.  There will be many defining moments.  We had a defining moment in Najaf a few weeks ago.  We had a defining moment in Samara.  And as you see, we've subsequently had additional action in Samarra but it is part of a process of restoring control of the Iraqi Interim Government over all the cities of Iraq:  south is reasonably stable; the north is stable; Sunni Triangle is a problem and Fallujah is the center of the problem in the Sunni Triangle.

QUESTION:  But are you afraid that if the bloodshed in Fallujah reaches a level that, say, it did last April when there was a great concern about civilian casualties that you might have a situation where Sunni political parties boycott the elections or the elections can lose their credibility through excessive use of force?

SECRETARY POWELL:  Well, obviously, we're going to do everything we can to minimize loss of civilian life and a good part of the population has left the city because they were in fear of the insurgents and in fear of an attack coming.  And so, I wouldn't go into hypotheticals as to what might happen with a high level of civilian casualties, since we're not planning on a high level of civilian casualties and we're doing everything we can to avoid it.

Needless to say though, it is not a simple mission to go into a city.  We don't know what the level of resistance will be.  We don't know how many of the insurgents may have decided to go elsewhere to avoid battle and some will be there and fighting.  We will know in the days ahead but I would not start to hypothesize on the consequences of high casualties when we don't know if there will be high casualties or the consequences of Sunnis not voting, we don't know yet how the battle will turn out.

QUESTION:  Later this month, you will be in Egypt for the international conference on Iraq.  I have heard, this may well be wrong, that the U.S. is going to call for some broad international support for the Iraqi Government in the troop process.  But will you be going with specific requests to governments like France and Germany and others which haven't been very forthcoming in supporting that government?  Will you be asking for specific?

SECRETARY POWELL:  Of course, we'll be asking for all of Iraq's neighbors, the principal attendees at the conference, as well as the G-8 -- and it will also turn out to be Perm 5 if the Chinese attend -- ask for their support for Iraq.  As you know, NATO has prepared itself to give support in the training of individuals.  The EU, when they met with Prime Minister Allawi last week, put forward some financial support.  We'll ask them all to do more.  Other nations are prepared to help with the training of election officials.  The UN is going to increase its presence in Iraq, and we certainly want to see all of Iraq's neighbors and the industrialized nations reflected -- represented by the G-8 and the Perm 5, to do everything they can to help Iraq.

I'm not going into this conference with the expectation that the French and the Germans are now suddenly going to do more than, you know, start moving in the direction of providing troops because they've made clear that's not what they would be doing.  They are helping in other ways now through NATO and through the EU.

QUESTION:  And is there maybe anything more specific on France and Germany you would like them to do outside the troop area?

SECRETARY POWELL:  Any additional financial contributions, expressions of support for the Iraqi Interim Government, working to put the NATO mission in place as quickly as possible, and support of that NATO mission, and political support for the election process that's upcoming, I think all of these things would be helpful.

But there's no reason to believe that France and Germany is going to change its position with respect to troops (inaudible).  So there's no point in arguing that point.

QUESTION:  I guess I'm not telling you secrets if I say that probably a lot of European -- or part of the European governments would have liked a different outcome of the election and would have preferred to deal with a different president from January on.  What would your advice be to these countries to -- how to deal with the second Bush Administration?

SECRETARY POWELL:  Well, I could -- the beginning premise of your question, I can probably name you just as many, if not more, that are quite pleased with the outcome of the election.  Be that as it may, we have an outcome of the election.  The President has won handedly.  It turned out not to be as close as people were suggesting it would be.  He won the popular election, he won the electoral election, and if you look at our famous county map it was quite impressive and he will continue to reach out to all of our European friends.

And as he has indicated in his initial press conferences, he wants to work with Europe.  He specifically mentioned the European Union and NATO in his opening statement to his press conference last Thursday afternoon and he means it.  And he has been talking to various heads of state, as they call in, and I will have the opportunity to convey this message in greater fidelity when I attend not only the Sharm el-Sheikh meeting, but after that I have a number of meetings that are with my European colleagues.

There's a U.S.-EU meeting, there's a North Atlantic Council meeting, there's an OSCE meeting that I hope to be able to attend.  And I think he will continue to convey a desire to work with Europe in its many forms -- NATO, EU, OSCE -- to move our mutual interests forward, and that is to resolve regional conflicts, to get over the disagreement of 2003 over Iraq, and let's all come together in whatever way one can contribute to the solution of the problem in Iraq.

Everybody, I think, now agrees that whatever you may have thought in April of 2003, it is in everyone's interest for the Iraqi people to be successful in defeating this insurgency and in having elections.  I don't know of a single European leader that I deal with who thinks it would be in their interest, in any way, for Iraq not to be a success, and they're all now determining how best to make it a success.

But I think you'll -- my European friends will see a President who respects partnerships, respects alliances.  He's demonstrated that over the first four years and he will continue to demonstrate it over the next four years:  the expansion of NATO; working with the EU in so many areas; working together to give the Afghanistan, the people of Afghanistan an opportunity to vote for a president in an exciting election a few weeks back; working with our European colleagues in the Balkans.

So there are many things being done with Europe that should not be overwhelmed because of the one disagreement, major disagreement, not an insignificant, a very significant disagreement that we had with some of our European friends over Iraq last year.

QUESTION:  One --

SECRETARY POWELL:  Look at the President's National Security policy, which people tend not to read the whole thing, but it's a policy and not of preemption, it's a policy of partnerships.  It's a policy of reaching out.  It's a policy of working with others on opening up trade around the world.  It's a policy of dealing with the infectious diseases that are really killing many more thousands of people a day than any terrorist incident will.  It's a policy of expansion of alliances.  It's a policy of working multilaterally to deal with problems like the nuclear issue in Iran and the nuclear issue in North Korea.

I sometimes get attention deficit syndrome when I listen to people argue with me, why aren't you being more unilateral in Korea and Iran?  Why are you, quote, "working with the Europeans or with the six-party framework, when you ought to be doing it one-on-one or unilaterally, or doing something?"

The President is very clear.  He will work with the international community to the greatest extent possible but even the most multilateral approach requires a leader.  And we will always keep in mind what we believe is in our national interests and the national interests of our friends and partners, but the President wants to work with partners and friends around the world and he's demonstrated that.

Europe will find the United States engaged, listening, consulting, working with our European friends, those who have disagreed with us in the past on certain issues, and those who have fully agreed with us in the past on certain issues.

QUESTION:  Specifically on Germany, the German Government has made it clear that they are interested in a permanent seat in the Security Council.  If it comes to a point where there will be a vote in the General Assembly, the UN Security Council reform and possible German permanent seat, will the U.S. support this bid by Germany?

SECRETARY POWELL:  At the moment, the position we are taking, which we think is the sound position to take right now, is to wait for this panel to finish its work and make the recommendation.  I've been in touch with the panel, and I'm not sure what its recommendation will be.  And if the recommendation includes an expansion of the Security Council and there are different ideas as to how to expand it -- additional permanent members without veto, additional rotating members -- I think it's best to wait to see all of that.

And obviously, if there is an expansion Germany would be a candidate and there will be many other candidates as well, and so it's best to wait for that panel to make its recommendations before we start singling out particular countries.  Germany, I know, feels strongly about it, along with India, Brazil and South Africa; the four kind of spoke up, self-appointed four.

QUESTION:  On the transatlantic cooperation side, we have the news this weekend of the EU-3 negotiations with Iran.

SECRETARY POWELL:  Yeah, mm-hmm.

QUESTION:  And it does appear that they've reached or are close to reaching an agreement whereby Iran would freeze but not for the moment indefinitely suspended uranium enrichment program.  The U.S. never seemed hugely enthusiastic about this.  They just had one press conference that said the U.S. did not endorse this plan.  What is your response now to this partial agreement in the making?

SECRETARY POWELL:  Well, we don't have an agreement yet.  I had conversations over the weekend with some of my European colleagues and we're waiting to see exactly what the agreement is.  There are many reports about an agreement.  We haven't seen it yet.  The only thing we are enthusiastic about achieving is end to Iran's nuclear weapons ambitions and over the last three years we have done a great deal to put heat and light on this issue.

When we started three years ago, everybody thought we were overplaying our hand and being very aggressive and unilateralist about Iran's programs.  Over the past three years, the world has now seen that Iran is doing things that surprised the international community and shouldn't have been doing.  And so we were able to get the Russians to be more circumspect about providing fuel for the reactor at Bushehr.  We've gotten the IAEA more energized and our European Union colleagues, in the form of the three foreign ministers, began an active role in the fall of 2002 -- 2003, excuse me, to try to see if they could find a solution.

When we met with the European Union 3, a few weeks back, before they made their latest overture to the Iranians, we said, fine, go ahead, you know, we believe it's time to refer this thing to the Security Council, but if you want to make another run at it, fine, go ahead -- without us putting our name on the approach because it was an EU-3 approach, not a U.S. approach and not a total EU approach.  We thought it best for them to continue the work that they were doing with our knowledge and with appreciation for their efforts, but without an endorsement of the specific proposal.

They have now gone forward and we'll wait to see what the Iranian reaction is to the proposal.  There are still some outstanding issues, at least as of this morning, and we're waiting to hear more.

I'm sorry, go ahead.

QUESTION:  I know it's slightly hypothetical, but if the reports are true and they're close to an agreement, do you think on the basis of your conversations that the U.S. would accept and give up the idea of referring Iran to the Security Council?

SECRETARY POWELL:  I can't say that yet because everybody is talking about an agreement and there's a great deal of press reporting about agreements and endorsements of an agreement, but I haven't seen this agreement yet and we're waiting to get more information back from the EU-3.  And after we've gotten it back, we'll make a judgment.  I think it has to be an agreement that really does solve the problem and not another agreement that doesn't solve the problem and gives the Iranians a way to slip away from referral again.

I think the EU-3 realized that the commitments they got from the Iranians in the fall of 2003 and the early part of 2004 didn't do the job because the Iranians essentially said, well, we suspend it, now we unsuspend it.  And so we have to see what it is the EU-3 have been able to achieve in this round.  And so I'd be reluctant to hypothesize along with you as to what might or might not happen later in the month until we actually see the agreement.  And I hope we will have a little more information on it within the next 24 hours.

QUESTION:  The next 24 hours?

SECRETARY POWELL:  I hope.

QUESTION:  One more question on the EU-3 proposal.  Would you say that it was helpful to the EU to make this proposal, in the sense that it allows or might allow Iran to drive a wedge between the EU and the U.S. and play the two sides against one another?

SECRETARY POWELL:  We have felt for a year that it should go to the Security Council, but that was not a consensus view or a uniform view within the IAEA.  And to the extent that the EU-3 wanted to continue to work the problem and see if they could find a solution, we said, fine, go ahead.  But we have felt for a long time now, the last seven meetings -- six meetings with the IAEA, that it should have been referred to the Security Council.

Now, the Iranians have been doing everything they can to avoid that referral, but what they need to do to avoid the referral and to solve the problem is to come into complete compliance with their obligations, stop hiding things, and to make a firm commitment to the proposals laid out by the EU-3.  If all that is done, then we will have to examine then to see whether, in our judgment, this resolves the matter.

There's a basic question here:  Do you believe or not that Iran is moving toward a nuclear weapon?  Do you believe that they are doing all this and sort of hiding things and moving things around simply because they want to have civilian nuclear power?

Our judgment is they've been moving toward a nuclear weapon.  Not everybody shares that judgment.  And we're not going to abandon that judgment because we think it's a well-supported judgment and we have to make sure that anything that is done by the EU-3 or anyone else deals not just with, you know, some potential nuclear power plant problem, but the fact that this is a government that seems to have made, in our mind anyway, a commitment to go forward toward a nuclear weapon.

QUESTION:  A quick follow-up on Iran.  About a year ago, Richard Armitage told Congress that regime change was not U.S. policy.  Do you think it's possible, in a second administration, given that you're going to be sitting across the table with the Iranians later this month at Sharm el-Sheikh that a second, the next administration could talk more directly to Iran on certain issues?

SECRETARY POWELL:  Well, we'll have the first opportunity to talk to the Iranians at the Sharm el-Sheikh meeting and we'll see what develops.  I think the nuclear issue is an important one to resolve in one way or another, but there are other aspects of Iranian behavior that are troubling -- support for terrorist activity -- and we'll just have to see whether or not there are openings here or not.

Regime change is not something that I've heard discussed, although I hear it speculated about a great deal in the papers.  So what Mr. Armitage said is accurate.

What do I have?  I have something.  Yeah, I've got to go talk to a large group of people in a minute.

QUESTION:  Okay, I'll be very quick then.  Is there a possibility of new initiatives in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict now that Yasser Arafat seems to -- I mean, there's a definite change in the political equation now whether or not the poor man --

SECRETARY POWELL:  We stand ready to move forward.  We have been ready ever since the meetings at Sharm el-Sheikh and Aqaba last year with the roadmap.  The roadmap is intact.  The President is committed to the roadmap.  He is committed to a two-state solution.  He reaffirmed that again last week and I'm sure he and Prime Minister Blair will be talking about it later this week.

What we have been looking for this whole period is responsible leadership on the part of the Palestinians so that we can get going.  And we recognize that Israel has obligations as well with respect to outpost elimination and settlement activity.  And in this period that we're in now, waiting to see what transpires with respect to Palestinian leadership, we hope that opportunities will come out of this transition period.

I don't know what Mr. Arafat's true medical status is.  Maybe we will learn more in the days ahead.  But I think there is an opportunity presented by, if there is a transition -- not necessarily meaning he's dead, but if there is a transition he might continue to live and the transition takes place anyway, and Mr. Sharon's efforts towards disengagement, I think, is an opportunity or we stand ready to seize that opportunity, to seize it aggressively, just as we had last summer when we had the Aqaba meetings.  And I'm quite sure that's what the President will say to Prime Minister Blair.

Anything else?  You've got another minute or two.

QUESTION:  Okay, let's ask a very quick one.  It's a bit theoretical.  Four years ago --compared to four years ago, the dangers facing the U.S. now seem to be rather greater than they were in terms of problems in Iraq, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, al-Qaida and everything, and yet the constraints on your foreign policy are probably also greater.  You're debts are bigger and so are your deficits.  The military is stretched more.  The credibility of the U.S. has been damaged to an extent by not finding WMD, what's happened in Abu Ghraib.

Qian Qichen, the Chinese former Vice Foreign Minister, said these are all examples of imperial overreach.  But do you, as Secretary of State, feel that things are closing in on you a bit in terms of conditions of the world that make it more difficult for you to act in (inaudible)?

SECRETARY POWELL:  No.  No, and I think the American people have, through this election, demonstrated to the President that they expect him to keep acting in the manner that he has been acting.

Well, how has he been acting?  He's done more than any President in recent history with respect to development assistance and increasing aid to nations that are trapped in poverty and ill health, a whole list of initiatives with respect to development assistance, Millennium Challenge Account, HIV/AIDS, money we're pouring into all of that, the clean water initiatives, a variety of things, and he'll continue to do that.

We have an excellent relationship with China, perhaps the best in 30 years.  We cooperate in so many areas.  When we have disagreements with them, we face those disagreements, disagreements with respect to human rights and proliferation.  Mr. Qian Qichen's comments were quickly pushed aside by the Chinese leadership as not reflecting their view at all, and it's not clear whose view it reflected.  It's a little murky as to what that article was all about and where it came from.  But I can assure you that my conversation with Chinese leaders over the last several days reaffirmed their desire to work with us.

Our alliances in Asia are strong.  South Korea and Japan are standing alongside of us in Iraq, and not only with troops, but with a great deal of financial support.  Our Australian colleagues are doing likewise, so our situation is Asia is quite good.  We've succeeded in creating a relationship with India and Pakistan that each one of those stand on their own good U.S.-India and good U.S.-Pakistan relationship; and, as a result of having two good bilateral relations, we can help them as they reach out to one another.

This is quite an improvement from where we were two years ago when they were on the verge of war that some people were writing could go nuclear within a few days.  That's not the case now.  Now, they're having soccer matches and the buses are going back and forth.  They're even starting to deal with the difficult issues of Kashmir.  Afghanistan is no longer a threat to the United States.

You said we are in greater danger now.  Not from Afghanistan, we're not -- Usama bin Laden hiding in caves and issuing taped messages from time to time.  We haven't been attacked in the United States since September of 2001, and Afghanistan is having free elections.

With respect to Iraq, a regime that we determined was dangerous is gone.  We still have a difficult insurgency to face, but there's no reason that Iraq cannot go down the path that Afghanistan has gone down.

In terms of Europe, we had major disagreements over Iraq with Germany, with France, and, to some extent, with Russia.  I think we can get over that because there is so much that pulls us together compared to that which pulls us apart.

Our relationships with the Eastern European nations, the Central European nations are all good, Britain good, Italy good.  We had a disagreement with Spain, but we'll find areas of cooperation.  We are operating in Central Asia in a way that we never could a few years ago.  And the Russians are working with us because we face common enemies of terrorism, of smuggling, of illegal immigration.

We have been very successful with our free trade agenda.  So the President has had an active foreign policy that has been controversial in the sense of, should we have done what we did in Iraq?  We did it.  Now what we're going to do is complete the effort to give the Iraqi people a democracy.

But in so many other parts of our foreign policy it has been a reaching out policy.  It has been aggressive in terms of going after challenges and issues that needed to be dealt with by the nation with the most power in the world.  And the President is going to keep moving in that direction.  Where we have had disagreements, we'll try to now get beyond those disagreements.

And we recognize that the Middle East is -- the Middle East peace process is one of the biggest overhangs on the -- our foreign policy and the way in which we are perceived in the world, and we want to do more about that.  But we need responsible partners on the Palestinian side.

So the President is not going to, as has been said, trim his sails or pull back.  It's going to be a continuation of his principles, his policies, his beliefs.  And I think people will see that it is a foreign policy of national interests and the interests of our friends and alliances, multilateral in nature, willing, however, when necessary, to act if we have to act alone or with a willing coalition to defend our interests and our needs.  And the President took that message to the American people and the American people accepted that message and gave him more than a marginal mandate to keep moving forward.

I think you will see, as he has a chance to meet with European leaders, that he will be able to convey this to them and to explain it to them, and he is anxious to reach out to them.  He's spoken to almost all of them in the last two days subsequent to the election.

MS. MILLER:  Thank you all.

QUESTION:  Thank you very much.

MR. BOUCHER:  Okay.  Thanks.

(end transcript)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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U.S. General Says Assault on Fallujah Is Ahead of Schedule

(Defense Department Report, November 9: fighting in Fallujah, PSI exercise) (580)

Washington -- U.S. and Iraqi forces fighting anti-regime and terrorist insurgents in Fallujah are on or ahead of schedule, says the commander of the Multinational Corps in Iraq.

At a Pentagon briefing November 9, Army Lieutenant General Thomas Metz, operational-level commander responsible for the conduct of coalition military activities in Iraq, said he expects "several more days of tough urban fighting."  So far, he said, U.S. and Iraqi forces have encountered insurgent strength in numbers consistent with a U.S. estimate of 2,000-3,000 fighters.

"I'm very pleased at the position that we have the [coalition] force in right now, and the situation that the enemy is facing.  He doesn't have an escape route, because we do have the cordon around the city very tight," Metz said via a teleconference from Baghdad.

The commander said that 48 hours into the attack, U.S. and Iraqi forces are still encountering resistance, though the insurgents' outer defenses have been destroyed.  The insurgents are fighting in small squads of three to six people, Metz said.

Asked about casualties on both sides, Metz said U.S. and Iraqi casualties are about 12, while enemy casualties are higher than he had expected.  He declined to give a casualty count.  Civilian casualties have been light, he said, because 50 to 75 percent of the civilians had already left the city and the rest are obeying a curfew and keeping indoors.

Metz said he thinks the insurgents are "fighting hard, but not to the death."  He said they are either being killed where they are or are falling back.  In many cases, he said, it's difficult to tell what is happening, "because of the complexity of urban terrain."  When insurgents fire from inside buildings at U.S. forces and gunfire is returned by a tank's main cannon or other weapon, he said, it's hard to know whether the insurgent escaped before the return fire or was killed by it.

"But there is not a sense that he is staying in particular places," Metz added.  "He is continuing to fall back or he dies in those positions."

U.S.-trained and equipped Iraqi forces are performing well, Metz said.  Essentially light infantry troops trained at squad and platoon level, Iraqi forces are operating in those formations.  The better battalions have been assigned sectors to fight in, he said.  "Some of the more elite forces ... have done very, very well."  Iraqi forces are being used to clear out buildings, homes and mosques -- of which Fallujah has 77, he added.

U.S.-HOSTED PROLIFERATION SECURITY INITIATIVE UNDER WAY

The U.S. Coast Guard is hosting a Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) maritime interdiction training exercise November 8-18 based in Key West, Florida, according to the State Department.

The 13th PSI exercise is the first to show new legal authority created by a recently signed bilateral boarding agreement permitting rapid consent procedures for boarding partner-flagged vessels.  The exercise "is focused on unique operational issues and legal authorities associated with interdictions in maritime chokepoints, such as straits and canals," according to the release.

More than 20 countries are participating, and the United States, France, the Netherlands, and Britain are contributing operational assets.  For additional information on the Proliferation Security Initiative, see http://www.state.gov/t/np/c10390.htm.

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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U.N. Urges International Community to Support Local Afghan Elections

(Undersecretary general says global attention on Afghanistan must not fade) (510)

By Judy Aita

Washington File United Nations Correspondent 

United Nations -- Urging the international community to maintain a strong commitment to Afghanistan, a senior U.N. official said November 9 that the presidential election has shown that Afghans have embraced the democratic process and "the overwhelming majority of Afghans is ready, together with their political leaders," to hold local and parliamentary elections next year.

Meeting with the Security Council, Undersecretary General Jean-Marie Guehenno said, "the international community may be tempted to diminish its attention on Afghanistan in the aftermath of the presidential election.  If so, it should resist this temptation."

"While Afghans have shown a remarkable political maturity, they must still be able to count on full backing -- economic, financial, political, and military -- of the international community," he said.

Parliamentary and local elections are to be held no later than May 20, 2005.

After the meeting, Council President Ambassador John Danforth of the United States said that the council members "reiterated their determination to continue to provide unwavering support to the government of Afghanistan in the fight against narcotics and the reinforcement of security" in preparation for the elections.

In a statement to the press, Danforth said that Security Council members "expressed hope that those elections be executed as peacefully and successfully as the presidential election."

Guehenno warned that the successful conduct of the recent presidential election may result in an unrealistic expectation that elections in Afghanistan are not difficult.  "It would be a mistake, however, to become too complacent," he said.

Parliamentary elections will be much more complicated and fraught with security concerns than the presidential elections.  Technical requirements will be complex as well, he said.

Guehenno outlined five issues that need to be resolved: district boundaries must be officially delineated; population figures must be agreed upon in order to assign parliamentary seats; voter lists must be analyzed and updated to prepare lists for each polling station; a complaints mechanism must be developed at the local level; and the qualifications of thousands of potential candidates must be vetted prior to their registration.

In the area of improving local security, the undersecretary general said, the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration program (DDR) should be accelerated.

Irregular militias, which are not included in the DDR program, are "rapidly emerging as a problem" and need to be tackled in advance of the next round of elections.  They are "perhaps even more destabilizing for the security of many areas" of the country, he said.

The production and trafficking of illicit drugs "possess a growing threat to the state-building process and risk becoming a major impediment to holding credible parliamentary and local elections," Guehenno said.

The undersecretary general said that one of the most successful aspects of the presidential elections was adequate security.  That was achieved through a coordinated operation involving the national army and police working with NATO and coalition forces.

"This effort must be pursued and intensified ahead of the parliament and local elections," he said.

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Bush Reaching Out to Friends and Allies in Europe

(A re-elected president sees common enemies, common duties) (760)

By Jeffrey Thomas

Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- Since his re-election November 2, President Bush has said that U.S. foreign policy in his second term will continue to focus most importantly on the struggle against terrorism and to spread freedom and democracy; indeed, in his view the two struggles are bound up together.

And Bush has said repeatedly that he will renew his efforts to reach out to friends and allies in Europe.

"Every civilized country also has a stake in the outcome of this war. Whatever our past disagreements, we share a common enemy.  And we have common duties:  to protect our peoples, to confront disease and hunger and poverty in troubled regions of the world," said Bush in his first press conference after the election.

"I'll continue to reach out to our friends and allies, our partners in the EU and NATO, to promote development and progress, to defeat the terrorists and to encourage freedom and democracy as alternatives to tyranny and terror," he said.

Sounding what has long been a major theme in U.S. foreign policy and his own thinking, Bush said he strongly disagrees "with those who do not see the wisdom of trying to promote free societies around the world."

He cited the recent successful election in Afghanistan as validating what he calls a "central part" of his foreign policy: "The Afghan people, by going to the polls in the millions, proved ... that this administration's faith in freedom to change peoples' habits is worthy."

Bush sees his meeting at the White House November 11-12 with British Prime Minister Tony Blair as an opportunity to discuss "priorities and ways that we can work together with our European friends."

He said he agrees with Blair that peace in the Middle East "is a very important part of a peaceful world."

"My hope is that we will make good progress," Bush said, noting that he is committed to the two-state vision he enunciated two years ago, which envisions a democratic and peaceful Palestinian state living side by side with Israel.

In remarks November 5 to the president of the European Council, Dutch Prime Minister Balkenende, Bush expressed his intention to work with the European Union (EU), "building on our shared values and interests, to promote development and progress, defeat terrorists, and encourage freedom and democracy around the world." 

Bush especially welcomed the EU's reaffirmation of its commitment to assist in the emergence of a stable, secure and democratic Iraq.

The EU has pledged financial and personnel support for the upcoming national elections in Iraq to be held in January 2005, as well as financial contributions for the "middle ring" of the U.N. Protection Force and an expert team for planning a mission to Iraq on police, rule of law, and civilian administration.

"These steps are all important investments in Iraq's future. We look forward to working with the EU, the Iraqi government, and the Iraqi people to ensure continued progress in the economic, social, and political reconstruction of Iraq," the president said.

The Bush administration expects to continue working with its European allies on the problem posed by Iran's nuclear program. The United States and Europe "agree on the fundamentals," according to State Department Spokesman Richard Boucher, who addressed the question November 8. "Iran needs to cooperate fully with the International Atomic Energy Agency; it needs to meet its nonproliferation obligations; and it needs to suspend fully and immediately all enrichment-related and reprocessing activities," he said.

"Ultimately it's what Iran does that matters, not just what they might agree to," Boucher added.

On global issues, Bush has also spoken since his re-election of "an obligation in this country to continue to work with nations to help alleviate poverty and disease."

He said he will continue to press forward on his HIV/AIDS initiative and on his Millennium Challenge Account, which links aid to a receiving country's commitment to democracy, the rule of law, the end of corruption, and human rights.

President Bush is "not going to trim his sails or pull back" during his second term, Secretary of State Colin Powell said in an interview published in the November 9 Financial Times. "It's a continuation of his principles, his policies, his beliefs."

"Where we have had disagreements [with Europe], we will try to get beyond those disagreements," Powell said.

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Global War on Terror Is Top U.S. Priority, Powell Says

(Secretary of state outlines Bush's second term foreign policy priorities) (760)

The global war against terrorism, strengthening alliances and resolving regional conflicts are foreign policy priorities of the Bush administration's second term, according to Secretary of State Colin Powell.  

Briefing reporters November 8 en route to Mexico City, Mexico, to attend the 21st meeting of the U.S.-Mexico Binational Commission, Powell, in response to a question, outlined foreign policy priorities for the second Bush term.  

"First and foremost, the Global War on Terror will remain a priority of the administration," said Powell.  

This includes close cooperation with Pakistan to defeat the al-Qaida and Taliban elements that are working in the frontier areas of Pakistan, as well as continuing to fight those elements in Afghanistan that are trying to stop Afghanistan's progress toward democracy, Powell said.

"We will continue to consolidate the success that we have seen in Afghanistan as manifested in the presidential elections and get Afghanistan ready for the parliamentary elections next Spring," Powell said.  He added that the United States will continue to support Afghanistan's reconstruction activities and efforts to resettle Afghan refugees who have returned to the country. 

Calling Iraq a "major priority" for the second term, Powell said the United States is looking forward to the Iraqi elections in January 2005.  Noting recent developments, he said U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan has agreed to increase the size of the U.N. presence in Iraq and that voter registration packages are being distributed.

"And, as you know, we have begun an operation in Fallujah today to take back Fallujah and to defeat this hornet's nest of insurgent activity and terrorist activity [in Iraq]," added Powell.  

On the Arab-Israeli conflict, Powell said:  "the United States stands by to work very actively to get the Road Map moving forward."

Powell said the second Bush administration will continue to work to strengthen U.S. alliances in Asia and Europe and enhance U.S. relations with India and Pakistan.  Through having good relations with both India and Pakistan, the secretary explained, the United States aims to "serve a useful role as a friend" to both countries as they continue to reach out to each other and work on the difficult issues outstanding between them.

Powell said President Bush wants to have a "strong relationship with all of our European friends and allies and notwithstanding any disagreements we have had in the past."

Noting cooperation such as NATO support for training of Iraqi security personnel, France's commanding of multilateral forces in Afghanistan and in Kosovo, and the European Union's recent financial commitment for Iraq, Powell said he will be in Europe in the coming weeks to attend EU, NATO and Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe meetings, as well as other bilateral meetings. 

Powell also said the second Bush administration will continue to press in Africa to resolve regional conflicts, in Sudan, Liberia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Cote d'Ivoire. 

On Sudan, the United States is "doing everything we can" to expedite the arrival of the 5000-member African Union force into the Darfur region, said Powell, adding that he is concerned the force in not being introduced as rapidly as necessary.  Powell said the U.S. is watching very carefully to make sure the Sudanese government does not "back off" or "start backsliding" on any of the openings they made to allow free movement of goods and humanitarian supplies into the Darfur region. "So yes, we are concerned. It's always a subject to be taken up again by the [U.N. Security] Council, but it's a very difficult issue," he said.  "We will continue to press it." 

"But there is a lot going on, and so much of it is positive and really is evidence of the president's National Security Strategy of reaching out, of partnerships, of open trade, of fighting disease, of fighting poverty, of increasing assistance to nations around the world," said Powell.

"Yes, I understand the importance of Iraq; I understand the overhang that that and the Middle East have on how we are viewed in the world and the impression that some people have of us," he said. "But, it's an impression that will change as we start showing our success such as the kind of success we showed in Afghanistan [recently]."

A transcript of the Powell press briefing is available at http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/37926.htm

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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White House Report, November 9: Cote d'Ivoire, Guest Workers, France

(Cote d'Ivoire violence condemned, Guest Worker Program affirmed, Chirac congratulations) (420)

U.S. STRONGLY CONDEMNS COTE D'IVOIRE VIOLENCE

The Bush administration called upon Cote d'Ivoire's President Laurent Gbagbo to stop government violence against Ivorian citizens and peacekeepers assigned to the United Nations operations in the country.

Speaking at the November 9 White House briefing, Press Secretary Scott McClellan said the United States strongly condemns the airstrikes that were carried out by the Ivorian military.

According to press reports, at least 30 people have been killed in four days of violent anti-French demonstrations in Abidjan.  A November 7 Ivorian government airstrike on a French base in the central town of Bouake killed nine French troops, an American aid worker, and wounded 38 others.

McClellan welcomed efforts by South Africa's President Thabo Mbeki to help resolve the crisis peacefully.  However, he added that if Mbeki's discussions prove unsuccessful, "then the (U.N.) Security Council may consider additional action."

BUSH COMMITTED TO TEMPORARY GUEST WORKER PROGRAM

President Bush remains committed to the Temporary Guest Worker Program, which would allow an estimated six million undocumented workers in the United States to gain legal status.

Press Secretary McClellan said the president believes the program "will help meet an economic need as well as provide a more humane treatment of those workers who are coming into the United States."

Bush views the measure as a priority, McClellan said earlier, and he remains in contact with members of Congress and "will try to bring people together to get it passed."

"[T]his is a program that will match willing workers with willing employers, it will promote compassion for workers who right now have no protection, and it will protect the homeland by helping to control our borders better," McClellan said.

The press secretary said the program also provides incentives for temporary workers to eventually return to their country of origin.

CHIRAC MAKES CONGRATULATORY CALL TO BUSH

Earlier in the day, French President Jacques Chirac telephoned President Bush to congratulate him upon his re-election. Press Secretary McClellan said Bush spoke with the French leader about "the importance of working together on common challenges."

"[Bush] talked about how he would continue to reach out to our European friends and allies so that we can work together on our shared priorities," he said.

McClellan also said German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder had called to express his congratulations while Bush was at Camp David the weekend of November 6.

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: Bush, NATO Secretary-General Meet at White House Nov. 10

(NATO is foundation of America's alliance with Europe) (160)

NATO Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer will meet with President Bush at the White House November 10 to discuss how the United States and Europe can continue to strengthen their strategic partnership in addressing the major challenges of the 21st century, the White House announced.

Following is the November 9 announcement:

(begin text)

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

November 9, 2004

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

President Bush will meet with NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer at the White House on November 10, 2004.  NATO remains a cornerstone of American security and the foundation of America's alliance with Europe.  The President is pleased to have this opportunity to discuss with the leader of the Alliance how the United States and Europe can continue to strengthen their strategic partnership in addressing the major challenges we face at the beginning of the 21st century.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Major Airlines Agree to Implement New Aircraft Water Protocols

(EPA plans to issue new regulations governing airline drinking water) (820)

By Cheryl Pellerin

Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced it has received commitments from 12 major U.S. passenger airlines to implement new water testing and disinfection protocols, and that it will issue new regulations governing aircraft drinking water.

The announcement, made at a November 9 EPA press conference, follows the September 20 public disclosure of EPA testing of drinking water aboard 158 randomly selected passenger aircraft in August and September. Preliminary data showed that 12.6 percent of 158 domestic and international passenger aircraft tested carried water that did not meet EPA standards.

"The agreements we are announcing today will provide critical additional information, and at the same time provide increased protection to the flying public," said Thomas Skinner, acting assistant administrator for EPA's Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance. "EPA and the airlines have worked hard to address the issues raised by the initial water quality test results."

Skinner said the 12 airlines are Alaska Airlines, Aloha Airlines, American Airlines, America West, ATA Airlines, Continental Airlines, Hawaiian Airlines, JetBlue, Midwest Airlines, Northwest Airlines, United Airlines and US Airways. Delta Airlines, which has already undertaken safety measures, and Southwest Airlines, which does not fly internationally, are negotiating separate agreements.

Ben Grumbles, acting assistant administrator for EPA's Office of Water, said EPA would issue new regulations because "the existing regulations were designed to regulate water quality in stationary settings, not mobile aircraft with the capability of traveling throughout the world."

He said the rule-making process would take two years, and that during that period the agreement announced November 9 and resulting administrative orders signed by the airlines will govern airline drinking water safety.

The agreements call for airlines to increase monitoring and implement quarterly disinfection of water delivery systems aboard passenger aircraft. The agreements also strengthen public notification requirements when testing reveals water that does not meet EPA standards.

In August and September this year, as part of its enforcement activities, EPA randomly tested the water supplies on domestic and international aircraft arriving at four U.S. airports. Aircraft tank water is used in the galleys and lavatory sinks.

Initial testing of onboard water supply revealed 20 aircraft with positive results for total coliform bacteria; two of the aircraft also tested positive for E. coli.

Coliforms are a group of closely related bacteria most of which are natural and common inhabitants of the soil, lakes and rivers and in the digestive tracts of humans and other warm-blooded animals. The presence of total coliform is not a health risk and won't cause illness, but its presence in drinking water indicates that other disease-causing organisms may be present in the water system.

E. coli is a subgroup of the fecal coliform group. It is found in great quantities in the intestines of people and warm-blooded animals. If total coliform is present in a drinking water sample, EPA requires that the water also be tested for E. coli or fecal coliform. Most E. coli are harmless, but some strains may cause illness -- diarrhea, cramps, nausea, headaches, or other symptoms.

A significant part of aircraft travel includes international flights. According to the Air Transport Association (ATA), about 90 percent of ATA member aircraft have the potential to travel internationally. These aircraft may take on water from foreign sources that are not subject to EPA drinking water standards.

According to the EPA agreement, airlines will also be required to perform an analysis of possible sources of contamination that exist outside the aircraft and to provide information related to practices of boarding water from foreign public water supplies not regulated by EPA.

The EPA will continue to work with smaller, regional and charter aircraft carriers to address drinking water quality with agreements similar to those reached with ATA members.

Since September, the ATA, which represents the 14 major U.S. airlines, and its members have worked with EPA to develop an agreement that will immediately reduce public health risks to passengers and provide additional testing to help the EPA determine the nature and extent of the problem.

EPA began a review of existing guidance in 2002. In response to the aircraft test results in August and September, EPA has initiated an accelerated rule-making process to develop regulations for water aboard aircraft.

EPA will work collaboratively with other federal agencies overseeing the airline industry, industry representatives and the interested public to identify appropriate requirements ensuring safe drinking water aboard aircraft.

EPA also announced the initiation of more water quality inspections, beginning November 9, on 169 randomly selected domestic and international passenger aircraft at 14 U.S. airports. Those results will be available to the public by early January.

For more information on the regulation of water supplies aboard passenger aircraft and to view publicly available testing data, go to: http://www.epa.gov/airlinewater

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: Astronauts Publish First Medical Study from Space

(Results could be applied to remote medical care procedures) (920)

Crewmembers of the International Space Station (ISS) have published the results of the first shoulder ultrasound exam performed in space in the first medical research paper ever submitted from space.

The study, published in the online edition of the journal Radiology of the Radiological Society of North America (RSNA), has implications for remote areas of the world where access to medical personnel and equipment is limited.

A November 8 press release from RSNA said the astronauts of the Expedition 9 crew successfully completed a medical exam with limited training and real-time remote guidance from ultrasound specialists on the ground.

The study helps assess the use of ultrasound in unusual clinical situations and in monitoring in-flight musculoskeletal changes in crewmembers. Prolonged exposure to the space station's microgravity environment causes a reduction in astronauts' bone, muscle and tendon mass.

The shoulders, examined in this experiment, are especially vulnerable to injury because of the physical exertion of spacewalks and inhibition of movement caused by the bulky space suits.

The following terms are used in the text:

Ultrasound: Medical technology that uses high-frequency sound waves to create images of organs and systems in the body.

Sonologists: Specialists in ultrasound technology.

The text of the press release follows:

(begin text)

Radiological Society of North America

Press Releases

November 8, 2004

Astronauts Submit First Medical Research Paper from Space

OAK BROOK, Ill., Nov. 8, 2004 - The first medical research paper submitted from the International Space Station (ISS) was published online today by the journal Radiology. The report documents the first ultrasound examination of the shoulder performed under the microgravity conditions of space flight.

Members of Expedition 9 crew aboard the ISS completed the study as part of the Advanced Diagnostic Ultrasound in Microgravity (ADUM) experiment.

"It is with great pleasure that we offer to the journal Radiology the first paper ever submitted from the ISS," said the study's lead author, ISS Science Officer E. Michael Fincke, M.S.

The ADUM experiment is being conducted to determine the accuracy of ultrasound in novel clinical conditions, to assess feasibility of ultrasound for monitoring in-flight musculoskeletal changes in crewmembers and to determine optimal training methods, including the use of remote guidance. While some aspects of the experiment are unique to space flight, Fincke believes the results are relevant to medical care on the ground. "The ADUM project has begun to provide a great and useful capability onboard the ISS with direct implications to improve life on Earth in the fields of emergency, rural and remote medicine," he said. 

Astronauts experience a reduction in bone, muscle and tendon mass during prolonged exposure to microgravity, increasing their risk of injury. Strenuous physical labor during spacewalks and limited upper body and arm mobility in spacesuits make the shoulders particularly vulnerable. For this component of the ADUM experiment, the team evaluated the ability of a nonphysician crewmember on the ISS to obtain quality, shoulder musculokeletal data from another crewmember using real-time remote guidance. The crewmembers attended a 21/2-hour ultrasound training session four months before launch and completed a one-hour computer-based training program while onboard the space station.

The astronauts used special positioning, including foot restraints and hand pressure to adjust the examination to a microgravity environment. During the exam, real-time ultrasound video of the shoulder was transmitted to experienced sonologists in the Telescience Center at the Johnson Space Center in Houston. The sonologists verbally guided the astronaut operator through probe manipulation and equipment adjustment to obtain optimal images for a complete rotator cuff evaluation. The exam was completed in less than 15 minutes. The downloaded images were subsequently reviewed by a musculoskeletal ultrasound specialist. Diagnostic image quality was excellent, and no indication of shoulder injury was found.

The findings indicate that fundamental training, combined with remote guidance from ultrasound experts, may be an effective method of performing diagnostic ultrasound exams in space, and may prove useful on Earth in situations where access to trained physicians and proper medical equipment is limited.

"The remotely guided ultrasound concept, with trained first responders as operators, is a significant and clinically relevant advancement in space science, with profound ramifications for emergency or clinical care," Fincke said.

The complete article and video images of the ultrasound examination being performed onboard the ISS may be accessed online at http://radiology.rsnajnls.org/cgi/content/full/2342041680v1. For further information, contact Maureen Morley or Doug Dusik at 630-590-7762.

Radiology is a monthly scientific journal devoted to clinical radiology and allied sciences. The journal is edited by Anthony V. Proto, M.D., School of Medicine, Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, Va. Radiology is owned and published by the Radiological Society of North America, Inc. (RSNA.org/radiologyjnl)

RSNA is an association of more than 35,000 radiologists, radiation oncologists and related scientists committed to promoting excellence in radiology through education and by fostering research, with the ultimate goal of improving patient care. The Society is based in Oak Brook, Ill. (RSNA.org)

"Evaluation of Shoulder Integrity in Space: First Report of Musculoskeletal Ultrasound on the International Space Station." E. Michael Finke, M.S., Gennady Padalka, M.S., Doohi Lee, M.D., Ashot E. Sargsyan, M.D., Douglas R. Hamilton, M.D., Ph.D., David Martin, R.D.M.S., Shannon L. Melton, B.S., Kellie McFarlin, M.D., and Scott A. Dulchavsky, M.D., Ph.D.

Copyright (c)  2004  Radiological Society of North America, Inc.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: Satellite Shows that El Nino Drives Global Rain Patterns

(Tropical rainfall satellite is a joint mission with NASA, Japan) (940)

NASA scientists have found that the El Nino Southern Oscillation (ENSO) is the main force behind the change in global rain patterns, according to a November 8 NASA press release.

To reach their conclusions, NASA researchers used data from the Tropical Rainfall Measuring Mission (TRMM) satellite to identify areas where the year-to-year change in rainfall was greatest between 1998 and 2003. The TRMM is a joint mission of NASA and the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency to study tropical rainfall.

By studying rain patterns in these areas over 50 years, the researchers established that the main component of the change in global rainfall is directly correlated with ENSO.

ENSO is a global event that arises from large-scale interactions between the ocean and the atmosphere. El Nino is an abnormal warming of surface ocean waters in the eastern tropical Pacific. Not all El Ninos are the same, and the atmosphere doe not always react in the same way from one El Nino to another.

The Southern Oscillation is the see-saw pattern of reversing surface air pressure between the eastern and western tropical Pacific; when surface pressure is high in the eastern tropical Pacific it is low in the western tropical Pacific, and vice-versa. Because the ocean warming and pressure reversals are nearly simultaneous, scientists call the phenomenon ENSO.

Ziad Haddad and colleagues at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory compared local changes in worldwide rainfall. Using TRMM measurements, they condensed the year-to-year change in rainfall patterns into a single rain-change index. The index is a color-coded map that shows areas of rainfall around the world that are influenced somewhat to greatly during an ENSO event.

"The fact that the rain-change index, which comes directly from global measurements, tracks the ENSO indices from the 1950s to the present confirms that El Nino is the principal driver of global year-to-year rainfall change," Haddad said.

Text of the NASA press release follows:

(begin text)

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center

Press release, November 8, 2004

[Greenbelt, Maryland]

TRMM satellite proves El Nino holds the reins on global rains

NASA scientists recently found the El Nino Southern Oscillation (ENSO) is the main driver of the change in rain patterns all around the world.

The NASA and Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) Tropical Rainfall Measuring Mission (TRMM) satellite has enabled scientists to look around the globe and determine where the year-to-year changes in rainfall are greatest. The TRMM is a joint mission between NASA and JAXA designed to monitor and study tropical rainfall.

Researchers Ziad Haddad and Jonathan Meagher of NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Pasadena, Calif., Robert Adler and Eric Smith of NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center, Greenbelt, Md., used TRMM data to identify areas where the year-to-year change in rainfall between 1998 and 2003 was greatest.

By studying the rain patterns in these areas over the past 50 years, with rain gauge data prior to 1998, they established the main component of this change in global rainfall is directly correlated with the El Nino Southern Oscillation. The study appeared in a recent issue of the Journal of Geophysical Research-Atmospheres.

Haddad and his colleagues compared local changes in worldwide rainfall. For years, scientists have known El Nino drastically modifies rainfall patterns in many regions. For example, Indonesia and the Northeastern Amazon basin consistently suffer droughts during El Nino and excessive rains during La Nina. The Southeastern United States and California are typically wetter than usual during El Nino and drier than usual during La Nina.

Scientists also have known several regions with abundant rain are not influenced by the El-Nino/La-Nina changes, including the Bay of Bengal and the vast expanse of the Western Pacific Ocean between the Marshall Islands, Micronesia and the Marianas.

Until the launch of TRMM in 1997, it was impossible to accurately measure change in tropical rainfall patterns, because no instruments were available to record global rainfall. TRMM uses microwave technology to probe through clouds and estimate how much rainfall they are producing. The TRMM data are invaluable over areas where there are no rain gauges, such as the open ocean.

Using TRMM's measurements, the researchers were able to condense the year-to-year change in rainfall patterns into a single rain-change index. The index is a color-coded map that shows areas of rainfall around the world that are influenced somewhat to greatly, during an ENSO event.

Rainfall data from land and island stations were used to extend this index back in time and to compare it with the ENSO sea-surface temperature and atmospheric pressure. The results showed a strong relationship between the rainfall patterns and ENSO. "The fact that the rain-change index, which comes directly from global measurements, tracks the ENSO indices from the 1950s to the present confirms that El Nino is the principal driver of global year-to-year rainfall change," Haddad said.

NASA plans the Global Precipitation Measurement mission (GPM), a future multi-national multi-satellite mission to expand the scope of TRMM. GPM will focus on producing three- dimensional maps of rain around the world every three hours.

TRMM is the first space-based rain gauge that uses microwaves to see how much precipitation falls from clouds around the tropics. The TRMM satellite's precipitation radar acts like a highly sensitive microwave camera. It is capable of probing clouds to reveal their vertical structure and precipitation they produce. It has enabled scientists to measure rainfall over the oceans and landmasses with unprecedented accuracy.

(end text)
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Transcript: White House Daily Briefing, November 9

(Millennium Challenge Corporation announcement, Yasser Arafat/successor, President's last speech on Iraq, India/doctors practicing in United States, Senator Specter's comments on Supreme Court nominee, Social Security/reform, immigration plan/Mexico, Iran/nuclear program, Ivory Coast, Iraq/number of Iraqis killed in the war, UK/Prime Minister Blair visit, space exploration) (3700)

White House Press Secretary Scott McClellan briefed the press November 9.

Following is the transcript of the White House briefing:
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
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PRESS BRIEFING BY SCOTT McCLELLAN

James S. Brady Briefing Room

12:00 P.M.EST

MR. McCLELLAN:  Good afternoon, everybody.  I'd like to begin with a statement that we'll be putting out shortly, from me.  On November 8th, the Millennium Challenge Corporation selected its Millennium Challenge Account eligible countries for fiscal year 2005.  This decision marks another step forward in implementing the President's vision of an ever-widening circle of development, and his groundbreaking Millennium Challenge Account initiative. The Millennium Challenge Account is a bold new compact for global development that rewards countries that govern justly, invest in their people, and encourage economic freedom.  The implementation of MCC programs in selected countries will accelerate economic growth and poverty reduction.  And we'll have the list of countries for you in that statement.

In addition, the Millennium Challenge Corporation designates six new countries as eligible for its 2005 Threshold Program, enabling them to apply for grants designed to help them qualify for the Millennium Challenge Account.  This was a major innovation that the President initiated to change the way we conduct our foreign assistance.  And we will get you that statement here shortly.

And that's all I've got.  Terry.

QUESTION:  Scott, there's a new round of rumors that Arafat has died.  What does the White House know?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I don't have any other information for you.  We continue to monitor the situation.  That's what I can tell you at this point.

Q:  Scott, can you be more specific about monitoring?  Who is in contact with whom?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, we're always in close contact with the parties. We're in close contact with European friends.  I'm not going to get into all those staff-level discussions, though.

Q:  I mean, is Condi in touch with the Palestinian leadership?  Is it --

MR. McCLELLAN:  Again, I'm not going to get into reading out all the staff-level discussions, but we remain in close contact with people on this matter.

Q:  Don't you know whether he has died, or not?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Helen, again, we continue to monitor the situation.  I don't have anything further for you --

Q:  You don't know anything more?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I don't have anything further for you on it at this time.

Q:  There have been a number of published reports -- Forbes and others -- claiming that Arafat and his wife have taken between $3 billion to $6 billion from the Palestinian people.  A lot of that money was contributed by Americans or by the United States, or by organizations from the United States.  Is the U.S. trying to help the Palestinian people regain their money?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Connie, I don't think now is the appropriate time to comment on issues of that nature.

Q:  After he dies, will you comment on it?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I just don't think now is the appropriate time to get into commenting on those matters.

Q:  Will you take it for later?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Next question.  Terry, go ahead.  Helen.

Q:  Did you ever find out when the President made his last major speech on Iraq?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, that's all publicly available on our website.  I think you can go there and find that for yourselves.

Q:  Do you know?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, he had a press conference with Prime Minister Allawi back in late September, where they talked about Iraq.

Q:  Back on Arafat.  There are obviously preparations being made for any eventuality.  Is the United States asking Israel to allow Arafat to be buried in Ramullah?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I think those are discussions that the parties are having. And I know it's a sensitive matter at this time, and so we'll let those discussions continue.  I think if there's more to say on that, it will be after the parties talk about it further.

Q:  Well, the United States would clearly have a role in those discussions.  What is the position of the government of this country on that question?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Again, I think that given the current situation, it's a sensitive matter at this point; there are discussions that are going on between the parties.  We'll let those discussions go on.  And it's something maybe we'll talk about later.

Q:  Most of the Indian American community and doctors supported a second term to the President's reelection.  Also the news in India that Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, who met President Bush at the U.N., he was pleased of the outcome and he's -- and they announced that India will send the troops in Iraq. What can India and the Indian American community expect from the second Bush term?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, I think you can expect that we will work closely together.  We've been -- we've, I think, had a continuing relationship that has been strengthening under this administration with India, and I think it will continue to be that way with the new leadership in India.  And the President, I know, had a phone call just the other day, a congratulatory call.

Q:  And doctors are expecting that many doctors may go out of business because of high cost of drugs and also lawsuits against them and all that.  And at the same time, what they are saying is that immigration issues are important here.

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, making health care more affordable and accessible is something the President put at the top of his priorities during the campaign. It's something he's made a top priority during his term in office.  And certainly, we work to make prescription drugs more affordable by speeding up access to generic drugs and getting them on the market quicker.  We've also pushed to reform our medical liability laws so that doctors aren't forced out of business needlessly.  So that's something the President will be pursuing with Congress in this second term, and hopefully we can get it done.  I think that the American people spoke clearly on those issues.

Q:  On immigration?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Oh, on immigration?  Well, the President has put forward a temporary worker program that he has had some discussions with members of Congress on, and he will continue to discuss with members of Congress and work to move forward on that initiative.  It is a priority where he believes it's something that will help meet our -- an economic need, as well as provide a more humane treatment of those workers who are coming into the United States.

Go ahead, Wendell.

Q:  Has the White House received emails and phone calls about Senator Specter's comments about a Supreme Court appointment and the difficulty of confirming an anti-abortion jurist?  Is it a large number?  And does the President still retain confidence in the Senator's committee chair?

MR. McCLELLAN:  We certainly receive comments on a lot of subjects.  I've not checked on that specific subject.  I will be glad to look into that for you and see what I can get you on that.  But in terms of the issue of who will be chairman of the Judiciary Committee, that's a matter for the Senate to decide. And it's something that the White House does not have a role in.  Senators will make that decision.  I think we've spoken about Senator Specter's comments -- Karl Rove talked about it just the other day -- and he has certainly assured us that he is committed to making sure that the President's judicial nominees receive up or down votes, and that appellate nominees get to the floor of the Senate, where they will be given up or down votes.

Go ahead, Richard.

Q:  Scott, how long will it be before we can -- we'll see a bill from the administration go up to the Hill in regards to Social Security reform?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I think it's a little premature to speculate right now. Obviously, the President has laid out some very clear principles to guide us as we move forward on strengthening Social Security for future generations, for our children and grandchildren.  He will be having discussions with leaders.  We have some new members coming into Congress, as well.  We are already working away at the White House to move forward on the President's efforts, and this is something we'll continue to talk about as we move into the second term.  It's a high priority for the President.

I know it's an issue that some view as a difficult task to try to get accomplished, but the President has never shied away from the tough challenges that we face.  We were able to get through the tax cuts that got our economy growing again.  We were able to pass historic education reforms.  And we were able to pass Medicare reform for the first time since it was created, under this President in his first term.  So he will move forward quickly and deliberately on these priorities.  You heard him last week saying that we will move forward now on strengthening Social Security.

Q:  Will it be in terms of a bill, or will it be various parts of a bill or principles that he'll just throw out --

MR. McCLELLAN:  I think it's a little premature to get into that kind of speculation.  But the President will be talking with leaders about this and working to move forward on it.

Heidi.

Q:  On that issue, you kind of skirted the issue this morning of what --

MR. McCLELLAN:  I never skirt.  (Laughter.)

Q:  -- increase in the retirement age may be necessary in order to make the system solvent.  But you're not just disputing the basic principle of the President's plan would be to create private accounts in exchange for a reduction in government -- guaranteed government benefits for retirees.  I mean, that's the whole idea, right?

MR. McCLELLAN:  No, the idea is to help younger workers get as much or more in benefits and returns on their Social Security retirement.  That's the -- that's what we're working to do.  But they can realize more by -- and, again, this is voluntary.  It's voluntary.  People do not have to participate in that if they do not want to.  They can stay in the current system if they want to, under the President's approach.  That's something that he outlined.

Q:  But if they do participate, the portion that is guaranteed from the government goes down.  That's just a basic principle --

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, but if you look at the history of the stock market, too, over the course of a couple of decades, then you see that the benefits -- the return on those benefits will help them exceed what they are receiving today.

Go ahead, Jacobo.

Q:  Thank you.

MR. McCLELLAN:  How are you?

Q:  Fine, how are you?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Good.

Q:  Is the President going to move forward on his immigration plan that he proposed almost at the beginning of the year and didn't go anywhere, the three-year plan of legal work and then extend it for another period?

MR. McCLELLAN:  He remains committed to that proposal.  It's something we started discussions with members of Congress on previously.  And it's something that he intends to work with members on to get moving again in the second term. It's something he believes very strongly in.  America has always been a welcoming society, and this is a program that will match willing workers with willing employers.  It will promote compassion for workers who right now have no protection, and it will protect the homeland by helping to control our borders better.  And it also provides incentives for those temporary workers to eventually return home to their country of origin.

Q:  Is there any special plan being worked out with the government of Mexico?  There seems to be rumblings or noises coming from south of the border, in the sense that they expect a special relationship on immigration.

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, it's something that we always are in close contact with our friends in Mexico on.  Secretary Powell is there now.  In fact, I think he's having a press availability here shortly from Mexico.  So he might be able to talk to you more about some of the latest discussions that are going on there -- that will go on there while he's there.

Q:  Just a quick follow-up on the Middle East.  You talked about discussions between the parties.  What role is the U.S. taking in that?  Is the administration being a facilitator or a broker in any way?  A go-between?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I think right now -- obviously, we're always in close contact with the parties in the region, but I think that's a discussion that you should view as going on between the parties right now.  And I think that, eventually, they might have more to say on it, and then we can talk about it at that point --

Q:  Who are the parties?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I don't think now -- I don't think now is the time to get into that, because of the sensitivity of the matter.

Q:  Just to clarify, is that -- are the talks going on between the parties with or without U.S. involvement?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Again, I will leave it where I did, Peter, for now, because of the sensitivity of the matter.  The parties are discussing -- all parties, I think, are discussing this matter.  And I'll leave it there.

Go ahead.  Yes, up here, and then I'll come to Paula.

Q:  Will the President's next budget reflect any of the costs that might be associated with the kind of Social Security reform he has in mind?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, first of all, as you are probably aware, the President has not endorsed a specific proposal.  He's put forward his principles and he's talked about what he wants to make sure is included in that legislation, that younger workers have the option to invest a small portion of their funds in personal retirement accounts, and things of that nature.  He wants to provide more ownership for people in their retirement funds.  But the budget -- I mean, the President always outlines a very clear and detailed budget.  But again, we don't have a specific proposal that has been endorsed at this point on Social Security.

Q:  On the Social Security principles the President outlined, one thing he repeatedly says is that he does not intend to reduce benefits for retirees, for those near retirement.  My question is, first of all, what is the age you're talking about when you say near retirement?  Are you talking about 62, 55?  And secondly, in terms of paying, the President himself has said that there will be costs to this.  If there are costs to this and younger workers are living longer, healthier lives, why would not the administration consider upping their retirement age and reducing their --

MR. McCLELLAN:  Paula, this is something we're going to be working on with members of Congress to get done.  The President is someone who believes that we need to tackle these big challenges that we face and not pass them on to future generations.  That's exactly what he has done on other issues; that's exactly what he'll do on this issue.

What he has defined, he has said that at -- those at or near retirement. We'll be talking with members about that and defining that.  But the cost of doing nothing is estimated to be some $10 trillion.  And the cost of doing nothing will lead to massive increases and taxes for people or massive cuts in benefits.  What we are trying to do is make sure that Social Security is there for today's retirees, and then make sure it's strengthened for tomorrow's retirees, for our children and grandchildren, so that they have a nest egg that they can rely on that will be there when they retire.

Q:  By qualifying whose benefits would not be reduced, are you not tacitly saying that it will be reduced for --

MR. McCLELLAN:  We want them to realize more in benefits.  That's the President's approach, and that's the way he's proceeding on this important effort.

Q:  Can you clarify the status of negotiations with Iran to curtail their nuclear energy program?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Yes, there's -- as far as I know at this point, I'm not aware of any formal agreement that has been reached.  We will see what happens. Those discussions I think are ongoing between our European friends and Iran. What we have made clear is that Iran needs to fully comply with its international commitments.  They made commitments and they need to fully comply. If they do not comply, we think that is a matter that needs to be taken up at the next meeting of the International Atomic Energy Agency later this month and referred to the Security Council.

Q:  What's the White House position on the military action taken by our "old Europe" ally, France, and the Ivory Coast?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well -- and I think that we've spoken to this through our State Department -- the United Nations has also spoken to this matter.  But our view is that we strongly condemn the attacks, the air strikes that took place by the Ivorian military that killed an American citizen and aid worker.  The United States continues to call on the Ivorian president to immediately end all government-authorized forms of violence against the citizens of Cote d'Ivore and the peacekeepers assigned to the United Nations operations there.

South African President Mbeki is working on some efforts now.  We welcome those efforts by President Mbeki.  And if those discussions fail to produce the desired result, then the Security Council may consider additional action.

Go ahead.  Russ, welcome back.  It's been a while.  How was the Nader campaign?

Q:  It was wild.  (Laughter.)  Johns Hopkins, in its public health -- last month estimated that the war in Iraq resulted in 100,000 Iraqi deaths.  The administration has said in the past that it doesn't do body counts, but do you consider 100,000 to be in the ballpark of the number of Iraqis killed as a result of the war?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I don't know of any specific estimates on the civilians.  I know that the United States military goes out of its way to minimize the loss of civilian life.  And what we are working to achieve in Iraq is an important cause that will make America more secure.  And we're working side-by-side with the Iraqi --

Q:  So you're killing Iraqis to make America more secure?

MR. McCLELLAN:  -- with the Iraqi people to move forward on free elections, because a free Iraq will help transform a dangerous region of the world and make America more secure.  And our men and women in the military are doing an outstanding job; they are serving and sacrificing in a very important cause.

Q:  If I could follow up on that, did the President have an estimate before him on the number of Iraqis killed --

MR. McCLELLAN:  I'm not aware of any precise estimate or estimate of that nature.

Q:  Scott, what is the prime reason for Tony Blair's visit?  And will he be here on time Thursday to go to Arlington with the President?  And would he be welcome?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I think he is arriving early evening, so I think it will be after the President's visit to Arlington National Cemetery to honor our veterans.  But, obviously, the President looks forward to welcoming Prime Minister Blair back to the White House.  I think you can expect that they will discuss a range of important priorities.  I expect they will be talking about how we move forward to win the war on terrorism; how we move forward to make sure Iraq has free and fair elections come the end of January.  I expect they'll talk about the situation in the Middle East and talk about the broader Middle East initiative, as well as talk about transatlantic relations and how we can continue to build upon our relationship to work together to address common challenges that we face.

Q:  Scott, almost a year ago the President outlined plans for expanded space exploration.  Yet, that was a subject that rarely came up, if ever, on the campaign trail.  I'm wondering -- and it hasn't been --

MR. McCLELLAN:  I believe he just talked about it a few weeks ago; we had an astronaut traveling with us one day.

Q:  Well, it hasn't been one of the priorities for the coming year.  I'm just curious where those plans stand.  Are they on the back burner?

MR. McCLELLAN:  It's reflected in our budget and I think it will be reflected in our upcoming budget, as well.  Remember, this is a long-term vision that the President outlined for NASA, that made sure that they were focused on a very clearly-defined mission that is based on 10, 20, 30, 40 years down the road.  So he remains committed to it.

Thank you.

Q:  Scott, is the President giving any medals, did you find out?

MR. McCLELLAN:  I don't believe so.  He's visiting a lot of wounded soldiers today and he wants to see as many as possible -- upwards of 50.  But I'll get you a better estimate when we're there.

Q:  -- talk to the pool?

MR. McCLELLAN:  Well, you all will be there to cover him.  I expect he may stop on our way out.

Thank you.

END       12:18 P.M. EST

(end transcript)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: Bush Proclaims November 9 World Freedom Day

(Recognizes all who fought for liberty in Central, Eastern Europe) (340)

It has been 15 years since the people of East and West Germany tore down the Berlin Wall "and freedom triumphed over Communism," President Bush said in proclaiming November 9 as World Freedom Day in honor of all "those who fought for liberty and helped end the oppression of Central and Eastern Europe."

Following is the text of his proclamation:

(begin text)

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

November 9, 2004

WORLD FREEDOM DAY, 2004

- - - - - - -

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Fifteen years ago, the people of East and West Germany tore down the Berlin Wall, and freedom triumphed over Communism.  The dismantling of the Berlin Wall reunited Germany and helped spread freedom across Central and Eastern Europe. With free elections and the spread of democratic values, these countries won their liberty, and their people became free.  These democracies today contribute to a strong Europe, and the United States values their friendship and their partnership.

On World Freedom Day, we recognize all of those who fought for liberty and helped end the oppression of Central and Eastern Europe.  We stand by those who today are enjoying the blessings of liberty.  And we reaffirm our commitment to extending peace and freedom in the world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 9, 2004, as World Freedom Day.  I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities and to reaffirm their dedication to freedom and democracy.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Transcript: Powell Says Strong U.S.-Mexico Alliance Is Vital to Both Countries

(Secretary of state outlines several areas of bilateral cooperation) (2470)

Remarking on the durable bond between the United States and Mexico, Secretary of State Colin Powell told reporters at a November 9 press briefing in Mexico City that the leaders of both countries "recognize that the U.S.-Mexican relationship is central to the well-being and future prosperity of our citizens."

Powell appeared at the press briefing with Mexico's Foreign Minister Luis Ernesto Derbez, who joined Powell as co-chairman of the 21st meeting of the U.S.-Mexico Binational Commission (BNC) held that same day. Citing the importance of the two countries' partnership, Powell explained that U.S. and Mexican officials "reviewed a wide bilateral agenda" that encompassed such topics as immigration reform, counter-terrorism and border security, law enforcement cooperation, natural resource management, commerce, social development, and education.

The United States and Mexico can point to measurable achievements through their efforts under the BNC framework, Powell added. "Among commitments made ... we agreed to cooperate in housing finance, beginning with a conference in Mexico next spring," he said. "We're committed to broadening our collaboration to improve education of migrants, adults, workers, and those with special needs," among other goals.

Officials also examined bilateral trade issues and the need for a more integrated infrastructure. "We know that we have to cooperate ever more closely in order to ensure a successful economic future for both of our nations," Powell said. "Together, we go forward as partners under NAFTA [the North American Free Trade Agreement] and across the entire range of our common interests."

Powell concluded his opening statement by affirming his belief that the U.S. and Mexican governments will "continue to do everything possible" to strengthen their partnership. He thanked his Mexican colleagues "for their warm hospitality" as hosts of the BNC meeting, and then took questions from reporters.

Following is a transcript of the press briefing:

(begin transcript)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Office of the Spokesman

November 9, 2004

REMARKS

Secretary of State Colin L. Powell

And Foreign Minister of Mexico, Luis Ernesto Derbez

At a Joint Press Availability

November 9, 2004

Mexico City, Mexico

(12:45 p.m. EST)

SECRETARY POWELL:  Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary.  I am pleased to be in Mexico City with my colleagues and to have the opportunity to consult at length with you, my good friend, as well as the members of President Fox's cabinet who attended our meeting.

I look forward to meeting with President Fox to discuss the determination that he and President Bush share to strengthen our already strong relationship.  Both our leaders recognize that the U.S.-Mexican relationship is central to the well-being and future prosperity of our citizens.

I'm here to co-chair with Secretary Derbez the 21st meeting of our Binational Commission.  Our large high-level delegation is a testament to the importance that we attach to this relationship, and as you know, I have a very powerful cabinet delegation with me and I am pleased that they were able to take the time to be with me.

The United States values Mexico's role as a regional and, increasingly, a global leader.  In this hemisphere, we welcome and strongly support the role undertaken by Mexico to promote democracy in Bolivia, Venezuela and Haiti.  In our working group meetings, we reviewed a wide bilateral agenda.  The migration issue, of course, is an important one for all Mexicans and Americans.  In our meetings, we reaffirmed President Bush's plan to work with our new Congress on developing a temporary worker program to match willing foreign workers with willing U.S. employers.  The president is committed to making this a high priority in his second term.

We also discussed joint efforts to protect our countries from counter -- from terrorism, and already, we have noted that our partnership has enhanced the security of both our countries.  Similarly, my colleagues reviewed with their Mexican counterparts issues from law enforcement cooperation to resource management.

During the course of our meetings, we have taken long strides toward real progress on subjects as diverse as natural resources, social development, and education.  Among commitments made, some of which have already even been touched on by Secretary Derbez, we agreed to cooperate in housing finance, beginning with a conference in Mexico next spring.  We're committed to broadening our collaboration to improve education of migrants, adults, workers, and those with special needs.

As an outgrowth of the Partnership for Prosperity, the United States' Overseas Private Investment Corporation recently was able to open its programs here in Mexico.  Since then, OPIC has committed more than $40 million to eight projects.  Today, the Partnership announced a $20 million OPIC loan supporting an information technology investment.  In addition, we are announcing two new OPIC facilities that could bring up to $450 million in investment support.

In an increasingly global economy, we find again and again that our figures and our futures are closely linked.  We understand what we need to do to get the growth rates we need.  We know that we have to cooperate ever more closely in order to ensure a successful economic future for both of our nations.  Together, we go forward as partners under NAFTA and across the entire range of our common interests.

It is essential for the well-being and prosperity of Americans and Mexicans that our two governments continue to do everything possible to strengthen our ties. Our meetings here today confirm that that is exactly what we intend to do.

And I would like to close these opening remarks by extending to the Secretary and to his colleagues our thanks for their warm hospitality.

Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

(Applause.)

FOREIGN SECRETARY DERBEZ:  (In Spanish.)

QUESTION:  (In Spanish.)

SECRETARY POWELL:  On the first question, I can assure you that the president remains committed to migration reform.  As he noted in his January 7 speech, he wants to move forward with a temporary workers program.  And now that our election is over, and as we also are coming out of the 9/11 period and doing a better job of securing our borders, and as we have the president re-elected for a second term and a new Congress coming in as well, we think that the environment has improved significantly for this kind of reform.

At the same time, we don't want to over-promise.  What I said to Secretary Derbez is that when the new Congress comes into place in January, we will make an assessment with the new Congress the pace at which we can proceed with temporary worker programs, and how fast and how far we can move in what period of time.

We don't have congressional elections next year, but our next set of elections for Congress will be 2006.  And so this upcoming period as we get ourselves organized, listen to ideas on this program from our Mexican colleagues, and then make an assessment with the new Congress, I think this is an important period as we move forward.

There are other issues that we know that our Mexican colleagues wish to look at -- regularization and all of the other aspects of migration reform -- and all of these issues are on the table.  But we want to start with the temporary workers program and make sure that we get this right and do this well with our Congress.  And so, we have a clear understanding of how we should move forward, and I plan to report all of this to President Bush tomorrow.

With respect to Chairman Arafat, we know that he is gravely ill.  There has been no confirmation of his demise yet and we will all watch and wait and keep the Palestinian people in our thoughts and mind at this difficult time for them.

The United States remains ready to engage with the Palestinian leadership, as the Palestinian leaders define that leadership, toward the president's vision of two states living side by side in peace: Israel and the state of Palestine.  We know the way forward.  The roadmap is there.  The roadmap is ready to be used.  The Quartet is ready to assist in the implementation of the roadmap.

And so, we will wait to see what happens in the days ahead, but our commitment to a two-state solution on the basis of the roadmap and on the basis of the two parties ultimately resolving all final status issues through direct negotiations between the two parties, remains intact.  And as you know, President Bush will have an opportunity later this week to also discuss this matter with Prime Minister Blair, who will be visiting.

MODERATOR:  Let's go to Mr. Gedda of the Associated Press.

QUESTION:  Secretary Derbez, did you raise with Secretary Powell any concerns that Mexico may have about the treatment or mistreatment of Mexicans, either those crossing the border or those already living in the United States, and could you be -- if so, could you be as specific as possible about such cases?

FOREIGN SECRETARY DERBEZ:  (In Spanish.)

QUESTION:  (In Spanish.)

SECRETARY POWELL:  Proposition 200 is a state proposition and solely within the purview of the state of Arizona and the people of Arizona to make a judgment on.  We are still studying the elements in the proposition, and if we have any concerns about elements in the proposition which would make the proposition inconsistent with the federal laws, we will certainly make that view known.  But I am not an expert in the proposition, but we will be watching it and its development with great care.

FOREIGN SECRETARY DERBEZ:  (In Spanish.)

MODERATOR:  Let's go to Arshad Mohammad of Reuters.

QUESTION:  Mr. Secretary, as you are well aware, U.S. forces are engaged in an offensive in Fallujah.  Do you have any concerns that the inevitable bloodshed from that offensive may, in fact, turn more Iraqi hearts and minds against the United States?

SECRETARY POWELL:  We could no longer tolerate, and the Iraqi interim government could no longer tolerate, having a town in the center of the Sunni Triangle out of government control, being run by terrorists and former regime elements who were intimidating the population, stopping commerce, and were a threat to coalition forces, a threat to Iraqi forces, who were killing police, and who were essentially denying the Iraqi people the opportunity to participate in the political process which is now underway, leading to elections at the end of January 2005.

And so, Iraqi forces, alongside coalition forces, have assaulted Fallujah for the purpose of putting down this insurrection, to putting down this insurgency and reasserting control.  Our troops will conduct this mission in a way that minimizes loss of civilian life and damage to civilian property, but it is a military action and lives will be lost on our side, on the side of the insurgents and, regrettably, innocent people who would just as soon not have this insurgency in their city.

The prime minister of the Iraqi people, Mr. Allawi, has been speaking to the Iraqi people, making known to them the need for this military action.  It was done under his authority and with our complete cooperation and coordination, of course, and with our participation.

And we hope the Iraqi people and the people of the world will understand that as we move forward toward a democratic Iraq, we must put down this kind of insurgent activity, this kind of terrorist activity.  And I hope that while there will be concerns about lost life, there will be equal concerns expressed about the lives that are lost by terrorists who set off bombs at police stations, at schools, at hospitals, and who murder dozens of people every day because they don't want these people to have freedom, democracy and a better life.

MODERATOR:  (Inaudible), La Reforma.

QUESTION:  (In Spanish.)

SECRETARY POWELL:  Let me take them in the order, in a particular order.  With respect to the oil platforms and rigs, this is entirely up to the Mexican government.  They have sovereign responsibility to guard and protect, provide security forces of whatever type are needed to protect their facilities.  It has nothing to do with U.S. forces, U.S. police.  Obviously, we stay in close touch with each other as to what the threat might be, but these are sovereign responsibilities and the United States would, in no way, intrude upon the sovereignty of the Mexican government in this regard.

With respect to the safety of American citizens in Mexico, we have had some concerns that we have expressed to the Secretary and to the Mexican government on occasion, but the reality is that most Americans who come to Mexico, who live in Mexico, who retire in Mexico, and go back and forth across the border constantly feel quite safe and welcome in Mexico.  And that, I think, is a sign of the strength of our relationship.

With respect to our plans for a post-Castro Cuba, as you know, I chaired a commission that came up with some ideas of what the Cuban people would need after Castro leaves the scene, and we are keeping these plans updated.  My commission also worked on what we might do to make it harder for Mr. Castro to acquire funds that would be not used for the benefit of the Cuban people.  This is entirely something being done by the United States government, within the United States government.  It was not a subject of conversation here with my Mexican colleagues.

QUESTION:  Glenn Kessler, Washington Post.

Mr. Secretary, when you go to the meeting at Sharm el-Sheikh later this month, will you or members of your delegation meet with any Iranian officials?  And if so, what kind of message would you give to them?

SECRETARY POWELL:  There will be -- I believe the Iranians are planning to attend.  They've been invited to attend.  All of the neighbors of Iraq will attend, and members of the G-8, and I hope that my Chinese colleague will also attend, which then gives you the Perm 5 of the Security Council as well.  And since we'll all be at the same conference, I expect that I would be talking to everybody at that conference, to include the Iranians and Syrians and others, just as I have done in the past when we had "6 + 2" meetings when we were dealing with the problems in Afghanistan.

And so we will have an opportunity to be together and talk, but we haven't arranged any particular meetings.  Nothing has been set up; therefore, there is no agenda to discuss yet.

FOREIGN SECRETARY DERBEZ:  (In Spanish.)

SECRETARY POWELL:  Thank you.  (Applause.)

(end transcript)
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Transcript: Powell Outlines Progress, Challenges in U.S.-Mexico Relations

(Cites progress on security issues and challenge of immigration reform) (1330)

The United States and Mexico have enjoyed particularly productive relations during the past four years, but there is considerable work ahead, including comprehensive immigration reform and efforts to make North America more globally competitive and secure, according to Secretary of State Colin Powell.

At the November 9 inaugural of the 21st U.S.-Mexico Binational Commission (BNC) in Mexico City, Mexico, Powell said that the United States and Mexico have deepened and broadened law enforcement cooperation -- particularly counter-narcotics cooperation -- as well as intensified and expanded counter-terrorism and border security efforts.

The secretary of state said that the Part nership for Prosperity, a public-/private-sector alliance launched by President Bush and Mexican President Vicente Fox, is also creating important economic opportunities in Mexico.

These accomplishments notwithstanding, "there is considerable work ahead," Powell said.

He explained that too many immigrants living and working in the United States have no legal status. Powell noted that early in 2004, President Bush proposed a temporary worker program to match willing foreign workers with U.S. employers. He said comprehensive immigration reform is a high priority for Bush's second term and that the Bush administration will work closely with the U.S. Congress to achieve this goal.

Powell indicated that the United States and Mexico must also work together to make North America more globally competitive, in part by working cooperatively to improve education and infrastructure on both sides of the border.

As the United States and Mexico work to meet the needs of people and commerce along the two countries' shared border, Powell said that innovative efforts must continue to ensure that the common border is not abused by terrorists or by traffickers in drugs or human beings.

"We need to get on with the work of tomorrow, working together today to increase economic opportunity and to defeat common threats," Powell said.

Following is a transcript of Powell's remarks:

(begin transcript)
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
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Secretary of State Colin L. Powell

At the Inaugural of the 21st Binational Commission

November 9, 2004

Mexico City, Mexico

(10:05 a.m. EST)

SECRETARY POWELL:  Good morning, ladies and gentlemen, Secretary Derbez and your colleagues and all of my colleagues present.  We're so pleased to be joined together to begin the 21st Binational Commission meeting that our countries have held.  And it is the fourth BNC that I have been privileged to co-chair.

I'm pleased to be joined here by so many of my Cabinet colleagues, Secretaries Ridge, Mineta, Paige and Jackson, Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Leavitt, and Peace Corps Director Vasquez and many other officials representing my country.  The caliber and scope of our delegation reflects the importance that President Bush attaches to our relationship with Mexico and the importance he attaches to the work of the Binational Commission.

We are always glad to see Secretary Derbez and his distinguished colleagues from President Fox's cabinet.  Above all, it is a pleasure for me and my colleagues to once again be in Mexico and, particularly, in this historic and vibrant city.

I look forward to co-hosting with my Mexican and U.S. colleagues the working groups on foreign policy, border security, and cooperation on migration and consular affairs.  Other working groups will focus on law enforcement, economic development, agriculture, energy, education, the environment, labor, health, housing, and transportation.

Whether guarding against terrorists, stopping drug traffickers, arresting those who prey on migrants, or moving our vast commerce, our two governments are engaged every day in a cooperative effort on behalf of our peoples.  The Binational Commission is an important expression of that daily work in service to our citizens, and our work together delivers results that benefit both nations.

The last decade of Mexican-U.S. relations has been momentous, marked by visionary initiatives such as the North American Free Trade Agreement.  I believe that the past four years have been particularly productive.  Let me just cite a few examples.  I might note at the beginning that in the ten years of the North American Free Trade Agreement, trade between our two countries has tripled, benefiting both nations so, so richly.

We have deepened and broadened our law enforcement cooperation and especially our counter-narcotics cooperation.  We have intensified and expanded our counter-terrorism and border security efforts.  The public-private alliance we call Partnership for Prosperity, that partnership launched by Presidents Fox and Bush, is already creating important economic opportunities in Mexico.  Under the Partnership for Prosperity, the Peace Corps' first volunteers are in Mexico.  They are beginning to work in the areas of information technology, small business development, and environmental technology.

Last year, the Overseas Private Investment Corporation committed more than $40 million in financing, financing that would go to small U.S. businesses operating in Mexico, and we anticipate providing hundreds of millions more in the coming months.

Together, we have accomplished very much, but there is considerable work ahead, and the citizens we serve are leading the way.  We in the government need to keep up with our citizens.

Entrepreneurs, workers, and consumers in both of our countries have made Mexico the second largest trading partner of the United States.  Over a million people cross our borders every day.  Mexico is the top foreign destination for U.S. travelers.  Nearly 16 million U.S, citizens visit Mexico each year, and nearly ten million Mexicans visit the United States.  Ten million Mexicans live in the United States.  Over 400,000 U.S. citizens live in Mexico, and 25 million of my fellow citizens are of Mexican origin.

The United States is proud to be a nation of immigrants, but too many of those immigrants living and working in our country today have no legal status.  Early last year, President Bush proposed a temporary worker program to match willing foreign workers with U.S. employers and to offer legal status to immigrants who contribute to our economy as they work to support their families.  But the President remains committed to comprehensive immigration reform as a high priority in his second term, and we will work closely with our Congress to achieve this goal.  Together, we can work together to make North America more globally competitive.

How best do we do that?  By working cooperatively to improve education so that our citizens can be successful in a 21st century world by improving the infrastructure on both sides of the border to meet the needs of people and commerce while making it easier to start new businesses in both of our countries.  At the same time, we must also be innovative in our efforts to stop those who abuse the openness of our societies along the border, who would use this openness to harm our citizens through trafficking in drugs or trafficking in human beings or by committing acts of terrorism.

And so, the challenge for the governments of Mexico and the United States today, and every day, is to do what ordinary Mexicans and Americans seem to do so easily.  We need to get on with the work of tomorrow, working together today to increase economic opportunity and to defeat common threats.  As our citizens well recognize, those shared aims -- our open system with mutual respect for national sovereignty, working in partnership to help our citizens become prosperous and secure is exactly what our fellow citizens expect us to do, and what our Binational Commission is all about.

And so, on behalf of the United States delegation, I want to take this opportunity to thank Secretary Derbez and his colleagues for so graciously hosting this year's meeting.  We look forward to a day of intense and productive discussions, which I am sure will further improve the close relations that our two countries already enjoy.

Thank you very much.  (Applause.)

(end transcript)

(end transcript)
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Transcript: U.S. Hopes to Move Forward on Migration Accord with Mexico

(Powell says Bush will engage Congress on temporary worker proposal) (3330)

As President Bush looks to his second term, he hopes to move forward on a migration agreement with Mexico, particularly the temporary workers proposal he announced in January 2004, according to Secretary of State Colin Powell.

En route to the 21st meeting of the U.S.-Mexico Binational Commission (BNC) November 9 in Mexico City, Mexico, Powell outlined the issues he and other members of the U.S. delegation will discuss with their Mexican counterparts. 

He noted that immigration will be the leading issue at the BNC and indicated that with the recent U.S. presidential elections concluded, the Bush administration will increasingly look to advance a new temporary worker program to match willing foreign workers with willing U.S. employers.

"In light of the campaign and other things that were going on, we weren't able to engage the Congress on it. But now that the election is behind us, and the president is looking to the second term," Powell said, "the president intends to engage Congress on this."

Powell added that President Bush has also made it clear to Mexican President Vicente Fox that he wants to move forward on immigration reform, beginning with the temporary worker proposal.

Given the conclusion of the recent elections in the United States and the progress made in securing U.S. borders since the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, the secretary said that progress on immigration reform may be possible.

"I sense that there could be a more favorable environment," Powell said. 

Nonetheless, he pointed out that immigration "is always a difficult issue before the Congress. And I can't predict yet how a new Congress, with a new line-up, will look at this."

Powell said that some progress on migration and border security issues will be announced in conjunction with the BNC meeting. He indicated that in addition to migration, water and education will be among the other issues discussed in Mexico City.

Overall, Powell said that things are "going well with Mexico."

In response to a question, Powell said he is "not deeply troubled" by the trend toward leftist governments in South America, most recently the election of leftist president Tabare Vazquez in Uruguay.

The secretary said that he is not surprised that South Americans are making different choices to deliver the kind of progress they have expected, but not yet seen.

He pointed out that Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva came to office with leftist credentials, yet has implemented responsible fiscal and economic policies that are fostering solid and sustained growth. 

"You run on one platform but you tend to govern on something that will produce results, or you're going to get elected out the next time around," Powell explained. "And so, we will see what happens in Uruguay...I want to work with whoever the people elect to these countries. That is our responsibility" 

Following is a transcript of Powell's remarks:
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SECRETARY POWELL: Okay, thanks for joining us as we go down to Mexico City for the twenty-first BNC. These are very very useful and productive meetings. As you know, the format is we have fourteen working groups that have been conducting business in the course of the year and we use these BNC meetings to sort of review the accomplishments of the year and also as an opportunity to force action and show some results.

So, we have a strong delegation going down, as you know, Secretary Mineta and Secretary Jackson are with me, and Secretary Paige and Secretary Ridge are already down there. And we have Governor Leavitt of EPA with us on the plane as well as Mr. McCallum from the Justice Department and a number of other officials. So, it's a strong delegation and I expect that we'll be talking about a variety of issues. In my part of it I chair two of the working groups, on border control and security and another working group on consular affairs and immigration.

On immigration, which is always the leading issue with our Mexican friends, reinforce the president's commitment to moving forward, especially with respect to the temporary workers program that he announced on January 7th. But as you know, in light of the campaign and other things that were going on, we weren't able to engage the Congress on it. But now that the election is behind us, and the president is looking to the second term, he and President Fox discussed this in their conversation, a brief conversation, congratulatory conversation last week and the president intends to engage Congress on this. We're also moving forward with the Social Security Totalization agreement with, I think most of you are familiar with, and we've done some other marginal things with respect to the migration issue and control of the borders that you will be hearing about in the next 24 hours.

And we hope that as we get into the second term, we can deal with other aspects of the migration issue. We'll be talking about water, we'll be talking about the educational activities that Secretary Paige has been working on and a variety of issues that I'm sure you have had a chance to read into most of these items, so I won't give you a long speech about them tonight since you'll be hearing quite a bit about them tomorrow in the opening ceremony presentations, as well as at the press conference.

And I'll just stop there right now by simply summarizing the fact that I think things are going well with Mexico. Public attitudes toward the United States have been improving significantly in recent months. Trade is increased significantly. Foreign direct investment has gone up considerably as well. And as our economy has rebounded, that of course has assisted the Mexican economy, as well. So with respect to NAFTA and trading issues, I think we're on an upswing. And, I think we're moving in the proper direction in all the other issues that the 14 working groups talk about. So, I'll just stop right there and take some questions, Nick?

QUESTION: Speaking of the second term, I know we have very little time tonight but since this is the first time we speak to you since the election, can you briefly outline for us the top three or five priorities in foreign policy of the second term? And how do you see your own role in achieving those goals?

SECRETARY POWELL: Well, first and foremost, the Global War and Terror will remain a priority of the administration. We will continue to consolidate the success that we have seen in Afghanistan as manifested in the presidential elections and get Afghanistan ready for the parliamentary elections next Spring, continue our reconstruction efforts, continuing the resettlement of the 3.7 billion Afghan refugees who have returned to the country and continue our efforts to work with Pakistan to defeat the Al Qaeda and Taliban elements that are working in the frontier areas of Pakistan, as well as continuing to fight those elements that come across into Afghanistan or in Afghanistan that are trying to stop this progress towards democracy.

Iraq, of course, is a major priority. We are looking forward to the elections at the end of January and we have started the registration activity of handing out registration packages beginning last week on the first of November. Kofi Annan has agreed to increase the size of the UN presence in Iraq and we have been making arrangements to provide them the necessary security. And, as you know, we have begun an operation in Fallujah today to take back Fallujah and to defeat this hornet's nest of insurgent activity and terrorist activity.

We are watching very carefully what is happening in the Middle East. Mr. Arafat, as you know, will be visited perhaps in the very near future by Palestinian leaders and we are waiting to see the outcome of that and to see what happens with respect to his health. The United States stands by to work very actively to get the Road Map moving forward. And there are so many other things we are working on: additional free trade agreements we are going to be working on, we met with of the board of the Millennium Challenge Corporation today and that's why I was a little late getting out of here and approved some additions and reconfirmed some of the decisions we made last year in this most exciting development assistance program.

We will continue to work to strengthen our alliances in Asia, where I think we are in very excellent shape with China and with our traditional allies, Japan, South Korea, the Philippines and Thailand. We are very anxious to keep going forward with the new strategic program that we have with India, enhance our relationship with Pakistan, and by having good relations with both of them serve a useful role as a friend to both of them as they continue to reach out to each other and work on those difficult issues outstanding between India and Pakistan.

I'll be spending a lot of time in Europe in the weeks coming up with EU meetings, NATO meetings, OSCE meetings and other bilateral meetings I'll hold on the margins of all that.

QUESTION: You're going to OSCE?

SECRETARY POWELL: I'm going to OSCE, yes. Just to make sure our European friends have no illusions that the president wants to have a strong relationship with all of our European friends and allies and notwithstanding any disagreements we have had in the past. I think that with NATO coming together to support training of Iraqi personnel, NATO is now playing a role. Working with the French, French are commanding the multilateral forces in both Afghanistan and in Kosovo, so is more that we do there. The European Union made a financial commitment to Prime Minister Allawi last week.

We will continue to press in Africa to resolve regional conflicts, Sudan being the one that's uppermost in our mind. But we'll continue to do work to follow up on Liberia, to assist UN peacekeepers in DRC and to help the United Nations and our French friends in Cote d'Ivoire. I spent most of my weekend on Cote d'Ivoire talking to the president of Cote d'Ivoire, President Gbagbo and French Foreign Minister Michel Barnier during the travels that took place on Saturday night.

We will continue to work with the Russian Federation to enhance trade and economic activity.

(Cross-talk)

You asked, you are going to get it, the whole nine yards. You're going to regret this.

(Laughter)

No. I will stop there, because you have heard the sermon before. But there is a lot going on, and so much of it is positive and really is evidence of the president's National Security Strategy of reaching out, of partnerships, of open trade, of fighting disease, of fighting poverty, of increasing assistance to nations around the world. Yes, I understand the importance of Iraq; I understand the overhang that that and the Middle East has on how we are viewed in the world and the impression that some people have of us. But, it's an impression that will change as we start showing our success such as the kind of success we showed in Afghanistan [recently]. And I am very pleased to be secretary of state.

But let's not waste time with silly questions. You can all go write your articles, call up think tank specialists and college professors and report on all of your circular reporting and be my guest, but don't ask me to participate.

QUESTION: Mr. Secretary, sort of two quickies. Do you see anything in the political changes in the US that'll make getting some sort of a guest worker program easier to get through Congress? And, does the left-wing trend in Latin American politics trouble you? We've got Uruguay, the most recent.

SECRETARY POWELL: I think now that the campaign is behind us and 9-11 is also three years behind us, and we have done a lot with respect to securing our borders and having a better idea what is coming in and out of our country, and recognizing the value that we get from a good relationship within our continent, and especially with Mexico. I sense that there could be a more favorable environment, but it is always a difficult issue before the Congress. And I can't predict yet of a new Congress with a new line-up. We'll look at this. We'll have to wait until they're in place, who's in charge of what committee, but the President made it clear to President Fox in their conversation last week that he does want to move forward, beginning with the temporary worker's permit.

With respect to some of the changes that have taken place in Latin America, democracy is all about free choice. And, it's not shocking to me that 15 years or so, 10 to 15 years, after the first round of free elections in the southern part of our hemisphere, people are still looking for the kind of progress that they were expecting and haven't seen. So, they're starting to make slightly different choices. They made one in Brazil last year. But what I found is that the Brazilian government, even though it came in under that same rubric as somewhat to the left, has been acting quite responsibly with respect to economic and fiscal policy. And now, they're showing some pretty solid and sustained and regular growth. And, I had long conversations with President Lula about this when I was there last month. And so, we'll see what happens in Uruguay. And you run on one platform but you tend to govern on something that will produce results, or you're going to get elected out the next time around. So, we watch it with a little concern, a little interest, but no great ... I'm not deeply troubled by it all. I want to work with whoever the people elect to those countries. That's our responsibility.

QUESTION: Mr. Secretary, two quick questions on the Middle East. Are you afraid that Arafat's illness or disability could usher in a period of chaos, political jockeying, possibly even bloodshed among the Palestinians? And, how long do you think it is going to take before you are going to have a sense of whether there's a Palestinian leadership that you and the Israelis can deal with after him?

SECRETARY POWELL: I'll answer this, but I'll answer it by saying that since he went to the hospital in Paris, I have been impressed by the manner in which the Palestinian leaders back in the territories have been discussing among themselves how to move forward, not yet knowing what Mr. Arafat's fate is. And other than the Tel Aviv bombing, which was terribly unfortunate, things have been relatively quiet. I hope that sense of quiet and calm can be maintained, and it gives us something to work with.

I can't answer the latter half of your question, since a lot depends on what leadership would emerge eventually in the Fatah movement and the PLO and the Palestinian Authority-each one of them separate and distinct, each one of them currently headed by Chairman Arafat. The one thing I will say is that we are in touch with all the parties. The President has made it clear and I have made it clear to them that we are ready to engage as soon as soon as it is appropriate to engage. But, Mr. Arafat is alive, he's in serious condition obviously. We will just watch and wait to see what happens.

QUESTION: In the wake of your trip to Asia, has there been any rethinking in the administration on whether to recalibrate the US proposal to North Korea in the six-party talks?

SECRETARY POWELL: No, we have a good proposal on the table. We put it down in June. We're always reviewing the bidding with listening to our friends, but we think we've put a good proposal down, which has not been responded to, and so what we need now is to have another six-party session and see where we are. And now that the election is over, everybody is sort of reviewing the bidding. But we've put it a good proposal down and we can't put down a new proposal every time the DPRK issues a press statement saying that they want to see a new proposal.

We showed flexibility in the last proposal, it was recognized as such, and it provides all the elements for a solution. And we'll just wait to see if whether or not we can convene another set of six-party talks soon. As I have said though, we go into these talks with a sense of trying to solve a problem, not just to stick to our talking points. And we will try to make sure that we approach such talks in the future within that same spirit, if there's something to be flexible about. But, we are not doing anything right now but waiting for six-party talks to reconvene and a response from the DPRK.

QUESTION: Mr. Secretary, on Darfur, most of the news in the newspapers seems to be bad. You had the incident last week; you had that horrific story in the Post this morning. Is it time to turn up the heat at the UN or with the Sudanese government? Is it time for more drastic action now?

SECRETARY POWELL: We are not pleased with events of recent days. The forced movement of the camp, we disapprove of. I talked to Vice President Taha yesterday, and expressed the dissatisfaction with that. I know the Secretary General has, as well. We also encouraged the Sudanese government to show more flexibility in the negotiations with the rebels in Abuja with respect to security agreements. There continues to be progress of the North-South discussion and we might be able to provide a little electricity to those proceedings when the Security Council meets in Nairobi around the 18 or 19th.

We are concerned, however, that the AU Force is not being introduced as rapidly as we would like it to be introduced into the Darfur region, and we are doing everything we can to expedite their arrival. And we're watching very carefully to see whether the Sudanese government is starting to back off any of the ... close down any of the openings they made earlier in the year after Secretary General Annan and I visited, which allowed free movement of goods and humanitarian supplies in. And we want to make sure they don't start backsliding there. So yes, we are concerned. It's always a subject to be taken up again by the Council, but it's a very difficult issue. We will continue to press it.

Anything else? Got enough?

QUESTION: Iran? Iraq?

SECRETARY POWELL: Iran? There have been a lot of reports about what discussions have taken place between the EU-3 and Iran, and we expect to get a more in-depth presentation on the proposal either tomorrow night or Wednesday morning. And I had a good conversation with Secretary Straw about it over the weekend, and I also spoke to Foreign Minister Barnier and Foreign Minister Fischer before the weekend. Okay?

QUESTION: Do you think the Palestinians need to have elections to replace Arafat?

SECRETARY POWELL: Well, you know they've been scheduling elections and I don't want to start hypothesizing on what they should do or should not do in this period of uncertainty. Okay?

Thank you.

(end transcript)
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Fact Sheet: U.S. Cites Immigration Reform with Mexico as a Priority

(New initiatives unveiled at U.S.-Mexico Binational Commission meeting) (1020)

Secretary of State Colin Powell and Secretary of Homeland Security Tom Ridge announced November 9 that immigration reform with Mexico will be a high priority during President Bush's second term, according to a U.S. State Department fact sheet.

The two cabinet secretaries stressed the importance of immigration reform at the 21st meeting of the United States-Mexico Binational Commission (BNC) in Mexico City, Mexico.

The BNC was established in 1981 and meets annually, alternating between Washington and Mexico City.

Powell, Ridge, Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta, Secretary of Education Rod Paige, Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Alphonso Jackson, Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Michael Leavitt and their Mexican counterparts joined forces with  binational working groups in addressing specific topics at the BNC.

In addition to establishing immigration reform as a high priority, the officials renewed commitments in areas such as border security, education, and mortgage market development at the BNC.

New initiatives were also announced, including the creation of a Cyber Security Working Group, a collaborative outreach to Hispanics in the United States with regard to the U.S. Department of Agriculture's rural development programs, and a $25-million Memorandum of Understanding focusing on environmental conservation in Mexico.

Following is the text of the State Department fact sheet on the BNC:
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FACT SHEET

UNITED STATES-MEXICO BINATIONAL COMMISSION

Secretary of State Colin L. Powell led the U.S. delegation to the 21st meeting of the United States-Mexico Binational Commission on November 9, 2004, in Mexico City.  The Binational Commission was established in 1981, and meets annually, alternating between Washington D.C. and Mexico City.

The Binational Commission reflects the mutual desire of President George W. Bush and President Vicente Fox to address shared challenges pragmatically and to improve the economic competitiveness of our two countries for the benefit of all of our citizens.

Cabinet officials and agency chiefs from both countries met in working groups on specific topics.  These groups are in contact throughout the year, but this event enables them to review activities, announce new agreements and plan future initiatives.  Ten groups met during this year's Binational Commission, including: Foreign Policy, Migration and Consular Affairs, Border Security and Cooperation, Law Enforcement and Counter-narcotics, Trade and Agriculture, Labor, Education, Environment, Housing, and Transportation.  In addition, the Energy Working Group met this summer.

The Binational Commission reviewed activities and announced a number of new initiatives, including:

-- Secretary Powell and Secretary of Homeland Security Tom Ridge stressed that immigration reform will be a high priority during President Bush's second term.  The President spoke on January 7, 2004, about his proposal to match willing workers with potential employers, and the Administration will work closely on immigration reform with the new Congress.

-- Secretaries Powell and Ridge and their Mexican counterparts, Foreign Secretary Luis Ernesto Derbez and Government Secretary Santiago Creel, reaffirmed the excellent state of our border security cooperation by announcing a new Cyber-Security Working Group and by further developing their infrastructure protection strategy.

-- Secretary of Education Rod Paige and Mexican Secretary of Education Reyes Tamez Guerra renewed their 2004-2006 bilateral education agreement, covering topics crucial to competitiveness, such as higher education, migrant education, special education, adult education, vocational education, and educational technology.

-- Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Alphonso Jackson and Mexican Commissioner of Housing Carlos Gutierrez announced a renewed commitment to bilateral work on critical issues in mortgage market development, including a joint conference in Mexico on housing finance and economic growth in spring 2005.

-- The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the Mexican Foreign Ministry will launch a collaborative effort to reach out to Hispanic communities in the United States about USDA rural development programs, modeled on their July 2004 partnership agreement to help educate eligible Mexican nationals living in the United States about available nutrition assistance.

-- U.S. Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta and Mexican Secretary of Communication and Transportation Pedro Cerisola discussed the broad binational relationship in air, maritime, rail and highway transportation and agreed to explore opportunities for expanding cooperation in each of these areas.

-- Assistant Administrator Adolfo A. Franco, Assistant Administrator for the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), and Mexican Natural Resources Secretary Alberto Cárdenas signed a Memorandum of Understanding amounting to $25 million, focusing on environmental conservation in Mexico.

-- The U.S. Department of Agriculture, the U.S. Agency for International Development, and the Mexican Secretariat of Agriculture agreed to expand bilateral cooperation on rural development.  As part of this effort, USAID announced the award of five new joint Mexico-U.S. university partnerships directed at creating greater economic opportunities in Mexico's rural areas.

-- The Partnership for Prosperity (P4P) presented its report to the Binational Commission.  Presidents Bush and Fox established this unique public-private alliance in 2001 to spur economic growth in Mexico's less developed regions. Since its inception, the P4P has helped lower the fees charged to Mexican workers in the United States seeking to send money home; brought together more than 1400 business and government leaders to deepen integration and expand economic development; and developed innovative methods to finance infrastructure projects.

-- The establishment of the first ever Peace Corps program in Mexico is one example of the success of the P4P program.  Peace Corps volunteers are providing information technology training, and small business development and environmental technology skills to Mexicans.  The Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) has committed more than $40 million in financing to eight U.S. small businesses since opening its programs in Mexico last year and anticipates providing approximately $600 million more in the upcoming months.

-- Secretary Powell also met with Mexican President Vicente Fox, and visited the U.S. Embassy.

Six United States government cabinet-level officers attended the Binational Commission: Secretary of State Colin Powell, Secretary of Homeland Security Tom Ridge, Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta, Secretary of Education Rod Paige, Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Alphonso Jackson, and Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Michael Leavitt.

(end fact sheet)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: 16 Countries Can Apply for Millennium Challenge 2005 Funds

(Armenia, Georgia also applied in 2004) (940)

Morocco has joined the list of 16 countries eligible to compete for U.S. development funds under a Bush administration initiative to channel additional aid to countries that govern well, invest in their societies and adopt market reforms.

In a November 8 news release, the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), the U.S. agency that administers Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) funds, announced that in addition to Morocco, 15 nations that were eligible for MCA grants in 2004 will remain on the list for 2005. Those countries are Benin, Ghana, Lesotho, Madagascar, Mali, Mozambique, Senegal, Armenia, Georgia, Mongolia, Sri Lanka, Vanuatu, Bolivia, Honduras and Nicaragua.

Cape Verde was on the 2004 list but was removed from the 2005 group because it was no longer poor enough to qualify for MCA funds. The country is still, however, eligible to participate in the money appropriated for 2004. 

MCA funding for fiscal year 2004, which ended on September 30, is slightly under $1 billion. None of the 2004 money has yet been disbursed, but four nations -- Nicaragua, Honduras, Madagascar and Georgia -- have begun serious negotiations on their projects, MCC Chairman Paul Applegarth said at a November 8 meeting of the MCC board of directors. Of the 16 countries eligible for 2004 MCA funds, 14 have submitted proposals, draft proposals or concept papers, he added.

Applegarth said the papers cover a range of areas related to economic growth including education, water, rural development, infrastructure and financial sector development.

The Bush administration has requested a $2.5 billion MCA budget for fiscal year 2005, but the congressional approval process is still incomplete. The administration plan is to increase MCA funding every year, eventually adding about $5 billion in targeted assistance to the existing U.S. foreign aid budget.

The MCC also announced that six countries -- Burkina Faso, Guyana, Malawi, Paraguay, Philippines and Zambia -- will be added to its "threshold program" for countries that do not yet qualify for MCA assistance. This program already includes East Timor, Kenya, Sao Tome, Tanzania, Uganda and Yemen from 2004.

The administration set aside $40 million in 2004 for these countries to share to encourage changes that could eventually make them eligible for the larger fund program. 

For more information on the Millennium Challenge Corporation, see http://www.mca.gov/

Following is the text of the MCC news release:

(begin text)

Millennium Challenge Corporation

Reducing Poverty Through Growth

November 8, 2004

MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE CORPORATION 

NAMES FISCAL YEAR 2005 ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

Washington, D.C. -- Today the Board of Directors of the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) selected 16 countries as eligible to apply for Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) assistance in FY 2005, and 12 countries to apply for Threshold Program funding.

In summarizing today's meeting, Secretary of State and MCC Chairman Colin Powell discussed how MCC fits into the United States' security framework. "Let me underscore that the global and regional security challenges that we face today require us to be creative in the way we handle these issues, and to look for innovative solutions to address them, and MCC is one of those innovative solutions."

This year's MCA eligible countries are: Armenia, Benin, Bolivia, Georgia, Ghana, Honduras, Lesotho, Madagascar, Mali, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Senegal, Sri Lanka, and Vanuatu.  Morocco is eligible for the first time, while the remainder were also selected in Fiscal Year 2004.  In making its determinations, the Board considered both past and current policy performance of the candidate countries in the areas of just and democratic governance, economic freedom and investing in the health and education of their people.  The Board also considered trends that indicated policy improvements or slippage.  This year's candidate pool included 68 countries, each with a per capita income of $1465 or less.  

Once determined eligible, a country is invited to submit a proposal for assistance, which MCC will evaluate based on its potential to improve economic growth and reduce poverty, the quality of the consultative process that guided the development of the proposal, and the country's commitment to continued policy improvement.  MCC is currently assessing fourteen proposals and concept papers from countries that were eligible in Fiscal Year 2004.  

"The Millennium Challenge Account is about bringing the best of America to our relationship with the world," CEO Paul Applegarth said today.  "The countries MCC has selected are being recognized for their hard work in putting into action the kinds of policies that will best meet the needs of their people, and we look forward to building partnerships with those countries that have developed a solid plan of action for reducing poverty and fueling economic growth."  

The countries that are eligible for first time in the Fiscal Year 2005 Threshold Program are: Burkina Faso, Guyana, Malawi, Paraguay, Philippines, and Zambia.  In addition, the Board named 6 countries that also qualified for the Fiscal Year 2004 Threshold program.  Threshold countries are countries that do not qualify for Millennium Challenge Account assistance but have demonstrated a commitment to meeting the eligibility requirements for MCA assistance in the future.  These countries will be invited to submit proposals for funding to improve their performance on the MCC selection criteria.  MCC, in coordination with USAID, will review the proposals. 

For more information, please contact Mary Swann, Director of Communications, Millennium Challenge Corporation on (202) 521-3857.

Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), a U.S. government corporation designed to work with some of the poorest countries in the world, is based on the principle that aid is most effective when it reinforces sound political, economic, and social policies that promote poverty reduction through economic growth.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Transcript: U.S. Treasury Deputy Secretary Bodman Hosts Iftaar

(Bodman hails the holiday of sanctity and charity) (350)

Treasury Deputy Secretary Samuel Bodman greeted Muslim ambassadors and distinguished guests at the Treasury Department's Ramadan Iftaar.

"Faithful Muslims, inspired to lead lives of honesty, integrity and compassion, have enriched the lives of countless people around the globe through their charity," Bodman said to the guests.

He added, "[I]n celebrating tonight's Iftaar, I want to remind the Muslim community that America stands with you -- both here in the United States and around the world."

Following is the text of Bodman's remarks:

(begin transcript)

STATEMENT BY DEPUTY SECRETARY BODMAN ON THE TREASURY'S IFTAAR

This Department of Treasury press release may be viewed at:

http://www.treas.gov/press/releases/js2092.htm

Assalamualaikum and warm Ramadan greetings. I was honored tonight to have welcomed a group of Ambassadors and distinguished guests to the Treasury Department during the holy month of Ramadan.

According to Muslim teachings, the Holy Quran "was sent down from heaven, a guidance unto men, a declaration of direction, and a means of Salvation" during the month of Ramadan. This is a time of worship, contemplation, prayer and fasting. And, in celebrating tonight's Iftaar, I want to remind the Muslim community that America stands with you - both here in the United States and around the world.

We gathered this evening in the spirit of peace, cooperation and charity. In this holy month of Ramadan, we are reminded of the generosity of Muslims of good faith. Faithful Muslims, inspired to lead lives of honesty, integrity and compassion, have enriched the lives of countless people around the globe through their charity. So tonight, we honored the many good deeds and generosity of the Muslim people.

The ethos and sanctity of charity is fundamental to Islam, as it is to all great religions. And so during Ramadan and always, let us come together, regardless of faith, and work side-by-side to brighten the future and better our world.

I want to thank our guests for having taken the time tonight during this sacred month to celebrate with us at the Treasury Department. Ramadan Mubarak.

(end transcript)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: U.S. Welcomes Morocco's Bid to Host Forum for the Future

(Forum to focus on economic, political reform in Mideast, North Africa) (300)

The United States welcomed Morocco's November 9 announcement that it will host the inaugural meeting of the Forum for the Future in Rabat December 11.

The Forum for the Future is an initiative conceived at the G8's Sea Island Summit, designed to foster closer cooperation between the G8 nations -- Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States -- and the countries of the broader Middle East and North Africa.

The Forum will bring together government, business and social leaders from each of the countries to discuss programs aimed at creating greater freedom, democracy and prosperity in the Middle East and North Africa region.

Following is the text of the State Department's statement:

(begin text)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Office of the Spokesman

November 9, 2004

STATEMENT BY ADAM ERELI, DEPUTY SPOKESMAN

US Welcomes Announcement of First 'Forum for the Future' in Rabat, Morocco

Today, the Kingdom of Morocco announced that it will hold the inaugural meeting of the "Forum for the Future" in Rabat, on December 11, 2004.  The Forum for the Future is the centerpiece of the "Partnership for Progress and a Common Future with the Region of the Broader Middle East and North Africa" (BMENA), launched by President Bush and the leaders of the G-8, along with leaders of seven countries from the region, at the G-8 Sea Island Summit of 2004.  The government of the United States welcomes the Moroccan government's announcement of the first Forum for the Future, and looks forward to co-chairing this meeting of the Forum and participating in future Forums.

The announcement by the Kingdom of Morocco can be found at www.maec.gov.ma/future.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: Europeans Honor Belarusian Association of Journalists

(European Parliament awards Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought) (370)

The Belarusian Journalists' Association acts as champion of the independent media, said the European Parliament in awarding it the 2004 Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought.

The Sakharov Prize has been awarded each year since 1988 for achievements in the defense of human rights and fundamental freedoms."

Following is a press release from the European Parliament.

(begin text)

European Parliament

28 October 2004

2004 SAKHAROV PRIZE GOES TO BELARUSIAN ASSOCIATION OF JOURNALISTS

The Belarusian Association of Journalists is the winner of this year's Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought. The Association was chosen today by the leaders of the European Parliament's political groups from a shortlist of three candidates.

The Belarusian Journalists' Association acts as champion of the independent media. It monitors infringements of freedom of speech and publishes its findings on its website. It provides legal assistance to journalists and tries to put pressure on the authorities over measures deemed harmful to freedom of the press.

"Awarding the Sakharov Prize 2004 to the Belarusian Association of Journalists, which fights for freedom of information against the attempts by President Lukashenko to smother it, is a very positive event. The results of the latest elections in this country make it clear that those fighting for freedom of information in Belarus and everywhere else in the world deserve our support," declared European Parliament President Josep Borrell.

The Belarusian Journalists' Association was nominated for the prize by the EPP-ED group. Also on the shortlist were Natalya Estemirova, a Chechen human rights activist nominated by the Greens/EFA group, in conjunction with Sergey Kovalev, a Russian human rights activist nominated by Vytautis Landsbergis and others, and Ingrid Betancourt, the Colombian human rights activist who was abducted by FARC in February 2002 and who was nominated by the PES group.

The Sakharov Prize has been awarded each year since 1988 for "achievements in the defence of human rights and fundamental freedoms, in safeguarding the rights of minorities, respect for international law and development of democracy and implementation of the rule of law". The prize, for which the winner receives 50,000 euros, will be awarded at a formal sitting of Parliament in December.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Judge Rules that Guantanamo Trial Violates U.S., International Law

(Halts pre-trial hearing of Bin Laden driver) (410)

By Alexandra Abboud

Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- A federal judge in Washington ruled November 8 that the Bush administration violated the U.S. Constitution and the Geneva Conventions by forming military commissions to try detainees at the U.S. Naval base in Guántanamo Bay, Cuba.

Judge James Robertson of the United States District Court in Washington halted the military commission's pre-trial proceedings against Salim Ahmed Hamdan, a driver and bodyguard of Osama Bin Laden, ruling that the Department of Defense tribunal that the government used to determine the enemy combatant status of the defendant, a tribunal at which the defendant's lawyer was not in attendance, was not a "competent" tribunal because it offered insufficient protection of the defendant's rights.  According to the ruling, the military commission trial must be halted until the status of the detainee is properly decided.

In response to the ruling, Justice Department spokesman Mark Corallo said that government officials "vigorously disagree with the court's decision" and that the U.S. government would seek an emergency stay of the judge's ruling and would immediately appeal.

Under the Geneva Conventions, a detainee with prisoner-of-war status is afforded specific legal guarantees that do not apply to enemy combatants, such as trial by court martial, a process that guarantees the defendant more rights than if tried by military commission.  The judge ruled that the detainee may not be tried by military commission unless "a competent tribunal determines that the petitioner is not entitled to protections afforded prisoners of war under Article 4 of the Geneva Convention."  

According to Corallo, however, "the president properly determined that the Geneva Conventions have no legal applicability to members or affiliates of al Qaeda, a terrorist organization that is not a state and has not signed the Geneva Conventions."  He continued, "We also believe that the president's power to convene military commissions to prosecute crimes against the laws of war is inherent in his authority as commander in chief of the armed forces."

If Hamdan is determined to be a prisoner of war under the Geneva Conventions, he will be entitled to trial by court martial and will have the right to appeal any decision to the Supreme Court of the United States.  Although the judge's ruling applies only to the current defendant, it could possibly extend to all detainees if the ruling is upheld.

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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New U.S. Aid Program Targets Countries' Needs, Says Agency Chief

(Applegarth says 17 countries eligible for 2004 or 2005 MCA funds) (950)

By Berta Gomez

Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- Seventeen of the world's poorest countries are now eligible to compete for grants from the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), the new U.S. aid agency designed to support developing countries' efforts to eliminate poverty through pro-growth reform, says MCC Chief Executive Officer Paul Applegarth.

Briefing reporters November 9 at the State Department's Foreign Press Center in Washington, Applegarth said the MCC -- the high-level group that administers Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) funds -- is reviewing proposals and concept papers submitted by potential partners and could begin disbursing funds by the end of 2004.

Congress approved close to $1 billion for MCA for fiscal year 2004, and the Bush administration is seeking another $2.5 billion for 2005, Applegarth said.

The MCC list of countries eligible for the 2004 money are Armenia, Georgia, Mongolia, Sri Lanka, Vanuatu, Libya, Honduras, Nicaragua, Benin, Mali, Madagascar, Ghana, Lesotho, Mozambique, Senegal and Cape Verde.

On November 8, the MCC added Morocco to the list of eligible countries for 2005 funds but removed Cape Verde from the 2005 list because it had risen above the per-capita income ceiling for MCA grants.

Applegarth stressed that Cape Verde nevertheless remains eligible for 2004 funds and that MCC officials "are in the midst of discussing with [Cape Verde officials] their proposal for development."

The MCC chief said that he was not sure when the first grants would be made from the 2004 funds and that his office had so far received 14 of 16 expected proposals from eligible countries.  The MCC has notified Congress that it has begun compact negotiations with four countries -- Nicaragua, Honduras, Madagascar and Georgia -- and is continuing to work with the others, he said.

The MCA grant proposals received thus far cover projects ranging from rural development to education and micro-finance, Applegarth said.  The projects "show a remarkable amount of thought and imagination by our partner countries," he added.

Applegarth stressed that eligibility is no guarantee of a grant for any of the countries and that MCC officials will examine all proposals to see which promise the greatest amount of poverty reduction and economic growth.

The MCC involves "an investment of a scarce resource and so we want to get ... the highest return in terms of poverty reduction," he said.

Applegarth said that the MCC also continues working with so-called "threshold countries" that are moving in the right direction but have not yet met MCA criteria.  On November 8, the MCC announced that six countries -- Burkina Faso, Guyana, Malawi, Paraguay, Philippines and Zambia -- will be added to its threshold program, which already includes East Timor, Kenya, Sao Tome, Tanzania, Uganda and Yemen from 2004.

The administration set aside $40 million in 2004 for these countries to encourage changes that could eventually make them eligible for the larger fund program. 

Providing background on the MCA, Applegarth told reporters that the program grew out of the 2002 international development summit in Monterrey, Mexico, at which developed and developing countries alike agreed that development requires both the active participation of recipient countries as well as measurable results.

"The deal that was struck at Monterrey was that for those emerging countries that took greater responsibility for their own growth and for their own poverty reduction and who put good policies in place ... the developed countries would provide additional foreign assistance," Applegarth said.  "And that's what Millennium Challenge is on behalf of the United States: It's the delivery by the United States on the promise that it made at Monterrey two years ago."

According to Bush administration plans for the MCA, funding will reach $5 billion annually by 2006, at which point it will represent the largest increase in U.S. international assistance since the Marshall Plan helped reconstruct post-World War II Europe, Applegarth said.

Administration officials are "very concerned" that both the House and Senate have approved bills that would reduce MCA funding for 2005, and the administration has made full funding of President Bush's $2.5 billion request "a priority" for the coming weeks, Applegarth said.

The emphasis on the MCA is based in part on the Bush administration's decision in 2002 to revise the United States' long-standing National Security Strategy, which had long identified defense and diplomacy as the two pillars of U.S. security, he said.

Under the direction of President Bush and his top foreign policy advisers, the strategy was amended "to add development as the third 'D' and to state that it was in the national security interest of the United States to promote poverty reduction and growth and development in the emerging world," Applegarth said.

To that end, he said, the MCA is part of a broad U.S. effort to promote global development on a number of fronts.  He cited U.S. efforts to ease trade barriers with countries in Africa   and Latin America, and U.S. leadership in providing debt relief for countries struggling under unsustainable debt burdens.  The United States' traditional official development assistance has risen "quite dramatically" since 2001, Applegarth said, and he also noted the administration's pledge to provide $15 billion in funding for global HIV/AIDS programs over five years.

The initiatives on trade promotion, debt relief and foreign assistance all relate to U.S. national security and are all representative of how the United States views its international role, Applegarth said.

"This effort is a bipartisan effort," he added.  "It is not Republican, it is not Democratic. This is the United States itself trying to do something."

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Arab Film Festival in Washington Plays to Sell-Out Crowds

(Ninth annual Arabian Sights Film Festival features 14 films) (950)

By Najwa Saad

Washington File Special Correspondent

Washington -- Cinema goers purchased over 3000 tickets to laugh, cry and be transported to far off places in the Arab world during the recent Arabian Sights Film Festival in Washington, D.C.

The ninth annual showcase of recent Arab cinema featured 14 films from Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco, the Netherlands, Palestine, Syria, United States and Iraq.   Five of the films were American premieres.  Many were favorites at the Cannes Film Festival and rumor has it that the Palestinian Film, The Olive Harvest, may be nominated for an Oscar.

Shirin Ghareeb, the organizer of the Arabian Sights Festival which ran during six evenings from October 15-24, says she spent hours attending festivals and watching dozens of new Arab movies to select the films to be screened at the festival.

"I must choose the cream of the crop," she said.  "My aim is to select the best there is of Arab cinema."

She said she prefers movies that have not been seen in Washington before.  The films must be subtitled in English to be eligible.

On opening night, viewers were charmed by the hilarious Women's Love, directed by Khaled Hagar, in which the social mores of Egyptian society are dissected as three estranged sisters are suddenly forced to live together for one year in order to inherit their father's estate.

Perhaps most intriguing to Washington audiences this year were the two films about Iraq.  In the documentary About Baghdad, shot by an Arab/American film team after the toppling of Saddam Hussein in 2003, residents of Baghdad recount their experiences of living under Saddam's regime, air their frustrations at the foreign occupation and express their hopes for the future.

In Zaman, the Man from the Reeds, Iraqi-born director Amer Alwan portrays the deeply respectful relationship between a husband and wife, the corruption of government in the city and a man's struggle for dignity and survival in a Marsh villager.  The film offers striking panoramas of the peaceful Iraqi countryside, contrasted with scenes of urban bleakness.

In a discussion with the audience after the screening, Alwan said he shot the film during 2002-2003 when the international embargo on Iraq was still in effect.  He said Iraqi authorities confiscated his tapes but returned some of them.  Alwan, who now resides in France, said his film was produced with the support of a French television company. 

In The Olive Harvest, Palestinian director Hanna Elias depicts village life through a story of a double romance revolving around the characters' deep attachment to their olive groves.  The film deals with the issues of a woman's rights to choose where to live and whom to marry.  Set among sun-dappled, terraced hillsides, the plot thickens with the added element of an encroaching Israeli settlement.

In a discussion between Elias and the audience after the screening, one spectator exclaimed, "I suddenly realized that I was sitting in a Palestinian film and I was laughing!  The characters were so normal.  We need to have this."

Elias said he used actors who were not professionals, heightening the sense of authenticity in the film. 

Other films offered perspectives of the Arab-Israeli conflict against the backdrop of love and war.  The Door to the Sun, by director Yousry Nasrallah and based on a novel by Lebanese writer Elias Khoury, has captivated audiences from New York to Cannes.  The four-hour film, considered a Palestinian epic, is set in the context of an enduring love story.

"This film...is about Palestinians, not about the Palestinian cause, and talks to individuals and how they survived....  For me the idea is not to encourage people to die or to take their own life...the film is about emancipation, of individuals redefining themselves outside the framework of victim and victimizer.  They are accountable to one another as humans.  This is where democracy begins," Nasrallah said in an interview with the Washington Post.

Jack Janssen's We Loved Each Other So Much offered a tribute to the Lebanese singer Fayrouz and the adoration of her by the war-torn yet resilient Lebanese people who were inspired by her music.  Through interviews with a nostalgic photographer, formerly imprisoned militiamen and civilian working people, Janssen explores the effects of war on life, love and hope in Lebanon through the dimension of music.

Other films from Syria and Morocco explored themes of rural vs. urban and rich vs. poor through the perspectives of Syrian and Moroccan villagers and the love stories and music that color their lives.

This year's festival was particularly successful because, for the first time, four directors participated. "Having the directors there made a huge difference," said one attendee, an American who had never seen an Arab film.   "It put a lot into context and clarified some lingering questions."   

Director Hanna Elias said, "I can't help but think that if Americans were more exposed to all these films, it would be more difficult to wage war...it's not media, it's sensual human beings, not stereotypes.  The spectator creates a personal link to these characters.  These festivals play a very important role."  

Jean Chamoun, director of the acclaimed Women Beyond Borders, emphasized how important it is for directors to accompany their films to help to overcome "the negative role towards reality in the Middle East by the media."

"The Arabian Sights Festival is designed to reach out to multiple audiences," said organizer Shirin Ghareeb.  "We do break stereotyping and we may contradict what a lot of Americans have come to believe about Arabs and the Arab World.  The films show normal people."

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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